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Missing Nirvana
-was pretty dumb

verytimo I seo Nirvana'a “Heart-Shaped

Box” video I foc! alck to my stomach, When

Kurt Cobein rocks on the tip of his chalr,
cings “Hey. Wait. I've got 8 new complaint” and
his bright blus-colorized oyes stare at me I get this
ainking feellng.

Maybe it's bocaune I can relato toalot of his
Iyrics. Maybe it's because I can relato to depres-
slon and sulclde,

No, I think [t's a litt}e more 2clflsh than that. I
never got around to seeing Nirvana play live.

Sure, I had plenty of opportunities to do so.
When Nirvana played the Blind Pig, I could have
* gotten tickets, but I was living in Clinton Town-
abip and I really didn't feol like making that lang

ve to Ann Arbor.

They came back a fow yeara later to perform at
St. Andrew’s Hall in Detroit. “Nevermind” bad
just taken off. My friend’s brothor talked endlessly
about guing to soa the show. I figured I could make
up for missing Nirvano, in my mind, by interview-
ing the band. Bo, I sat down {n my parents’ den
and calted Geflen. Thelr reaponse to the interview
roguest was, “Everyone wants to.”

Thinking I probably didn’t havo a chance, Iput
the interview — and going to the show — in the
back of my mind. I nevor called back. Maybe 1did
have a chance.

When Nirvana booked a show at the State Falr
Coliseum aftor “In Utero” was released, I Intended
on going. We had tickets, but while my friend and

1 talked obout the show, others told me about the
poor sound quelity at the coliscum. I guess acous-
tica aren't a top priority when you're designing a
building to ahow farm animals.

A bed choles

Up until sbout an hour beforo the show, wo
planned on golng. Then wo got the chance to mect
a hilariously cheesy metal atar, who shall remain
nameless, at Tho Ritz. We couldn't pass it up, but
wa could pasa up Nirvana, After all, thoy were
golng to bo back for Loilapaloozs, and the sound
would be better at Lollpalooza, our seats would be
better, blah, blab, blab.

So off wa went to The Ritz, where we wero given
backstage passes decoratod with a drawingofa
semi-toplesa woman, (How embarressing ) We
shook hands with this one-time mega-star, stuck
around for a little whilo then went to the ber, Did
weo regret skipping Nirvana? Maybe a littlo, but
the thoughts were flooting. All my excuses kept
running through my head as if to justify my deci-
sion to blow off yet another Nirvana show.

A couple friends of mine called me the next day
and told me how groat the show and the sound
was. People are still talling me bow great Nirva-
na’s show was,

Whon Cobain killed himselfin April 1894, 1
thought it wes awful that he waa so miserable that
he took his own life. As the shock and eaa
subaided, I clicked back into “selfish mode™ and I
scurried eround my house, looking for all the Nir.
vana memorabilia I could. I also began kicking
myself for missing Nirvans.

Easing the guilt

A fow weoks ago, I went to the Mike Watt/Foo
Fightera/Hovercraft show at 8t. Andrew’s Hall.
Sure, ] wntad to sos Pearl Jam's Eddie Vedder
play with Hovercrafs and Watt. But ] also felt that
{f1 saw ex-Nirvana drummer Dave Grohl with his
new band Foo Fighters, soma of the gullt about
not acelng Nirvana would ease up,

1 thought that when Grobl hit the stego as Foo
Fighters’ alnger/guitarist, I would foel like a
weight had been liftod. ALl I felt was more gullt
about blowing off Nirvana. Grohl'a vocal style
reeembled Cobaln's, 80 I closed my eyes and trisd
to visualize a Nirvana show. I found it works bet-

songs,

As [f to torture me even mors, Grohl ceme back
on stags — this tima to play drums for Watt. As
e started pounding away, I folt chills, This was
the clossat 1 would ever get to secing Nirvana.

Tha next few days all I could think about was
Nirvana. I re-read a book { bave sbout Nirvana. 1
re-played in my mind thoe time I met Courtney
lmnt?lnnﬁnohlmnhnu;ﬂlp?’d?nm"
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B The seminal rastafarian
hardcore band Bad Brains
needed a little breather to
“find" themselves, Aftera
5%-year break, they realized
that a reunion was In the

BY CimisTINA FUOCO
STArY Warma

Ita too bod that
The Orb is calling
thelr tour the “Hap-
py Heppy Joy Joy
Tour” It would be

tho perfect name for
Bad Bralns’ Intest

outing.

Happiness oozes from tho Bad
Bralns camp now that the original
linoup of vocallst HR (Human
Righta), guitarist Dr. Know, basalst
Darryl Jenifer and drummer Earl
Hudson has realigned.

It's good; it’s good,” eald Dr. Know.

Musiclans like Rage Against the
Machlne, Belly and Porno For Pyros®
Perry Farrell are thrilled about it, too.
Techno maven Moby recently told
“Detaila” megazine, “Bad Braina aro
far and away the best hardcore punk
band over.”

‘I'he now-defunct rock band Living
Colour called Bad Brains their men-
tors. Tho Beastie Boya® Adam Yauch,
known to fans as “MCA,” thinks it'a
an honor to have the Rastafarien
hard rockers open for them during
their spring tour, which hits Cobo
Arena for a soldout show Thuraday,
May 18,

“Bad Brains influenced me more
than any other band in the world, ba.
eically, ona of tke most powerful, in-
novative bands ever,” be was repo:
as saylng.

This reputation was tagged on
Weashington, D.C.’s Bad Brains soon
after the band formed in the carly
1880s. Thelr furious blend of hard-
core, rock, funk and reggao eent yum-
blings throughout the music indus-

try.

“We knew people would take no-
tice, but I bave to admit I underes-
timated the cffect it would have,” Dr,
Know eaid. “Wo grew up In D.C., and
black muslc was always a part of the
environment thers. Bob  Marloy,
Earth Wind end Fire, Stovia Wonder
and George Clinton were some of tho
first thinga we all llstened to.”

sue solo projects, Dr. Know and Jen-
{fer recruited new members and stuck
it out. The revamped version of Bed
Bralns released a handful of albums
on Eplc until the label dropped them.
The bad news couldn’t huve come at &
better time. Fate already bad & hand
in reuniting the original band.

“It wasn't planned. Actually, we
wero getting ready to call HR and he
wan getting ready to call us,” Dr.
‘li.nw. sald, “"Wo thought, ‘Let’s do

is.""

Echoing the band's strong political
stance, Jenifer came up with a more
philosophical explenation for the re-
union: “Ultimately, being in Bad
Brains is liko being o part of a lifelong
mission that stops and starts, de-
pending on the needa of the world.
Woe did not come together out of a fi-

inapired ua to reconnect. It was time
for the mission to begin again.”

Alang with the newly reunited Bad
Breina comes a new outlook, a new
record (“God of Love) and a new la-
bel (Madonna's Maverick Records).
“God of Love™ carriea the same en-
thusiosm as Bad Brains' earlier
works liko “Rock for Light” Bad
Brains is one of those bands that tru-
1y can not ba categorized and tho al-
bum's schizophrenic personality is
proof of that. Reggae, hardcore, rock
— it's all in there.

“We've never operated under any
preconceived nations like ‘we need
two hardcore songs, three reggae
songa, one metal. What we do Is just
vibe it; take a style and put our own
signnture on it.”

In recording “God of Love," they
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Reunited: The newly reunited Bad Brains, featuring drummer Earl Hudson (from left), vocalist ‘
HR, bassist Darryl Jenifer and guitarist Dr. Know, opens for the Brastie Boys at Cobo Arena i
* ' N

Thursday, May 18.

who also tumod the knobs for
Weezer. Thoy looked to a familiar
face for “God of Love” but Bad
Brains nbandened their past practice
of recording albuma. .

“Usually, most of our records,
fore this, we apent like four days st
the most dolng the whole I.I:lf)s," Dr..
Know sald. “This one took's week.
and a half to record.” ,’ :

‘Thelr hypercharged live shows have
always been Bad Broins' strong suit. .
Mosh plts sbounded long before it:
was trendy and fans of the old Bad:
Brains can expect that et Cobo this:
week.

“Same as it ever wes,” Dr. Know.
said of the reunited band's shows.:
“The shows have been going really)
well. Thero's a lot of good vibes and
good energy, Everybody'a really have:

After nearly seven years with Bad
Brains, HR and Hudson eplit to pur-

Botfly breaks through

By TobD Wicks
BprriAL WrrTEs

Even ovor the telephone, Botfly basaist Jimmy
Bauer's dismay is perceptible with the interview's
opening question: “So, you guys aro pretty much
funk, right?”

“Uh, no,” be answers fOatly. “I don't think any
funk band would call us funk. We have & lot of
heavy grooves, but there are only a fow songs I real-
1y slap nnrd pop on. A lot of poople just relate

to

grooves

“Everybody bas these little categories to put mu-
slc in. We're trying to break throughout all that.
1t'a all music.”

But thoee familier with Botfly can hardly bo
blamed for associsting the popular East Lanaing
band with funk. Only montha ago, anyons wander-
ing the stroots of the college town on a Friday or
Saturday night was likely to hear an earthy, puls-
Ing groave-pumping from one house party oranoth-
er, an unmistakable sound that always turned out
to be the steadily rislng Botfly.

Theso days, the four-man group, which includes
the charismatic, denlm overalla-clad Cralg Griffith
on vocala and barmonica-guitarist Mike Fehron.
bach and drummetr Quade Finnicum, ls more apt to
bo heard blasting thelr sweaty brand of party muaic
out of local clubs, and now, out of record stores.

Botfly's first releass, a salf-titled collection of 10
originals, hit stores March 17. While the band
hopes it will open even more doors to their unique
sound, Bauer {ocls the best path to success in the
longer one.

“We really just want to travel around the coun-
try, hopefully sell somo CDs along the way, and
slowly have the word spread,” ke sald. “We're plan.
ping on taking the long road, where you get a fol-
{owing that stays with you.

nancinl need or & deaire for attention.
The current state of the world Is what

hoplng to soe & glimpse of “Nirvana
onlg-nhulrvldoal.otnd!ymylhmmnha
ban

Last woek I saw the “Hoart-Shaped Box" video,
T'm not sure why that vidao from “In Utero” stirs

foelings. A line in the song four tracks

later more sppropriataly sums up my whole Nirva.
na experience, or lack thersof.

] think I'm dumb,”
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. Obuerver & Ecomtric Newspopers, 38251 School-
 eroft Road, Livonia, Mich., 48150; or call her or.c
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" via £-mail at CFaozo@®aol.com.

Have a listen

To hear music by Bad Bralns (measage 2),
Falth No More (message 3), All (mossage 4),
Rusty (message 5), él{!:’np @), Suddenly

f
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“A ot of good bands play for seven or eight years
before they have & atoady following or become big.
1t's the long way, but I think it's the better way,
becauss the fans scem to stick with you. They don’t
come and go.”

Bot{ly's take-it-slow spproach extsnds to other
areas as well. For instance, montion of the exalted
rock’n'roll dream of the big record doal bardly ex-
cites Bauer.

“We haven't roally pushed for any label inter-
est,” ho said calmly. “We’re not in a burry to do
anything. I'd rather got tightor as a band and ex-
pand on our music more before a serious label offer
comes elong.”

But Bauer isn't crazy.

I mean, if one came along, we wouldn't turn It
down,” ho sald, “but we're not pushing it yet."

Although officlally in existence only two ysars,
the size of Botfly's following is remarkable, second
in East Lanaing only to The Varve Pipe.

The band's beginnings were slightly rockier,

inely halted by that stereotypical problem

3 8), Kltch-
.ens of Distinction {cessage 8), Motor Dolls
(mossage 10) and The Verve Pipe (message
11}, you can call the Street Scens Muslc Line
at (313) ©63-2025 on a touch-tone phone.
Fast-forward to the correcponding mesaage by
pressing 33, To repeat a message, pross 4.

band member, the drummer,

“Ma and Griff met at a (Grateful) Dead show and
found out that we both jammed and had the sama
ideas about what kind of music we wanted to do,”
Bauer sald. “Then Miks came into the plcture, but
we couldn't find a drummer for & Jong while. We
ended up starting with a drum tnschine and saying,

\ "o

recruited the producer of “Rock for
Light"” — ex-Cars vocalist Rie Ocasek

ing a good timo and they're really ap-:
preciative.” i
“BEverybody walks away smiling.”

music categories

On the road:
East Lans-
ing’s Botfly
plays The
Ritz in Rose-
ville Satur-
day, May 20,
with Sons of
Elvis and
Vudu Hip-
pies.

;W;ll: :n‘ll start writing songs and find a drummer
ater.

The great drummer search became a major stum-
bling block. o

““We were stalled for a long tirae,” he said, “Real-
ly, we were standing still, bocauss we had to learn
the same songs over and over with cach new
drummer. Finally, we found Quade, who made it
come together.” )

With Finni an the final in theie
ecloctic sonic stew, band productivity has defini
ly increased.

Bauer is fuzzy about the detalls of the recording
procoss, but his thoughts on the elbum are clear
“P'ma really happy with it. There's something on it
for everyone. If you'rs into heavy atuff, we play
l?x‘li;l :g‘um. If you like funky stuff, we play somo

of

But ho's right. Botfly is romarkably ecloctle, and
confldent, for such a young band. That'a whyc‘mch
Deciantis from She's So Huge probably spoke fora
lot of area banda a frw wecks ago when he aaid
byndml»ﬂn‘ly_"ﬂomyh(vin;wpm(humtnlul

; 20, at The Rits,
1 Frozho, Roseville, with Sons of Elvis and
;"udl‘u Hipples. For more information, call (810) 775-
. -



