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W TURKEY 8HOOT cinating storics behind wild-
ARGH ERY The Wostern Washtenaw Chapter ﬂmu‘dudng thia nature hike,
.f HOUDAY SHOOT of Whiteteila Umlimited iaspon- | which begins at 2 p.m, Bunday at

soring a turkey shont beginningat | Indian Springe.
Dotroft Archers will hold a “Holl- | 11 g.m, Saturday, (313) 487.5801.
day 3D Shoot” beginning at 9 ’ B WILDWING'S WILDLITE
a.m. Monday, May 29, on ita B FLY FISHINGT CO#CLAVE A naturalist-led walk around
walk-through range in Weat ‘The public Ls invited to Join the Wildwing Lake in search of wiid-
Bloomfield, (810) 661-9610. Great Lakos Councll of the Feder- | Jife begins at at 2 p.m. Bunday at
om0 QUALIFIR ation of Fly Fishers in thelr 17th | Kensington.

5 annual Fly Fishing Conclave,

‘The Woshtenow Sportamen's June 16-18, at the McMullen O WILDFLOWER WALK
Club will hold an IBO world qual- | Conference Centor on Higgins A naturalist-lod walk to sce
iflor 3D shoot Saturday and Bun- | Lake, The conclave will include what's blooming n the woods and
day on its walk-through tango in | speakers, domonstrations and marsh begins at 3 p.m. Sunday at
Ypallanti, (313) 4811038 or (313) | workshops for beginner through | Kenelogton.
5612-7772. 1| advanced fly fishers, as well an a

FISHING CLUBS

O MCHIGAN FLY FISHIRG

The Michigan Fly Plshlng Club
moets at 7 p.m. the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at
Livonia Clarenceville Junior High
Bchool, (810) 478-1494.

W FOUR STZASONS

Tho Pour Beasons Fishing Club
mocta 7:30 p.m. the first Wodnes-
dayof each month at tho Maple-
wood Conter In Garden Clty, 477-
3816,

B MITRO-WIST STEELKYADERS
Metro-West Steoiheaders meots
at 7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday
Gl each month at Garden Clty
High School, 420-2965.

SEASONS,/DATES

|

Spring turkey season runs
through May 28 In designated
anagement areas acrosa tho
state,

apass

Catch-and-releas bass fishing is
permittod on Casa, Kent and
Pontiac lakes through May 27.
The regular bass scason opens
‘Mny 28.

youth program, an auction and
rafflea. lodging and meals are
available at the center and there
aro camplng facilitiea at Higgins
Lake State Purk. For more infor-
mation call Jim 8chramm at
(616) B69-6487,

[y ]
FUNDRAISERS

< PEREGRINT RETURN
““An Urban Celebration,” will bo
held 5-8 p.m. today at the Book
Building In Detrolt. Procoeds
from the event, which Includea
muslc, refreshments, & silcat aug-
tion and a llve poregrins display,
will benefit the Perogrine Resto-
ration Project through the Natu-
ral Heritage Program of tho DNR
Nongame Wiildlifo Pund. Ticketa
aro $20, (313) 853-1628,

METROPARKS

 MITROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Moat Metropark programs are
fres, while some require a nomi-
nal feo, Advanced registration and
a mator vehicle permit aro ro-
qulred for all programs. Call the
respective parks, toll froe: Stony
Creek, 1-800-477-7756; Indian
Springs, 1-800-477-3192; Kena-
ington, 1-800-477-3178.

LR R4
It Is legal to use hand nets for o ADUL
eatching smelt ide through 'n " |_A". 1lo walk in
M‘Y 31 scarch of wildiife begins at 8 p.m.
o CANPING Friday at Stony Creek.
Addison Oaks County Pa;xk l:’uxr B SWARIP SERTHMADE
Rochester (810 633-2432) an Thrlll to the trills and croaks of
Groveland Oaks County Park frogs and toads calling for mates
noar Holly (810 634-0311) aro and leam to Identify local species
open for summer camping. by sound and sight during this
 FRET FISHIKO evening swamp walk, which be-

- Michigan's 10th annun! Froo gina at 8:30 p.m. Priday at Indlan
Fishing Weekend, in which no Springs.
fishing licensa or trout/ealmon B HORSIA AROUMD
atamp ls required to flsh in Mich- | A domonstration of the toch-

: Igan, will be Baturday and Sun- niques used to traln draft horses

! day, Juno 10-11. this date coln- begins at 1 p.m. Saturday at the

! cides with National Fishing Kenslngton Farm Centor.

' Week, which will be cslebrated

. Juno 5-11. 1 RATURE'S HERSS

Leamn about natural herbs .

+ R SR A through a sllde presentorion ul-
cussES/ towed by 8a outdoor wall in thin

i $HOOTS program, which begl.2s at 1:30

p.m. Saturday at Kensington.

W GIAR KUNTE BEIRIRAR  WIXGED JEWELS
The Michigan Blg Game Hunters | 4 paturalist-led, two-hour walk in
Associatlon will hold a free bear search of spring warblera bogine
bunting seminar beginning at 7 at 8 a.m. Sunday at Stony Croek.

. p.m. tonight at Arrowhead Arch.
. ery In Taylor, (313) 295-3474.

' The Wayne County Sportsmans’

il KUNTER EDUCATION

Club will hold a bunter education
class Saturday snd Sunday at its
clubhouso In Romulus, (313) 532.

B SPRING FLOWERS

A slide program followed by a
walk to explore the world of wood«
land wildlowers begina at 1 p.m.
Sunday st Stony Creek.

B WILDFLOWER FOLKLORY
Participants will loarn tome fas.

“MANUS POWER M

JONYIARD ¢

OAKLAND
COUNTY PARKS

Bear hunters challenge
anti-hunting legislation

Michigan Bear
hunters have
Leen d

GCUTDOOR
INSIGHTS

our views on the techniques in
question. Rest aswured, wo wers

in recent montha
about = proposed
anti-hunting
ballot inltiative
that would al

but end our abil-
ity to hunt black
bear in Michi-
gan. Thoss con-
cerns intensified
last week as sov-
eral  prominent
state and national anti-hunting
proponenta gathered in Troy Sat-
urday to participate in & black
bear i

for all nature programs at Oak.
land County Parks, Call (810)

‘| 625-6473 to register or for more

information.

H D10 INTO 8011
Junlor naturallsts sge 8.13 will
et their hands dirty explori:

The toplc of the symposium
was balting and hound hunting
for Michigan black bear, the same
hunting techniques which the
ballot initiative would ban.

The symposium was spousored
Soclet;

springtails, nematodes, silt and
more during this which

by the i
and the Great Bear Poundation.

Anti-hunt

begins at 1:30 p.m. 8 day at

wero we
bers of CUB (Citizens

Independence Onka.
Hl TUKING YOUR YOT
INTO SPRING

Children ages 3-6 accompanied by
&n adult can uncover the magic of
the season through a mix of ato-
ries, songs, a nature hike, crafts
and more during this program,
which will ba offered in two ses-
slons on Wodneaday, May 31, and
Thursday, June 1, and in ono ses-
slion on 8aturday, June 3. The
‘Wedneaday and Thursday ses.
sions begin at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
and the Saturday scaslon begins
atlpm.

ed by

United for Bear) which is a con-
glomerstion of several anti-hunt-
ing groups including Tho Fund
for Animels, the Michigan
Humane Socioty and Sportsmen
and Property Owners Rights and
Tactics. CUB is spearheading the
ballot Initintive.

Fortunately, dozens of con-
cerned hunters also attended the
sympotium — a show of hands
midway through the day-long pro-
gram indicated there were more
hunters present than anti-bunt-
ern, At the last minute, two bunt-
cr representatives were allowed to
join panel discussions to express

very well

Steve Holeen, past president of
the Michigan Bear Hunters Asso-
ciation, spoke in defenso of hound
hunting and Richard P. Smith, a
renowned outdoor writer and au-
thor from Marquette, spoko in de-
fense of baiting. Both men spoko
with confidence and poiss end
backed up their claims with bio-
logical and scientlfic fucts, some-
thing the anti's couldn’t do. Each
also took his turn exposing some
of the hall-truths put forth by the
anti’s. When questionod, the in-
accuracics were not diaputed. Un-
checked, they would have been
perceived aa fact,

An anti-bunting proposal to
ben baiting and hound hunting of
Michigan black bear will most
likely end up on the ballot in
1996. Tho anti’s bave the money
to solicit the algnatures ni to
force a ballot Initintive.

The anti’s will tell you the ban
is in the best Interest of the black
bear because Michigan’s black
bear need to be protected. They
won't tell you that bocause of

Ing wild areas, prograrns supporte: '

od by bunter monvy, we can con=.
tinue to maintaln viable and
thriving wildlife populations.
Tho anti’s will say bajting and~
hound hunting are unsporting:
and that the animals don't bave a
chance. They won't tell you that
desplto these two techniques the
succesa rate of harvesting a bear
in Michignn is just 27-percent.
The odds are heavily in favor of:
the bear. .
The anti’s will say hunters ars .
only interested in the kill, not the -
welfare of the species. They won't
tell you that in the last 25 years,
because of hunter concerns, th
black bear has risen from a var
mint that wan killed ot will, t5°
prized game ppecies, prof
lsw and hunted only during
highly regulated season. Theys
won't tell you that hunter moneyy
continuta to support black bears
research programs. And they:
won't admit that If they win this.
Initiative they will be back here In?
tho near future trying to eliminate?
bow hunting, rabbit hunting or
bird hunting behind a dog. g
Without these two time-hon-
ored techniques bear bunting in
ichigan will die. Ninety-si

sound gnnl:a practic- .
es, which includ lated { Michigan' ol bls
hunting, the black bear is thriving gc:: ‘;,mg, eom:.m:hnr‘;u;hhtgt

in Michigan with a growing popu-
lation of between 8,000 and 10,000
animals.

They'll say we should leave the
animals alone, but they fail to re-
El{u we have already interfered.

thousands of acres of critical hab-
itat for many animal species.
Through programs to improve
and protect habitat in the remain-

use of these tochniques — seven-
ty-siz-percent of leat year's bear
harvest wan taken over bait and
20.percent  was  taken behind
hounds. Without these tech-
niques, the Michigan bear hunter,
bear rescarch and bear habitat
protection and restoration will
likely become extinct. H
Then what will happen to the
prized Michigan black bear?
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