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On losing Larry

Primer yields many lessons

the relicf radiate over the eity from 11

Mile and Orchard Lake roads Monday
evening. Tt was something like the coming of a
ool breeze nfter the passage of a heat wave.

Larry Lichtman — the man they love to
hate in certain sections of the city — an-
rounced Monday that he would not stand for
re-clection to the Farmington Hills City Coun-
vil in November.

He claims his decision has nothing to do
ith the controversial development he sup-
sted or the recall aimed ot him (and five
+ council members) or the face that he'’s
rwcently joined the law firm that represeats
thiat developer.

Yes. Of course.

Anyway, now it's lame-duck Larry. Larry
Lichtman, who supported without equivoca-
t:vn the Timbercrest development in the face
of huge opposition, soon will be local political
history.

{s everybody happy?

How nbout you, Sharon Stein and Sol Ross-
man and all the others who lived so long (und
happily enough, if your comments are any in-
tication) in the subs south of 12 Mile und east
of Middiebelt? You may be getting the shops
und houses and traffic of Timbercrest, but
you're losing your chief antagonist. Witha
nple Larry acc tished
wh.at your name-calling and recall petitions
cculd mot.

Ard how about you, other Farmington Hitls
.uncil members? Timbercrest, along with the
ring acrimonious debate and recall effort,
13 giving the whole community kind of a bad
stell, wasn't it? And five of you sided with

A hhhhhhhhhhhh. You could atmost feel

N

Larry on the Timbererest issue. Some of you
are up for re-election this fatl. Yes, of course
‘Timbercrest in particular and developent in
generat will be on the minds of voters,

And, last of all, how about you, Larry? You
won't huve te suffer the slings and arrows of
outruged residents anymore for simply stick-
ing by your beliefs. You'll be happy to find
that, yes, there is life after local politics.

Well, here are a few lessons we've learned
frum our Titmbercrest primer:

H Farmington Hills has lots of fine people
who'd rather fight than run that is, move to
some new subdivision in some underdeveloped
town to the west or north. They understand,
no doubt, a developer, like nature, abhors a
vacuum.

@8 Such citizens who care enough about their
community to stay and speak up and act do
make a differvnce. The fotks who banded to-
grether to form Voters' Voice couldn't stop Tim-
bererest or recall the council, but the debate
they raised resulted in a better development.
We know that in his heart of hearts Larry
agrees with us on that.

W Ifjust u fuw of the Voters' Voicers remain
involved to the point of running for (he council

Roliing on: Public transportation could take a variety of ways to serve the
needs of people in the metropolitan area, but it will take business and
community leaders to put the system together,

Pz hone

or serving on city bourds or or
maybe just bothering to vote in local elections,
then oll the nastiness and upheaval will have
been worth it.

® Larry Lichtman, despite Timbercrest and
nll that went with it, is leaving the city a lega-
ey, or at least part of ane. It's the Ice Arena,
now a building in Founders Sports Park on
Eight Mile. We think that structure will be
heralded long after Timbercrest has become
just another strip moll — with vacancies.

Memorial Day marks special time

emorial Day has specinl meaning

this year becnuse 1895 marks the

50th anniversary of the end of World
ar 11,

Half a century after the fighting stopped,

«rea residents will gather throughout the
kend — mostly to celeb a day off from

werk and the beginning of the summer season

but also to pay tribute, remember and reflect.

The Warld War II cra rctains o certain al-
fure to us still, even though it was o devastat-
ing time for many families. That allure comes
frum being part of a country that pulled to-
gether in pursuit of a common goal.

Some 292,000 Americans were kiiled in the
wur. Nearly nine out of every 1,000 American
servicemen were killed in action.

Gen. Douglas MacArthur once said of the
American scldier fighting during World War 11,
“He belongs whuwry as fumssh.mg one oflhe
preatest

“He belongs to pouzmy as thc instructor of
future generations in the principles of liberty
and freedom.”

This Memorial Day we remember the
Americans who gave their lives so that free-
dum is a reality.

The generation of Americans who fought that
wor was an amazing one. They were young but
they understood the commen purpose.

Tarety nnmdwudmhave ;omanypeop}c
joined nati goal.

'i‘hemumllpolmmlmmmmlheldm
that we are all in something together. That's

especinlly true in our own political times
when exawples of our division are all around.

This Memorial Day we pay tribute to the
miilions of scldiers who lost their lives defend-
ing our freedom.

Take time to celebrate and ponder and join
the special events that will be held throughout
the area:

@ Farmington: The Farmington Memorial
Day Parade, featuring o military plane fly-
over, is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Memorial
Day, Monday, May 28, along Grand River in
downtown Farmington.

The parade route will be northwest along
Grand River Avenue from obout Mooney to
the war memarinls near the Masonic Temple.
® Livonin: Wreath placing ceremony and pa-
rade on Saturday, May 27, Ceremony will be-
gin ot 9 n.m. at Veterans Park, Five Mile and
Farmington Road in Livonia. The parade will
begin at 10:30 a.m. from the southeast corner
of Five Mile and Hubbard.

@ Plymouth: Parande starts at 9:30 a.m. on
AMonday, May 29.

The parade route opens an Theodore, just
north of Main, at the railroad tracks ond con-
tinues southwest along Main to the veterans’
memorials at Kellogg Park, where o stage cer-
emony is scheduled.

A three-gun salute is scheduled for the cer-
cmony at Kellogg Park.

Also marching in the parade are local Boy
Scout and Girl Scout groups, and veterans'
auxiliary groups are participating.

B Garden City: Annual ceremony at 11 a.m.
Monday, May 29, at City Hall, on Middlbelt,
just north of Ford Road, Taking part are rep-
resentatives of eight to 10 veterans’ groups
and Garden City High School Air Force Jr.
ROTC.

8 Westland: Local veterans’ groups will hold 2
ceremony at 1 p.m. Monday, May 29, at Veter-
ans’ Memorial, in front of city hall, Ford Road,
just west of Newburgh.,
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Thanks extended

? he staff of Maple Elementary School

would like to thank Schecter Landscnp-
ing. Kenny Schecter, and Southwyek
Carpumlmn Rmk Roscn, for donating lhclr
time, and 1to
help us prepare the groundwork for our new
play structure.

Without these two community volunteers
and their colleagucs, the students at Maple
would not have been able to use their new play
equipment, purchased by the Maple PTA, We
extend our sincere thanks and appreciation.

Bcott L. Little, principal
Maple Elementary Saliool

He loves the city

owed the city, nnd his children, the belief that
your life is more than the four walls that sur-
round you.

And, for those who know nothing of the de-
tails of Larry's move to Carson Fisher, please
dun't speak as if your accusations are indeed
fuct. I assure you that if you knew the fucts,
the negative press would cease.

And finiilly, shame on you, Mr. Vagnozzi,
for creating the impression of impropricty.
You've known Larry Lichtman a very long
time and you know what he's about.

1t's the sort of sheannigans that keep pro-
fessional and capable people out of the public
forum.

Holly Lichtman, Farmington Hills

Editor's nolr.' Holly Lu'hlman iz the wife
of C Larry

am sure that most of Larry Lict ‘s de-
tractors have no idea of the time nnd dedi-
& cation one must have to serve this city well.

Larry hns scrved this city not for political
glory, bat instead for his love of the city. And
it has been, yes, hia privilege thanks to the
voters who elected him to serve.

But, this honor has not come without a
price. And, no, I'm not speaking to the individ-
uals who try to influence Larry or other coun-
cilmembers with their threats, veiled ar
otherwise, but to the personal cost a family
must pay to allow one jts members to dedicale
such a large portion of their livea to what is
essentially o community service.

However, when Larry’s integrity in called
into question, [ can no lenger sit idly by,

1 wasn't able to view all of the Timbercrest
debates, but most of them, and it intrigued me
that so many understood so little.

Decisions on the council cannot always be
based on wants or desires, but what avenue is
legally correct for councilmembers to follow.

The Timbercrest project boiled down to cs-
sentially this: The Jonna family owned the
property and were within their legnl rights to
develop it.

Larry understood this, and was willing to
take the arrows flung his way. Other council
members, however, gave in to cowardice. Per-
haps the coming election year played a port.

And finally, for the many of you who do not
know our family and what the Lichtman fami-
ly has stood for over the years, from Fred
Lichtmen, who was an originsl charter mem-
ber, who imprinted in'his children the necesni-
ty of service with honor, to Larry, who felt he

About the bombing

atn happy to respond to the inquiries
poscd in Sarah Jetta's letter as to the
“lock of lendership in Michigan concerning
the Michigan Militia ns it relates to the Okla-
homn affnir,” a8 well as the comments on con-
servatives,

First, there is more of o connection (as fur as
the FBI is concerned, at least) between the First
Infantry Division of the United States Army at
Fart Riley, Kanaas (where Nichols, McVeigh
and other possible suspects met) than there i
with the Michignn Militia.

As far as federal authorities are concerned
(nlthough you'd never know this from the way
the press, in covering the bombing, libernlly
pussed around blame to everyone from talk rn-
dio hosts nnd listeners, to the Michigan Militia,
and to conservatives in general), the Michigan
Militin hns nothing to do with the bombing and
the FBI is not interested in questioning them,

As for Jetta's commenta that the bombers
were from the conaervative camp, this is irrel-
cvant, fust as it is irrelevant that the Un-
abomber ia from tho liberal camp. The
terrorism in Oklahoma was sickening and
committed by terrorists — period — and was
rightly condemned by conservativo and liberal
groups alike,

Sccond, I would just like to ndd that per-
haps you should not be so quick to Iabel, be-
cause you use Inhela as broadly ns you secem
1o, those very labels will eventually find you
a8 n deserving target.

Lynn L. Jahncke, Farmington Iills
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" O Mlm *Because we publish communily newspapers, e think about cammunﬂyjaurnallam
. in a fundamentally dl/fmm way than our bigger i They 10 be

lndcpmdmt from the stories and muniti

they cover,

in to write the unusial or

lonal and then dashing off to cover

elac. We regard oursclves as both accurate

. }oumalmt and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power
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