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call-in program

By LAnnty O'CONNOR
Brary WiuTen

affee and cookies were
bers. Those who weren't

for thought.

Farmington area schoo! folks
gathered for o teleconfercnee —
“Seeds of Change: Building o
New Generation of Schogls” —
Thursday at Furmington High.

At timen, “Scedn of Discon-
. tent” might have been more np-
proprinto.

An article “What's Right
with Schools” was on a table
- with a survey on achool reform.

A persan rending the poll had to

ask Superintendent Bob Max-

ficld what “authentic nasess-
ment” meant.

Another person suggested that
moybe part of the problem was

served to audience mem-

clued in were provided Sturpees

Teleconference di

that people are not sure what ed-
ucators are talking about. The
superintendent agreed.

“We call it the 7-Eleven
test,” soid Moxfield, explaining
how the district tries to explain
things in a way that could be
understood in a convenience
atore.

Not c¢veryone is buying it,
though. Otherwise, Farmington
wouldn't have been asked to
join 250 districts to serve 08 o
yemote site for a statewide
satellito town hall discussion on
education reform.

District afficials “invited” a
croms-section of 70-80 people:
Teachers, union officials and
students. Attendance was 30,

Folka could phone in ques-
tions to the studio in Enst
Lansing. School officinls even
provided o list of “possible”
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Commaents coming: North Farmington juniors Maria Sinan is (left) and Jamie Lossia wait to comment on the

als home reform debate
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querics.

People didn't have to ark
thoae pre-drafted questions,
wnid Sue Zurvalee, sssistant su-
perintendent for community re-
lations. When parent Carol
Luckscheiter got through 25
minutes Inter, she recited the
first question on the list, which
concerned vouchers,

Tencher certification, charter
achoolk, and vouchers earried
the hour nnd o half. State
school board trustee W. Clark
Durant and Michigan Educa-
tion Association President
Julius Maddox dominated the
chot, illustrating the political
polarization wrought in the ed-

ucational debate.

Those in the Farmington High
audience let it be known whose
arguments they supported. Every
time Durant spoke, a multitude
of hisscs made it sound like
someone was fetting air out of all
the tires in the bus garage.

Harrison igh senior Jonny
Curren was one of a handful of
students who watched the pro-
ceedings. She was a bit per-
plexed by it all.

“They're really not dia-
cussing thinga that arc relevant
to the kids,” said Curren, sit-
ting the near the front in a
Farmington High classroom.

AQerward, the Farmington

On screen: A room full of teachers, administrators,
parents and studer.ts listen to W. Clark Durant
speaking live from East Lansing.

group talked about what they
beard and didn't hear. There was
no cheese, but plenty of whine.

One audience member ques-
tioned the motives of those call-
ing for the abolition of the
schoo) code. Another suggested
starting an alterpative to the
conservative think tank Mack-
inae Center, which hos been
critical of the school system.

Others bemoaned the in-
crease in teacher and education
bashing in general.

“It’s not politically correct to
say what the schools are doing
right,” Maxficld added.

Harrison and Farmington
Training Center instructor
Robert Strausz wondered why
the teleconference debate fo-
cused so much on teacher ac-
creditation. North Farmington
senior Jamie Lossia provided

an answer.,

“I'm putting my future in
their hands,” Lossin snid. *I
want to know if they can teach.”

That is when teachers are al-
lowed to, another student noted.

“Qur schools are trying pro-
gram ofter program,” Curren
said. “The peaple above are
making up things for the teach-
era to do. The teachers are sick
of it. They want to teach.”

The next teleconference is
act for Aug. 29. The students
had some advice for those who
host it: Try moro diversity. .

“The people who were on
there were the same type of
people — school board types,”
Curren gaid. “They need a
wider varicty of people. Not the
people from higher offices, but
the people who are in the class-
room cveryday.”

Farmington Schools budget

By Lanrny O'CONNOR
+BTAPF WIITER

Sahoal

cost nearly $3 mitlion,
Alzo, legisiative ruminntions

I Farmington Public
*plan to apend n little, save a lit-
itle and werry a little.

' This year's proposcd budget
realln for o spending increaae of
13.6-percent. A bulk of the money
‘— 81,300,300 — is enrmarked
‘for six new instructionnl pro-
: grams, (sce related story)

+ A public hearing will take
» place 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 23,
; at the board of education office.

¢ The $106 million budget is
~$1.2 million more than expected
crevenues, leaving the district to
~tap its reserve fund for the dif-
ference. Fund balance is atill
2$20.6 million.

4 Spending and savings are cov-
<cred. What nbout those worrics?

2 Two news items are causing
Znew Assistant Superintendent
zfor Finonce Cheryl Cannon
eslight anxiety.

e Ono ia the recent state
<Supreme Court ruling requiring
2the state to pre-fund employce
2health and pension benefits. In-
:!wnd of an actunry aystem, the
7atate has used a poy-as-they go
7 methed,

% Ifthe decision atanda up, Can-

- vron said the district will have to

< match an additional 5 percent of
Yoemployco snlarics. That could

nbout ing p prop-
erty from tox rolls isn't Manlox
for the financinl stomach, either.
If that were to happen, it would
croan off $4 million in revenue to
Farmington schools.

Added up, the total would be
87 million, which is roughly
what Farmington schools lost to
atate-nid recapture in 1990,

“This might not all happen,”
snid Cannon, whe joined Farm-
ington from Chippewn Valley
achools, “We have to be on the
lockout and cognizant of what's
being proposed.”

Ironically, school funding in
stable s it has been in awhile.

The state providea 63.3 per-
cent — $56.8 million — in cate-
gorical aid. The district has
made those nssumptions on the
Housc's tate-nid bill. Cannon is

fident o blo fnesimil

will pass in the Senate.

Another 44.3 percent — $46.3
million — ia expected from locnl
property taxcs. Federal and
transfer moncy — $2.5 million —
accountn for tho other 2 percent
of revenue.

That's a far ¢ry from the 97
pereent that used to come golely
from local property taxes before
Proposal A. Subscquently, the

includes 3.6% spending hike

scheol millage rate has dropped
to 14.64 milla for homestead
(18.74 milly for nonhomestead).

With Proposal A's hold-horm-
less provision, Farmington was
nble to maintain its per-pupil
spending level.

State funding provides far o
1.9 pereent, or $166, increase per
student this year to $8,745.

Salaries and benefits account
for 80 percent — $86 million -—
of expenditures, With new pro-
grams, 26 full- and part-time po-
sitions have been added.

“We're being very careful,”
Cannon snid. “You notice we're
adding teaching positions and
not administration These teach-
ers can be retained through at-
trition ar retirement.”

The district will spend $16.8
million on supplies and $3 mil-
lion for capital outlny.

In the special revenue fund
budget, the Special Education
Center Program will cost $11.7
million; Nutrition Service Pro-
gram runs $1.7 million; and the
Athletic Program totals $1 million.

The $105 million budget in
double whnt the fiest-year assin-
tant superintendent handled for
Chippewa Valley. Connon wasn't
dnunted by the task.

“The budgeting basics are all
the same,” she said.

‘Plan adds programs, innovations

% This yenr's proposed Farming-
Iton Public Schools budget re-
g flects somo now ways the district
will bo educating children.

4 Added programs and realloca-
tion of resaurces into other arcas
2highlight tho innovations. Addi-
Stional tonchcra nnd paraprofes.
onals arc also part of the new

tup.

Insteuction initiatives include:
Elghth-grado restructuring
nd Global Villago Project —
SCalls for team toaching and
2block scheduling to ba croated in
2ardor to infuse technology and
interdisciplinary instruction at
<the district's four middlo achools.
SEight full-timo teachers will be
addad, Cost: $603,646.

Teacher leadorship and sup-

port positions — Adds full-time
teachor leaders who report to the
principal at both Hillaido nnd
Gill clemontaries, which have
enrolimonta of moro than 500;
and a leadership support person
at tho sccondary level for lan-
gungo arte, science and math,
Cost: $304,000.

& Roductions in kindergarten
class aizo and increase in para-
profossionals — comes about
with the climination of the Eatly
s program at Alameda and
Fairview. Money from that pro-
gram will provide 712 parapro-
fossional positions, Thoy will
work with students who nced in-
tervontion at an early age, Cost:
$101,400,

M High achool restructuring —

includes North Farmington
High'n voluntary community ser-
vice program nnd ninth-grade re-
structuring at Farmington High.
A clnas integeating math, science
and technology highlights the
Farmington High program. A
similar program is being pre-
pared for Harrison High. Two
tonching positions will be added.
Coat: $124,840,

B High school conflict resolution
— a program to offer students
peaceful alternatives to nettlo
disputes, Cost: $83,340.

® Summer School program for
targeted K-3 students — calla far
intonsive instruction for fdenti-
fied students, who are having
difficulty in kindergarton
through grade three. Cost:
$78,170.
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