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Grant exudes charm in eccentric ‘Englishman’

BY JOIN MONAGHAN -

It isn't exactly a mole hill, but
accunding to the precise measure-
ments of & pair of English map
cakers, it's also 16 feet short of &

mountain.

‘The Welsh residents of Ffynoon
Gurw take the mews hard. For
years, thoy bave lald claim as the
only Welsh village to have n

mountain. Besldes, it's wa:ti’me

neceaxary to vmxl‘ an thn] sabbath,

and whet kind of
will the boys have to find their
mountaln reduced to a bili?

‘“The Epglishman Who Went
yp a Hill but Cama Domz a

wido release, is one of the year's
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most charming filins. While some
might consider it a one-joke af-
fair, it bubbles over with eccentric
characters and subtie English bu-

mor.

Hugh Grant playn the younger
of two cartographers, a slightly
stuffy Englishman released from
military service {it's 1917, toward
the end of World War I) for shell
ahock. He's not all that disap-
pointed when their car mysteri-
ously stalls and passenger train

hedules can’t 4

them.

The villagers' plan, you see, is
to beul dirt up to the top of the
hill, raising it to the required
height. Theyll stop just short of
murder to make suro they get the
job doae.

The project forms an unusual
alliance between Reverand Jones
(Kenneth Griffith) end the town
stud/barkeep Morgan the Goat
(Colm Meancy). When it becomes

the KY y agrees,
as long as Morgan docan't sell

v

Much of the comedy revelves
around the etuffiness of the Eng-
lishmen and the carthiness of the
villagers. It's far from an original
concept, flrst ploneered in count-
less Ealing Studio comedies In
the "40a and '50s and more recent-
ly in the Scottlsh-made *Local
Hero."

This one has a certain fresh-
ness, thanks in part to Grant's
performance. Ho hits the right
notes, though I'm starting to tire
of hia politely nervous act - the
stammering and pushing back of
his hair — that he does in every
film.

Meaney, still best-known to the
masses for his work on TV's cur-
rent “Star Trek” series, again
proves himself a likahle, robuat
character actor. One of the funni.
st gags comes carly, when it's ro-
vealed that all of the infants in
the church congregation have
Morgan's red hnlz.‘

Hardly o mola hill: Hugh Grant in Christopher Monger’s
“The Englishman Who Went Up A Hill But Came Down
A Mountain."”

ty") and a young woman (Tare
Fitzgerald playing oppoaite Grant
for o third time in as many years)
who sgain stalls the young map
maker by seducing him.

Written and directed by Chrla-
“Englishman"

topher Mobger,
leb the oral tradition, as ita

Other in-
habit Ffynnon Garw. There are a
palr of addled, cldcrly twins (“not
too dotty not to know we're dot-

story gets passed down from
grandfather to grandson. Though
cveryone's tongue s firmly in

choek, the legend of the Welsh
mountaln is just crazy enough to
be trua.

To leave o messoge for John '
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail- -
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 691-7279, .
or write him in care of Entertain.
ment, Observer & Eccentric News- .
papers, 36251 Schoolcroft, Livonia;
48150. H

A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
mero Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

W DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit {nstitute of Arts, 5200
Woodward, Detzoit. Call (313)
833.2323 for information. (35; $4
students)

“Amateur” (USA-1935), 7, 9:30
p.m. May 19-20; 4, 7 p.m. May 21.
The Latest from low-key director
Hal Hastley hzs a cast of charnc-
ters including an ex-nun who
writes exotic stories, an ampeslac,
and a porn film director on the

run,

“Temptstion of s Monk"” (Hong
Kong-1993). 7 p.m. May 22,
Filmed in China, this one is set in
the Tang Dynasty of 626 AD. 2s 8
wartior diszuised as 8 monk takes
refugo in a Buddhist temple.

[ AGIC BAQ THEA!

\{rd
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
(810) 544-5030 for information.

($4)

“Clerks" (USA-19M). 9 p.m.
May 23. Kevin Smith's debut fea-
ture, mado on a sboestring In
black and white, charts a day in
the life of New Jersey convenience
store clerks. The jokes ars crude,
the performances and camera-
orork sometimes amsteurish, but

There's something for everynne
at the movies. Here's a list of
what’s [n the wings:

geance’ — Detective John
McClains is back in the thick of

things, this time working to

4 Comln

the result is cutting edge camedy.

8 BIAIN ANIT THEATRE
118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Filma play through at
least Thursday, unleas noted oth-
crwise. Call (810) 542-0180 for in-
formation and showtimes. ($6.50;
$4 atudents and matinee; $3
twilight)

*“The Sum of Us" (Australi

at nothing to enaure that thelr

pdcﬂhn'od'qul:kc!ly tumaintoa

hill isdeclared o
B MAPLE THZA'

TRE

4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield. All
titles play through ot least Thurs.
day, unleas noted otherwise. Call
(810) 855-5090 for information.
(85.75; $3.75 students and mati-
nee; $2.95 twilight)

““Tom and Viv" (Bdlgn-wﬁ)l).
Miranda Richardson's

1995). When a son cowes out of
hila closct to hia (ather, dad not
only accepta the news, but helps
him get datea. Thia gay-friendly
comedy stars familiar Australian
actors Jack Thompson and Rus-
ecll Crowe.

*“Bar Girls” (USA-1995). A scr-
iocomic melodrama about the
{ifestyles of eight lesbians who |
frequent the anme neighborhood

bar.

“Muriel's Wedding” (Austra.
1ia-1995). In this hit comedy from
Australis, a young woman dreams
of magricge but can’t scem to get
her life together.

“The Englishman Who Went
Up a Hill but Camoe Down &
Mountain™ (Britain-1995). Hugh
Grant stars in this new comedy
ubatst a patr of mapmakers who
find they're no match for the peo-
ple of a small town who will atop

A ttractlo.s'

thwart a mad bomber. Stars
Brucs Willls, Samue} Jackson,
Jeremy Irons. Rated R-

W “Forget Pari»" Punny,
touching and insightful look at
what happens when the homoy-
moon ends and the marriage be-
gins. Stars Billy Crynta), Debra
Winger.

scar-
nominated performance {inally
hita the big screen. She plays Vi.
vienne Haight-Wood, whose rela-
tionship with American writer
T.S. Eliot (Willem Dafoe) was
ano of the century's great literary
love affairs,

“Priest" (Britaln-1095). In this
controversial new film, a young
pricst questiona the church’s
rules of celibecy and sanctity of
confesaion. What starts as an ou-
thentic portrait of the modern

al plea for tolerance and under-

standlng. .
“Funny Bonea" (Ircland-1995). -

From the director of “Hear My

Song,” the story of two scparated

half-brothers, both comedians,

who only discover each other in

adulthood. Lesris co-atars.

B STATE THEATRE

2116 Woodward, Detroit. Call

(313) 861-5450 for information.

$1)

“Killing Zos" (USA-1994). 9
p.m. May 22. The debut feature
from Roger Avary (ho shared Os-
ear credit with Quentin Tarantino
on “Pulp Fiction”) is about an-
other helst gone way wrong. Thin
European-style mix of dark come-
dy and violence has atyle to xpare
and a great lead performance by
Eric Stoltz.

Kids - writo rnd tell us why
your pet is o hero to win four’
tickets to seo “Gordy,” and a
plusk Gordy toy. Six prizes will
bo awarded. This contest is
open to kida nge 12 and
younger., Deadline to enter in
Mondsy, May 22,

Send or fax entrica to: Keoly
‘Wygonik, Let's Go editor, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, Ine, 36251 School,
Livonla, MI 48160, fax: (313)
591.7297.

Tell us why your pet’s a hero

Winners will be notified by
phone.

“Gordy" is a young pig on a
misslon — to save his family
in the movie by the same name
playing at metro Detroit movie
thesters.

Ia the course of his travels,
Gordy saves the life of the son
of a billlonaire Industriallst.

“Gordy,” a Miramax reloass,
israted G.

arranged marriage to a man in
Hawail in 191B. Winner of the su-
dicnce award for Best Dramatic

@ “Quoen Margot” — Epic lave
story set In France during tho re-
ligious wars betwoen Catholics

Film at the 1995 Sund: Film
Pestival,

and P Based on novel
by Alezandre Dumas. Rated R
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Pased on the Bext-Sullirg Clanic
From the Authos of “The Seeret Garden’




