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BY Tix RICHARD
BYAYY WiiTRR

State Senate Republicans per-
formed aggravated assault on the
Michigan Trlal Lawyers Associn-
tion by passing a bill to cut prod-
uct Mabllity suits.

“This is about restoration of
common senso,” sald Ben. Mike
Rogers, R-Howell, charging that
“wo clog the courts with people
i who should not be there and are
) taking veluable resourcea and
| valuable time away from the vic-
! tims who deacrve to be compen-
lﬂll"d-"

“It waan't until this woek that
it was ths corporations that sold
defective products that got away
with murder,” replled Sen. Alma
Wheeler Smith, D-Salem.

The MTLA — whoss members
represent plaintilfs suing compa.
nles and local governments, and

it heavily to D
— infuriated Republicans with
full-page eds that sald tho bill
would result fn more Great Lakes
pollution,

‘The GOP bill hit the lawyers by
limiting “contingency” fees under
which lawycrs collect one-third of
a jury award rather than an hour-
ly rata.

Wednesdny's vote was 22 to 14,
The bill goes to the House, whers
Republicans have a 56-53 cdge,
but a tighter battle Is expectod.

Voting yea were 21 Republicans
and onc Democrat. Republican
David Honigman, an attorney
from West Bloomfleld, joined 13
Democrats in opposition. Two
Detroit Democrats wero absent.
Except for Honigman, all area
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GOP bill bashes trial lawyers

senators voted with thelr parties.
Sorate Bill 344 will:
B Limit co-called “jury shop-
ping” by requlring most suits to
be filed where the Infury occurred,
not in Wayne County where cor-
porate offices are located and ju-
ries are more gonerous.
M Allow jurles to continue award-
ing economlc medical
expenscs and loat wages). But it
will cap “peln and suffering”
awerds at $500,000 for death or
loss of a vital bodily function and
$280,000 for other Injuries.
B Junk the doctrine of “joint and
seversl liability,” under which a
“deep pockets” defendant that
was 20 percent at fault could be
required to pay 100 percent of the
damages if other defendants were
uncoliectible.

O Prohlbit recovery by a plaintiff
who was 60 percent or moro et
fault because of aleohol or drug

Sponzor Joel Gougeon, R-Bay
City, cited a sult against West-
land’s city ico arena as a horrible
cxample of how courts have
turned businesa and government
into “'a form of social insurance.”

In an April 2% deciaion, the
state Court of Appeals ordered a
trial in the case of Gery Singer-
man, who was playing goalle with-
out a mask, struck in theoya by a
deflectod puck and injured. Ho
chi the arena'a lighting was
dafoctive, A clreult judge dls.
missed the case. Appellate Judge
Maorilyn Kelly of Bloomfield Hills
wrote the 3-0 opinfon that sent
tho case back for trial, -

“You and I know,” said Gou-

goon, “tha real causs of the injury
was not wearing a face mask and
not using reasonable judgment.
But not ono to take responslbility
for a stupid act, we can pazs that
off on product Nability . . . and
collect on that."”

Sen. Gary Poters, D-Bloomfleld
Township, wsald Republicans
failod to show thero was a general
problem In Michigan and relied
solely on anocdotes. Hin dissent
was joined by Smith and George
Z. Hart of Dearborn.

“Folks will remember ths Ford
Pinto with the cxploding gus
tank,” sald Poters — “27 deaths,
24 sorlous bumn injurdes . .  Itall
could have boen prevented for $11
per car. The outragoous part is
the Pord Motor Co, knew very
woll thers were probably some
problems with that gas tank, but
they difl not worry becauss it met
government standards,” a defense
under SB 344, “But government
standards at tha tims dealt only
with front-end collisions, not
back-end collislons.”

Peters said tho manufacturer of
the Dalkon shield Intrauterine
device may hava eacapoed 300,000
clalms under the “saphisticated
user” defense in 8B 344.

“And the reason (baby) paja-
mas have flame retardant materi-
al on them s becauso of a Jaw-
suit,”” Peters sald, concluding
“Michigan can bo a di 1
ground for defective products
from around the world, whether
they're from Taiwan, Dominican
Republic or Hong Kong” becauso
of the strong legal defenses given
manufacturers.

Buy An Amana Central Air
Conditioner Or An Amana High R
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We're Expandin,
Help us stock up with
Designer ltems
for men & women

» Armani » Hugo Boss

« Dkny » Abboud

* Hickey freeman
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958 N, Newburgh Rd. » Westland

One in nine American women will develop breast cancer ...

If it’s found early, about 90% of them will survive.

810-478-0092
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All Furs (from any furren)
Need Our Expert Caxe

We &ra very proud of ous facilities

Wonkd xncther firter do the sane?
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¢ Where will your furs3
spend the summer?

We'd be happy to show you.

Bring In your furs

VE $5
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1! For Free Pick-Uj
mo;co‘?zm" or {313 mfw
Dolscil (1) 13300
7373 Thind Ave.
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The key to beating breast cancer is finding it before it spreads.
While it’s 5till 90% curable. With the best chance of saving the
breast.

At Providence, we're committed to providing a quality program
to screen for breast cancer and teach women about breast
examinations using:

- low-dose radiation

- fully accredited mammography equipment
- specially trained radiologists and technicia
- four locations with convenient hours

- ac of most i e plans

Providence provides all the care you need if the diagnosis is
breast cancer, from surgery, radiation and chemotherapy to
reconstructive surgery. A multidisciplinary working group of
physicians and other health care professionals ussists patients in
deciding which treatment is best for them, then streamlines that
treatiment so care can begin in a matter of days rather than
weeks.

Providence ancologists have access to the latest cancer-fighting
drugs and treatment protocols through membership in several
national research organizations. The Hospital's radiation
oncology program is affiliated with Universily of Michigan,
bringing state-of-the-art care right here for Providence patients.
And we offer something more: The support, care and compas-

sion cancer patients and their families need at a time that
challenges body, mind and spirit.

Please call one of our four locations to begin your breast care
program today. And practice it for life,

Providence Hospital
Southfield
(810) 424-3901

Providence Medical Center-
Providence Park, Novi
(810) 380-4270

Providence Women's Center
Farmington Hills
(810) 488-0860

Providence Medical Center-
Milford
(810) 685-0921

MISSION
HEALTH

ProviDENCE HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS
16001 West Nine Mile Road » Southfieid, Michigan 43075
FPhone: (810) 424-3000

Spousored by P8 Dewghtens of Chartry National Heahth $pitem, loc.
ned §F) Mercy teakth Services
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