Diamond Award winner dazzles fellow senior

BY Mcvnv RODRIQUE

HTAYY Wama
otto Strauch's flrst reactlon
to being named the 1993
Diemond Award rociplent
was “I don't deserve it. Give it to
someono else.”

But the folks at tho Farmington
Area Commisalon on Aging were
pensistent about recognizing the
woman who has been voluntesr-
ing at Providence Hospital for
more than 11 years.

And ninoo she met the criterin
of belng 75 years old and Jiving in
Formington, they continued to
peraiat.

“She was very reticent,” said
Kathloen Pohutaky, a FACA
board commissloner. “Sho (s a
shy, vory bumble lady."

But S!{nuch. who had been

htor's

er
mother-in-low, gave in to family
and Toug] 1

the honor.
“I've only lived in Farmmington
. for five years,” eho sald. “I was
~~surprized and reluctant. I just felt
that there are so many poople
jnore deserving.”
- With her daughter, Diane, at
her slde, she accopted the plaque
and a $75 check in a ceremony at
the Farmington Hills Senlor Cen-
ter earlier this month,
+ The retired education secretary
who worked at McIntyre Elemen-
tary School in Southfield started
her volunteer work st Providence
§n February 1984. Sho has racked
up 2,500 hours of service there.
. *1jolned with a girlfriend. It's a
ot of fun; you meet a lot of peo-
ple,” eho eald.
+ She usually volunteers one day
a week in tho pastoral care office
in Southfield, dellvering com-
ymunion to patients. Sha works o

socond day at Providence Park in
Novi at ths front desk, groeting
patients and polnting them in the
right direction, *

“She's boen thero slnce it
openad in June 1992, 28id Karcn
Wiley, a Providence spokeswom-
an,

“Anytime you have a volunteer
willing to travel between the two
centers, that'e special. We've been
really Jucky to have her. When
peoplo u‘«ij.v'? of themszlves, it's ap-

precia
Wiley noted that the hoapital ia
always in need of volunteer help.
*“It's n nlce outlet for retirees,”
sald Strauch. “You can be com-
mitted to something and yet with-
out the pressures of o regular
Job.
Strauch and her huaband,
James, o Detrolt Edison retirce,
are members of Qur Lady of Sor-
rowe Church, whero she is a lec-
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Auward for her volunteer efforts at Providence Hospital.

tor.

Pohutaky said she also drives
homebound  senlor citizens to
shopping or eppointmenta.

“] used to like to golf, but I
don't do that anymors,” Strauch

said. “1 belong to a pinochle
lcague. Other than that, things
are pretty quict.”

She is also the doting grand-
mother of two young men, agea 26
and 21,

ed just three years

Award winner: Harry Kezerta of the Farmington Area Commission on Aging awards Bette Strauch the Diamond

‘The Diamond Award was creat-

ago to recog-

nize citizens, ot leaat 76 years old,

still making contributions to their
community.

“The basic criteria is that they

S
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be 75 and live, work or volunteer’
in the Fermington area,” enid’
Pahutsky. “There are a lot of sen-,
for volunteers cut there. What,
we've tried to do is recognize the,
unsung heroes.” .

cerry

By JUDITH DONER BERNE
BreciAL WamzR

Although shoe lives in o neigh-
boring town, Edwina Davis s
concerned over the open seat on
the Southfield Board of Educa-
tion that must be filled by write-
in voto sinco no candldates filod
for tho June election.

She wants it to be filled by “a
fair-minded candldate.”

Aa the religious right readies its
agenda for the second 100 days,
the New York Times Tuesday re-
parted Glasser sent letters to
President Clinton, oll members of
Congreas and the 50 govemors
calling the Christian Coalitlon’s
plans an assault on conatitutional
froedoma,

But from thia local Joctern, he

teliversd a mild d and

. That concorn was also voiced
by a fellow member of the 300-
_person audience gathered to bhear
Ira Glasser ot the Birmingham
in Fammingten Hills

“unfan urged, “It 1a impartant you
. pay attention to local echool
! board elections.”

: “Thoe Christian Coalition is
- eight degrees of sophistication be-
. yond the Moral Majority,” he
. waid. “It 1a orgunized politically
. ‘lnd"uwy all start with local off-
: e,

:+ Ifyou allow thess “atealth can-
! didates” in, ho said, “'you not only
: create problems in the schools
: but politica) carcers start. They're
: very good at it.”
© Tt was obvious from the atten-
. tive, supportive, mainly over 60-
. something sudlence, that Glasser
was proaching to the choir on
;. “Confronting the Radical Right In
. America” .

upbeat history leason, deslgned to
provide perspective on why the
radical right {s “playing so well
right now.”

Look to the econemy, he sald.

“A large number of people be-
lieve their children will be less
well off than they are.” It takes
optimiam to hand out righta.

Today, “we have a meanness of
spirit. They're doing everything
right and the American dream
{an't working. And tho Republi-
cans are telling them — be angry.

“It'a an engine of anger waiting
to ba attached.”

1n fact, Glesser said, “Tho odda
are far better today than the day
tho ACLU wan organizad, There ia
no way even this court end this
Congress can roll back anything
cxcept marginally.”

“What counts is what people
who demand their rights do. Not
what the other side does.”

Ho cautioned his audience naot
to losa hoart over setbacks, That's
whore the perspective comes In.

For the most part, the Bill of
Rights provided no shelter for 130
years, Glasser recited. “There was
rigid discrimination on the basis
of sex, religion, race; separation of
church and state cxisted only In
civics classes; conatitutional liti-
gation was too expensive.”

That began to change in the
"20s with the formation of the
ACLU, NAACP and labor unions.
“Without organizations to i:mn"nce

CLU chief gives heart, perspective

his. They feel their country was
stolen.”
“The galvanizing decision was
the sbortion decision. We cele-
brated and they organized.”

Catholic fear of Protestant in-
fiuence in schools had helped al-
low the decisions that took prayer
and celebrations of Christmas
and Easter out of the public
schools. “But they are united on
tho abortion {ssue.”

That coalition then became a

and bring
als couldn't have
Glasser said.

Slowly, he said, an edifice of le-
gal righta began to bulld. Foltow-
ing World War 11, things began to
move fast. “Wo had fought a war
abrond against racism. Wo
couldn’t ignore it here any long-

n,
done it,”

er.

Jackie Robinson breaking the
color line in baseball (1847) and
Brown v. Board of Education
(1954) striking down school segro-
gation were key, And “a virtual
explosion of rights supported by
tho Warren Court” burst from
1954 to 1973 when Rowe v. Wade
tegalized abortion.

But rights, Glasaer reminded,
equsls limitations on power.
*People don't like to give up pow-
er." So this rights cxplosion “gota
lot of people mad.”

Peoplo like Pat Buchanasn,
Glanacr says, want to “tako back
the country — not your country,
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A speclal volunteer
P eggy Harris, a Farmington reaident, wos one

of 300 volunteera for the Oskland Livingston

Human Servico Agency to be honored May 2
at a brunch at the St. George Cultursl Conter In
Bloomflold Township.

Harrs was one of 11 OLHSA volunteers given
special recognition for thelr efforts. She has volun.
teered with the organization 10 yoars as part of the
Community Food Distribution project at 8t. Alex-
ander Cathollc Church [n Pum'inmr‘n Hills.

She [a responsible for '3 tons-
sist with the food distributlon, aite sct-up, and
pickup and delivery of the food.

‘Praysr and Values'

be Rev. Harry T. Cock 11, an Eplscopal min-
T fater and a wall-known journalist, will speak

on *“The Public Schools: Prayor and Valuea™
at 8:30 p.m. Monday, May 22, in the Meeting Room
of The Blrmingham Temple, 28611 W. 12 Mile
Road, Parmington Hills,

Cook's talk, which Ia fres and open to the public,
1s part of the temple's “Humanist Porum . . , Con-
tronting the Religious Right,” socording to & fllor,
For more infonnation, call 477-1410,

‘Moatly American’

ome musical studsnta st Farmington High
and Larkshire Blamentary School

| key, was tabe the guest of the Farmington High

from Larkshiro, as wall an the FHS Mixed Cholr, *
Concert Cholr and the Falconaires. For mara Infor-
mation, call 489-34G1.

Quiz the candidates

he two candidates for the open scat on the
Farmington Board of Education — Linda
Enborg and Jennlfer Lovin — are
top in a candidato forum spx
the Farmington Damocratic Club at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 24, st the Botsford Inn on Grand
River northwest of Eight Mile.

The format calls for & panet of two club members,
Vicki Barnett and Michael Shplece, to question the
candldates prior to opening the floor for questiona,
The event will be open to the pubtic.

Memory Lane

From the May 19, 1955 edition of the Farmington
Enterptise:
B The Farmington City Council adopted a record
$268,737 budget for 1955.56.
W A five carnlval was to be held to ralse money
for the planned lightsd football field at Clarence-
ville High School.
B Don MclLaeod, well known Detroit-area disc joc-

Student Counci] at the D-J Hop at the achool,

# Bhort [tam: “Politenesa Is an inexpensive way of

making friends.” b
Itema for Farmington Focus may be mailed to the

ingion Obum:;:v”gltcrund Rivcré”i‘un:;‘iu-

ton 48335; faxed to 477-9722 or at the

newspaper office. For the wmm thein-

ternet E-mail address is: packy(@oeonline.com.

home base to push for censorship,
movo egainst affirmative ection

to local liberals

and try to reinatate school prayer,

He claims in 1980 they found
thelr hero — Ronnald Reagan.

“Suddenly there wes & move-
ment we weren't ready for — be-
causa we had relied on the courts,
It took us a decade to catch up.
We forgat courts weren't forover.’

Glasser had these responses to
questions on:

Foster nomination: “My guess
is that theyll find 8 way not to
back the appointment.”

Presidential race: “My instinct
is in the long run Clinton's real

hope is Phil Gramm gets the,
nomination and Clinton gets to
run as the moderate Republican.”

Supreme Court: “We've come
back from the brink on many is-
sucs. But the question is wha's
going to make the appointments
in the next four to cight years.”

“He just capsulized everthing
I've been thinking,” said Gloria
Holzman of Southfield. “We are
forming a group that Is golng to
resist tho GOP party y. Peo-
ple want to know what to do.”

MAY 18TH THROUGH 20TH ONLY!

For the BEST selection of BRAND NAME, previously
leased FURNITURE, HURRY in to CORT. Come cash in
on the SAVINGS while quantities last.

Dining Sets ...
Office Chairs

(F HEW FROM
Sofas .. w3549 CORT's Price: $ 199
Loveseats.............sa0a CORT's Price: $179
Bedroom Sets ....ssss CORT’s Price: $249

$249
$219
Office Desks.........s54

CORT’s Price: $ 99
CORT’s Price: $ 69

o CORT's Price: S199

Hwy.
(810) 358-4303

. Southfieid, M1

Sala Houra: Thu. & Fri. 8am-7 pm.;
. Sat@am.-Spm.
SHO\(VROQMS COAST TO COAST
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