and ks a0 aea0e I 1
$30 & wouk ON YO FOCHY

- Farmington

VOLUME 106 NUMBER 68
T

Reside!

Spend and worry: The Far ming-
ton Public Schools plan to spend a
little, save a little. . . and worrya
little. /3A

Talking trash: They dumped @
lot of hazardous trash in Farming-
ton recently — and officials were
happy to have it. /3R

Hold thatline: Farmington Hills
will likely adopt a “hold-the-line”
budget which will seem more like a
line in the sand for future addi-
tional services. /SA

Local scam victims: Two Farm-
ington religious organizations
have taken a hit due to the bank-
ruptcy of the Foundation for New
Era Philanthropy. /SA

Student charged: A Farmington
Hills high schaol student will face
an armed robbery charge stemm-
ing from a holdup in Redford
Township. /6A

Master chefs: Schoolcraft Col-
lege culinary arts professors help
students master skills. /1B

Prize-winning cake: Oakland
County resident Eleanor Froehlich
wins first prize in @ national cook-
ing contest. /1B

Title chase: Harrison High need-
ed a victory over Livonia Churchill
to win the division baseball title
outright. /1C

tempted to qualify again for the
state finals in regional play Fri-
day. /1C

Golf regional: Mercy H’;‘fh at-

bserver car-

riers collect|
the last week
of the month
for that cur-
rent month.
A good por-
tion of the
carrier’s
profit
comes from

their collee-
tions.

BY Bit.L COUTANT
BTAFY Wrimes

A dovelopment that residents ba-
lievo would ruln one of the area’s
most bucolic Natural Beauty Roads
will have to ba changed to win ap-
proval from the Farmington Hilla
Planning Commiaston.

The proposed plan for the 41-home

Homeowners on historle Power Road are stili un-
easy, even though the Farmington Hills Planning
Commisslon turned down a plan for a residentlal
development on their road.

Oakwood Hills subdivision, that
would ba built on 23 acres on the weat
side of Old Power Road north of 11
Mils, was tumed down unanimously
by tommissioners, but will not likely
g0 away.

“We're not used to sceing this lovel
of caring about a community in other
communities where we've worked,”
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fear en

safd Richard Scazmstad, & consulting
engineer represonting developer Jo-
scph Trupliano,

Scaamstad mode the case for the
development, which would push from
30 to 71 the number of houses on the
meandering dirt road that has been
officlally cited as a Natural Beauty
Road by the city for its bounty of flo-
ra and fauna.

But 28 residents, many from Power
Rosd and many from other parts of
thoe city, protested the plan as “too
dense” a development for the historic,:
pastora) arca, Many of them men-
tioned the controversial Timbercreat

@ SEVERTY-FIVE CENTS -

© 1900 Buturtvn Canviunicasons Comanaion

“ ury life

project, to ba built on 92 acres at 12 0
Mile and Middlebelt, and worrled::
that Oakwood Hills would “ruln tho-;
erea.” i
«“Come back with a plan thet worka:
with tho existing zoning." said James *
“Thelring, a 14.year resident of Power
Road. “A plan with 16 or 20 homes
could really blend In”

Commission Chsirwoman Jeri
VanHouten told tho residents she
was sympathetic to their concerns,
but added that tho propasal was
within the current RA-1 (no morc

Soo COUNTRY, 4A

Dialing up a debate

enhold: Farmington schools parent Carol Luckacheiter waited ne
clectronic touin hall meeting on educational reform. Luckscheiter,
the voucher system. Farmington High served as one
239) studios in East Lansing. For more on the discussion,

arly a half-hour to get through during Thursday's

who has two daughters, asked the panel its opinion on
of 250 sites for the satellite feed originating from WKAR-TV (Channel
please turn to 3A.

BHARON LEMIZUX/STATF PHOTOGRA FHER

BY BILL COUTANT
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Appearances asldo, a job change by
Parmington Hilla Councilman Larry
Lichtmsn to a Jaw firm that repre-
sented a.developer of a controversial
project voted on by the city council is
legal.

That was the reactlon of Chris
DeWitt of the state Attonay Gener-
al's office in Lanalng. '\

_ “If he had jolned the {irm (Carson
Fischer of Birm!ngham) prior to nego-
tiations (concerning the Timbercrest
davelopment at 12 Mile and Middle-
belt), that would be & different story,”
DeWitt said. “But there Is nothing 1
am awars of in state law that would

Lichtman, serving bis third two-
yoae council term, bail bezn » share-
holder in Butzal Laug, the state’s
fifth lerguat Jaw firm before moving to
Carson Fischer beginning M-y 1.0On
its own, that move wouldn't have

B ‘it's not unugual for an
attorney to move from
one firm to another.’

John Donohue
citpattorney

been controversial.

“It’s not unusual for un attolaey to
move from one finn to another,\ said
City Attorney John Donohue,

But the job chango in this haa
led to soma socond guessing nb?ut

Lich had ’

campalgn contributions from the de-
veloper, Gary Jonna and his family,
and had been a strong supporter of

Attorney general’s office: Lichtman job legal

Lichtman sent a memo o fellow
councll members announcing his new
job ond the fact that he would not
‘take part any longer In discussions
and votes concerning Timbercrest.

To som, it's closing the bam door
after tho horses havo el

“If there waa no problem, why did
he (oel he hed to tell us?” sald Coun-
cllman Aldo Vagnorzi, a critic of
Lichtman’s conduct during the entiro
Timbercreat discuasions and voto.

Donohus, who sald the council haa
not directad him to give an opinion aa
to the legality of Lichtman's actions,
said LK.l«:h‘t;mnn and m;her‘ wuncl}

ve previ
on fssucs whero they might have a

Donohus added that the Michigan
has & code of conduct

prokibit him joining after. As far a3 the Timbercreat project. conflict of intereat.
that msy be a different ‘That was enough reason to bring an
mattar.” ful recall Ign egainst  Bar Associatl

Lichtman when he was mayor in
1094. The move o the firm that
represented Jonna seems to some o
further indication that' Lichtman
should hixva abstained from any votes
or discusalon about the project.

that covers conflicta of intercst. The
code says that “except as law may
otherwise expressly permit, a Jawyer
iuhlll not represent a privato client in
connoction with & matter in which the
lawyer patticipated personally and

Larry Lichtman :
substantially as a public officer or
Soo LICHTMAN, 2A

ML S

ewsroom: BYO-4TT-B450

Newsccom Fax: 810-477-8722

.. Sports: 313.953-2141

Resder Comment Line: 313.8853-2042
Clasaifiod Advertising: 313-851-0900
Disploy Advertiting: 313-891-2300
Horma Deitvery; 313-801-0300
Cable/TV Woekly: 313-882-2182

By Larny 0°CoNNOR
ETAIY WRITSX At

An out-of-court settlement has been seached be-
twoen the Farmington police and the [amily of &
Parmsington Hills woman, who sald her civil rights
were viol e i

The sult stemmed from two traffic stope by
Parmington police in 1993 involving then South-
field-roaident Joy Durssh.

Pederal District Court Judge Patrick Dugean
ruled the polics officer’s actlons were “masonable”
on the stop

atop six woeks lator was still
"T'he strongly worded civil sull

wors part of on ongoing practics Farmington po-
Tics, alloging they repularly-pmail over black motor-

L
L

Out-of-court settlement r

durpd(hamp‘l‘

jsta and wreak "w!duplud tarror upon the black
nled any wrongdoing. .
rrab, who is black, will recelve an undisclosed
ﬁn-gdul utllaml?‘t. Thecity l‘ Tt nllty! In either
o helatonh P
“Tha city foels vlryhmn[!y about that," John-
son nald. “It Just becames purely economic zs to
how long thoy want to 6r whether they want to con-

ﬁza\.}o. ive to trial”
'It's expensive Lo go |
Durmah’s Anthony Patti, d to
dlacuss the case, Durrdh could not be reached for
comment. |

On the frst stop, Durrab was puiled over on
Farmington Roed acrosk from Baskin Robbins af-
ter pollcs were told by witnesses sho pulled a gun
on them duzing a dlsputa (n the Burger King park.

1 : - 9

ached in civil rights suit

Ing lot.

She was told to exit her gold Mercedes Benz by
officers with thelr guns drawn, which police said Is
proper pracedure during & folony stop. No gun was

found.

A landlord-tonant disputoe led to the confronta-
tion between Durrah and the men in the Burger
King parking lot. The men wero helping a friend
move from a Hilla reaidence when they noticed a
gold Mercedes Benz following them.

The men blocked the Mercedes Benz in a park-
ing spot when the woman began beeping her hom.
Pollce were called. i

In the socond incident, Durrah was stopped for a
dafective brake $ight. When approached by an offi-
cet, sha repo! ® hysterical and was re-
1eased without belng glven a ticket. .




