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Scholar builds ecumenical bridges

BY LENA PULZA
Hrecas Warrss

"'When the Rev. Dr. James R.
Lyons reslgned as a full.time
minlster 13 years ago, ho only
knew that he nvedod freedom to
discover how to continue his
work. Leas than 12 hours later, ho
was asked In convernstion what
ho would do if be could do any-

ctudy tours,

With Lyons as executive direc-
tor, the nob-fcr pmﬂt nrnnluu on
worka to im;

half-dozen languages while cam.
ing e bachelor's degres in speech
and o muuf- dcpeo in near-
Eastern 1 and |

between Chﬂlﬁm and Jews, but
avoids all activities simed at con-
verslon,

“It's an immensely well-run
and enlightened Institute,” sald
Rabbi Amold Sleutelberg or Con-

thing ho wanted with hia life. grogation Bhie Tikvah in Troy,
Without hesita- Sleutelborg has been involved
tlnn, Lyonu re-  with the Institute since maving to
“I would burban Detrolt seven years ago,

start an [nstitute
that would go be-
yond the facads of

Bl and Jowa.”

A more twa woeks later, with
the help of Richard Lobenthal,
Lyons found himself at the helm
of The Ecumenical Institute for
Jewl(ush.Christian Studies with
board members representing
Catholie, Jewish and Protestant
{aiths. And within a month of ita
founding, the Scuthfield-based
Inatituto received national media
attention after Lyons retumed
from hia travols in Isracl and Leb.
anon during a time of upheaval in

1982,

Although he wes surprised by
the publiclty, Lyons has grown
used to expect the unexpected.

“Whenever [ thought I waa
golng through a door, suddenly
1'm off on a shoot somowhere,” he
explains of hia life in the minis-
try.

Today, The Ecumenical Insti-
tute for Jewish-Christian Studies
provides an environment for aca-
demln study and individual in-

It was st an Institute-sponsored
program similar to those he now
hosts that Bleutelberg fimst bo-
came acquaintod with Lyons.
“He's a gifted ocholar and a
gifted teachor. He had an im.
mense understanding of the sen-
sitivitioa of Christians and tho

It was during this time that ke
found himself caught up with the
horrendous activities of the Holo-
caust. His many questions led to
further study, which he continues
to expand even today.

“I'm a firm beliover in belng in.
telloctually mecurate,” explalned
Lyons, “But you must also have
the omotional drive to undanmnd
tho {ssues . . . and the

board members include Lyons,
Lobenthal, who currently serves
as diroctor of the Antl-Dsfama-
tion League, Michigan Region,
Dr. Willlam Quick of tha Metro-
politan United Methodiat Church
in Detroit, and the Most Rev.
Alex J. Brunctt, Bisbop of Hele.
na, Mont., who served 8t. Aldan

Roman Catholic Chureh in Livo- .

nin and Shrino of the Little Flow-
er |n Royal Oak before his recent
appolntment out ‘of state. Loben-
thal And anau also eerve The

to do sumething about it.”

Lyons first became involved in
ccumenical work while serving as
dlrector of the Office of Religious
Affairs st Wayne Stato Universi-
ty. He continued his education In
Biblical studies at the Unlversity

sensltivities of Jows and ho knuw- of Michlgan, and .em,d as a full-
what it 1 lly and time minister for 12 ye:

meang ta be a Jew or a Christian,” Ho and hia wife, Chdlllne. bave
sald Sleutelborg. four grown children: Sherri, Shel-

“He's a perfoct bridge-bullder
bocaune ho knows and respects
each of the groups and aharea in.
formation back and forth, There
are too many walls und barriers in
our soclety, and when someono
1lke Lyona can bring und.

11, Charles and David, and three
grondchildren.

During most o{ hll 13 years
with The

as past
president of the board of trustees,

With the dove as its symbol,
The Ecumenical Institute hes
worked for peace through & host of
volunteers working to promots

The Rev. Dr. Allan Elckelman,
senlor ministor of the Congrega-
tional Church of Birmingham, re-
cently attended a Model Passover
Seder Leld at Temple Beth El
with a group of 20 youth and par-
ents from his church.

Sponsored by The Ecumenical

Lyons has maintained a yearly
schedule nl’ 200 Iecturu ot

ing, I think that's noble work, It
bring mutual res

A church-goer all hla life, Lyons
initially conzidered becoming a
doctor or a paychologist, but pur-
sued the ministry becauss it com-
bined all hls interests.

*“The wministry has everything,”
Inslsta the Detroit natlve, “Whet
an exciting world.”

Little did he know how well his
studies would prepare him for hia
wid-lifo awnkenlnx with The Ec-

lhrouxh ducational

M a nludnnt at Wayne State
Lyons studied the

and » ro-
snurw library and medla center,

schools,

and synagogues acroza the coun-
try and In different parts of the
world. Although he has recently
slowed his pace, bis work is just
as important.

“We're trying to get people to
move beyond the facads of good
will. What we want to do s get
peaple to really engage,” ho ex-
plained, “Wo deal with the tough
questions, the painful questions,
a5 honeatly as we can. My job is
not to pick sldes. My job Is to
help people understand the ques-
tion.”

‘The Ecumenlcal Institute for

the snnual cvent not
only kept hls group Intrigued, but
also encouraged participation.

“I think they’re performing a
worthwhile servics for the com-
munity In enhancing the research
and dinlogue between faith
groups. Their work §s significant
becausa it focuses and shapes the
culture end the cultural attitudes
in positive ways,” sald Eickel-
mann.

“With sa much division as wo
have in nociety, with as many hate
groups and prejudices ., . . to bove
an Inatitute building on commo-
nallty is very, very significant,”

*And [t's very important to look
at the differcnces as well. The dif-
ferences are worth eclebrating and

Chmtzan Smglas Network™

u!.uahd,iw gmgunﬂ, mistiana Laﬁdﬁuv
~ For more Information,
see our full page ad In evory
rlonday and Thursday classified section
of tho Obsorver & Eccontric Newspapers!

Blb!e. Jewish and Christian tradi-  Jewish-Christian Studies is at they lead to a greater understand- *
publications, dlalogue groups and  tion, the gospels and moro than a 19300 W. Nine Mile. Founding ingamong people.” Fino A & alfts
Mm—m 10-9 mml'i\::‘ m 5
RELIGION CALENDAR stuctos #to eos-1e00
ltems for the religion calendor B UNIVEROALIST UNITARIAN weekdays, 10:30 a.m. Saturdays, information.
should be submitted no later Guest minister tho Rev, Charlotte | (Rebho's Tiah at 9:30 am.), 9 a.m.
- than noon Friday for the next Cowtan will speak Sunday, May Sundaya and 8 p.m. Fridays. R CONQREGATION B'NAI MOSHE
Thursday's Issue. 21, at the Univeraallst Unltarian M. Robert Syms, rebbi, Harold | Congregation B'nai Moshe s ot '
- Church of Farmington, 25301 8. Loss, rabbi, Paul M. Yedwab, 6800 Drake in West Bloomfield. iy
) Halusted Rosd, P-m:lng!.on Hills, | rebbi, Joshua Bennett, robbi, end | {810) 788-0600. \

BIRNINGHAM TEMPLE
‘The Birmingham Templo will
have & “Colsbration of Istacl” at 8
* p.m. Friday, May 19. Rabbj
Sherwin Wine will discuss “The

Sunday services and Sunday
school are at 10 a.m. Call (810)
478-7272.

Radical Right: Rise of American 8 cHuRcH 07 90
Pasciam.” I be i Hills Church of God,
the theme. For more information 25717 Pawer Road (belween 10

call 477-1410. The temple ia at
28611 W. 12 Milo Road, Farming-
ton Hills.

B MORTH FARMINGTON
COMBRUNITY CHURCH

The church plans at family fair at
4:30 p.m. Sunday, May 21, for all
agea. Events include: games for
- adults and children ot 4:30 p.mj e
= picnic at 5:30 p.m. (bring some-
- thing for grill, a dish to pass and
1awn chaire); a puppet lhmvnl
6:30 p.m., with “His Hi Xk,

and 11 Mile roads), F

Harold Orbach, cantar.

Friday evening, Syme will do-
liver tha sermon; Saturday morn-
ing, Yedwab will deliver tho ser-
mon.

Hille, Sunday school fs at 10 a.m.,
worship servico Is at 11 a.m. Nur-
sory caro in available. Call (810)
477-9144 for mote information.
Sunday sarvices aro at 8:30 a.m.,
and 11 a.m. For information call
(810) 477-9144.

1 CHARISRATIC PRAYER

A charismatic prayer group mects
at 6 p.o. Sundays in Patio Class-
room 1 on the greund floor of the

Unlversity Center at Mad
Sehooleraft and

a puppet team from
‘Christian School. The church is
‘on the north side of 13 MIle Road,
between Orchard Lake Road and
Farmington Road. The church
‘also plana st colebration of muale,
at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, June 4. The
-event will bring together Lbe adult
-cbolr. children's cholr, men's

‘group and various instrumental-
J-u nnd solo performers. Lemon-
‘ads will be served on the lawn aft-
‘orwand,
ﬂ OAKLAND HILLS

CORREINITY CHURCH

Onklmd Hills Community
the chapel of
. William Tyndale College, 35700
‘W, 12 Mlle Road, ono block wesat
‘of Drake. Sunday worship begins
at 11, Nursery care Is provi
Sunday school for ogea 3 to adult
is at 10 a.m. A series on the fami-
Iy suns through Juns 25. Call 478-
5001,

Levan roads, Livonia, For moro
information, call Shewn at (313)
464-9057 or Jullo nt (313) 464-
4566

group also meets at 7:30 p.m.
'I'huuday: for scripture and sing-
Ing at 8t. Edith Church, 16089
Newburgh, Livonia. Thu group

rch
Blovmﬁzid. Church: (810) 681-
3467, Parsonage: (810) 738-5260.
Sunday schoal, 10 a.m.; worship
servico, 11 a.m. Sunday (cvening,
6 p.m.); Wednesday prayer meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN

Holy Spirit Lutheren Church,
4800 Orchard Lake Road, has ser-
vices at 5 p.m. Saturday and 8:30
and 10:45 a.m. Sunday; nursery
provided at second service. Sun-
day school for toddlern through
adults at 9:30 am.

M CONQREQATION SHAARLY
ZEDEX B'NAI ISRAEL CEMTER
Congregation Shaaroy Zedek
B'Nai Isracl, 4200 Walaut Lake
Road, will have sorvices 9 a.m.

Services are: 6 p.m. Friday; ¢
a.m. and 7:16 p.m. Saturday; 8:30
a.m. Sunday; and 7 am. daily.

Elllot Pachter, rabbi; Louis
Klein, hazzan; Shalom Ralph,
scxton emeritus; Abram Rabine-
vitz, Torah reader; Joel Ungar will
chant the Haftorah.

Shabbat Mincha ot 6:30 p.m.,
followed by Se’udnh Shelishit,
and Rabbi’s Mishna class.
Mu'ariv and Havdalah. Kiddush
will follow Shabbat asrvices.

6 TEMPLE EHIR SHALOM
Temple Shir Shalom is at 6642
Maple, West Bloomfield. Friday
servico nt 8 p.m. Saturday scrvice
9:30 a.m. Tish: 11 a.m. Shabbat
services, Far mare informatian,
call thie temple oflice at (810) 737-
8700,

Tho Firat Auxcmh]y of God
Church of West Bloomfield Is
meeting in the facilitics of Tem-
ple Kol Ami, 5085 Walnut Lake
Road, and normally meets at 10 .
a.m. Sundays and 7 p.m. Wednes.
days. (810) 624-6824.

- mem
Jewuh uamee- with lhe Birming-
field E

moeta in the church meeting Saturday and Sunday, and T:16
room. (Use rear entrance 2.) Call a.m. weekdays. For mare informa.
Sandy at (313) 462-2243. tion, call (810) 681-6353.

K PTHE HILL CONGREQATIONAL | Bl CHURCH OF QUR SAVIOUR
Pino Hill Congregational Church, | Church of Our Su\dnur. Pmnbyw-
4160 Middlebelt, West Bloom- rian (USA), 6655 Middlebelt, con-
fleld, has Sunday worship ser- ducts 10a.m. Bundny sorvices,
vices at 10:30 a.m. Nursory care Church ochool classes for infants
and Sunday school are provided through high school and crlb care
during the service. For Infc aro available during Ip. For

tlon, call (810) 626-2737.

M TEMPLE ISRAEL
Temple Isracl, 5725 Walnut Lake
‘Road, will havo services 7:30 a.m.

more information, mll {B10) 626-
7606, Facilitics are barrier-free.
‘Weekday preschoo! program and
child care are open to tho commu-

are
nity. Call (810) 855-6186 for more

Chahud at 10 am, Sutul;:l-y- B
momings at the Masonic Teinple.
(810) 544-8639.

Farmington area religious insti-
tutions should submit calendar
items to the Farmington Observer,
33411 Grand River, Farmington
48335,

G,

| g== Get up-to-the minute Open House Informationi

Listed by city, on our easy to use voice telephone directory, just call from any touch tone telephone and Y35
hear the latest real estate information —it’s as easy as 1-2-3.

m Call $53-2020 from any touch tone telephone

B nl’o hear listings In Oakiand County PRESS 4, in Wayne County PRESS 2 and for Additional Areas PRESS 3, or
‘R prass the number following the clty you are inferested in:

Elchoose your
price range and listen
to the listings for the

‘f city youve chosen.
“l 7o back up, PRESS 1
§ - Topause, PRESS 2
3 « Yo jump chead, PRESS 3
- +Toext at anylime press*

OAKLAND COUNTY-
.4280

Waolled Lake...
Lokes Areq.......

WAYNE COUNTY-
Canton
Garden
ivonla....
Northville
Ptymouth,

Waestiand
D

ADDITIONAL AREAS-
Livingston County.
Washienaw ..

TRUNK SHOW

Meet designer Ron LoVece in person
and let bim and our enced
staff belp you create the perfect look
Jor your wedding.

MAY 18,19, 20

By Appolniment Only

EXCLUSIVES

For the Bride

d » Birmlngham, Mickl

708 N. Wood tigan ¢ (810} 647-4393 Q

Othot Suburbon Homes.
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