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I'm just oo angry that this hap-
pened, not just becouse it was my
son's car, but that it can happen
during school hours, in a protect-
ed car lot that [s not that large,

These students have no re-
course but to accept it as a matier
of fact. | have such fear that a stu-
dent will wind up getting hurt
critically. Why are the students
allowed to stay in school when

* they cause problems? When are
the students going to start to re-
spect their teachers? Why are the
students allowed to eat in class?
To drink beverages in class? To
just leave a class? To have
becpers? And to have tho right to
talk back the way they do?

I just can't help but feel that
there are other parents that fecl
the way I do, That are tired of
having their children's watches,
walleta and other items stolen
from thelr gym locker, cars keyed
or broken into, thelr children
pushed around, harassed and just

Emily Baker, a sixth-grader st Pow-
er Middle School and daughter of
Mike and Kathy Baker of Farmington
Hills, was recently honored by the
Michigan Youth Arts Festival for her
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! Bythonumbors: Laura Athens, @ mediator, writes out expenses for John and Cathy gt Family Centers of America
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pastel drawing of green peppers.

Her work was selected for exhibi-
tion at the 1995 festival, held on the

made to fecl afraid. This zhould
not bo ellowed, But what are wo
a3 parents to do? How many ex-
cuses are wo aupposed to sccept
an to why this happens and that
we should underatand?

I've written to Dr. C. Robert
Maxfield, the superintendent of
schools for Farmington. I feel that
this is something that moro par.
ents should do. ‘To let him know
that we don’t want to put up with
this, to accept it as a way of being,
10 be n part of what our children
have to put up with becauss thers
are theso types of students who
fecl they can bully these other
students around. Something has
to be done soan so that the stu-
dents who want to learn, be in-
volved and be proud of their
school have that opportunity
again.

Diane K. McQuiston is o resi-
dent of Farmington Hills.

6th-grader honored for artwork

campus of Western Michigan Univer-
sity in Kalamszoo, Msy 11-13.

Baker's teacher Gail Piepenburg of
Power Middle School submitted ber
wark to the festival ccmmlttee.

The annua) festivel showcases stu-
dent dance, thester, instrumental and
vocal music, visual arts, film/video,
and cleative writing.

«issues, Fessler said. The wife
‘may bo concerned about the way
her husband speaks to her or the
way he acta toward her friends,
_but not be able to identify the real
issues.

. When they work through the
proceaa themselves, they have a
better understanding, Fesaler

“ said.

Often, in a courtroam ectting.,

- decisions nre made by the judge.

the center, and Fessler says
there's o major need in that area.

A divorce means there must bo
o judgment that meets certain re-
quirements by law, but the pro-
ceas and work of getting a settle-
ment doesn’t have to be dons in
court, sho sald.

Fessler sces an important issuc
in people belng forced to accept
Imposed decisians in court. Often,

snid.

family dynamica,”

could

“It’s humillating to air your per-
sonsl problems in court,” she

Laws don‘t deal with relation-
ship problems, she said. “Thoy
don't really deal with emotions,

Some lawyers fear mediation
will take money out af their pock-
ctbooks, Feasler sald. But she
aees the center working with law-

tively deal with emotions,” she
eaid.

In the mediation system, cou-
plea can bring in their children for
an orientation session. Kids are
not engaged in the nitty-gritty of a
divorce, but “children need infor-
mation. It belps them reduce
their anxiety and fears,” she said.

‘The time required to have a di-
vorce medinted depends on the

the people involved never get to  yers. Medlati
speak and tho judge decides for |

When a problem is mediated, peo-
them.

- ple are involved in the decislons.
. “When people own thelr own de- ‘That leads to unhappi and
. cinions, they are more likely tolet  *'a lot of extra baggage,” Fessler
‘g0, put it to and move on,”  said.
Fessler aid. The key to private mediation is
Divorce s the major focus of that it's private and confidential.

family

awyers' caselonds, 1f they let peo-
ple who are skilled and trpined in
do the work, she
said. It's been well-received by
same attorneys. “We'ro not ro-
placing the need for the skill of an
attorney. But we can more effec-
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In a Short Time?

Bloomfield Hills {810} 258-5300
Farmington Hills {810) 737-0444
Grosse Pointe [313) 882-6400

Just visit any branch or open by phone

1-800-968-4425

Republic Information Center Hours

Monday-Friday 7a.m.~7p.m.
Saturday 9a.m.~ncon

REPUBLIC
BANK

Annuat Percontae Yield (APY) is accurate as of May 14, 1995, Penalty for earty withdrawal.
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Family Centers will work with
people so they can afford the ser-

vices, Fesaler sald.

Family Centers of America Inc.

Orchard Lahe Road,

Suite 100, Farmington Hills. (810}
0.

iz at 30230
855-302

peo d. If there is & laun-
dry list of problems, it could take
o while. The average is 10-12 ses-
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Boast your child’s grades.
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Cornweil Pool & Patlo carries the
nation’s most elegant brands and
modeis of cutdoor fumiture
-Winston, Grosfillex, Homecrest,
Lane, Hatteras, Woodard wrought
Iron and aluminum. . .and more!
« Patio Fumiture
+ Swimming Pools
* Pool Supplles
« Spas & Tubs
« Accessories
* More

= Lowest prices are just the beginning.
Come in and be surprised,
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