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Heritage Park concert
istars Farmington band

: / M emorial Day weekead officially marks the start

of the summer season. Klcking it off Is the
Parmington Community Band with the first of
three outdoor concerts,

‘The band will be perferming at 8 tonlght in Heritage
Park on Farmington Road north of 10 Mile in Farmlng-
ton Hills. Parmington Community Band retuma to Hee-
itage Park 8 pum, Thursdsy, June 22 and 8 p.om. Thurs-
day, July 20, The July 20 concert will be a ealute to jazz.

Farmington Community Band travels to Nerthville to
present a concert as part of that city's Clock Concert
Setiea at Lhe Afain Strect Gazebo 7:30 p.m. Friday, June

9.

The band will help the AAA Farmington Hills branch
celebrate its first anniversery 7 pum. Wednesday, June
21, by presenting a musical program on the lawn et that
branch, 38751 W. 12 Mlle Road, between Halstead and
Haggerty Roads in Parmington Hilla,

B Mark your calendars! Livonis Symphooy's annual
“Chip In for the Arts” golf cuting Is Wednesday, June
28, at Fox Creek Golf Course on Seven Mile Road, cast
of Newburgh, Livosia. The cost iy $90 per golfer and
iscludes groena fees, caxt, prizes and refreshments, Con-
tinental breakfast scrved during registration at 7:30
2., shotgun start at B:16 a.m., lunch, prizes and
awards at noon.

Hols sporcarzhin available far $100, be s gulf patron
for $500. Call (313) 421-1111 for information. Event pro-
coeds to benefit the Livonia Symphony Orchestra.

0 Oakland Community College, Orchard Ridge Campus

to 5 p.m. Saturday, Juns 24.

Join Chefs Miloa Cikelka, Jimmy Schmidt, Peter
Lozen, Lorraine Platman, and othem for an exciting dey
of food, wine and culinary wisdem including seminars,
and wine tastings,
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Now showing

See restaurant specials to
Learn more about Cafe
‘Cortina'’s special dinner
; featuring scafood dishes
from the ltalian Riviera on
June 28 at the restuurant
in Farmington Hills.

Chech vut Entertaining
...Choices to find out what's
on stage in your
community.

Th,

Mel Gibson tokes a gamble
e with *Braveheart®an epic
drama about a patrict
2w who unites various clans
. in Scotland ngainst King
Edward I, winning several
hey battles in the 13th
century.

rovics

Readers share “Wish You

helped put Rens, Ohia on
the musical map. " .
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in Fasmington Hills, is hosting Culinary Classic, S a.m.

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
HBYAF Werea

Gary Powe!l has spent most of
his lifo in Michigan, but his heart
is in the South, at least so far as
his musle is concerned.

Next month Powall plans to
move to Nashville full time and try
his hand at making a name for
himself in the music business.

As far back as the Plymouth res-
ident can remember ho haa been
cnamored of country music. Ana
tecnager in the 1960s, when his
conterpararics were listening to
Jimi Hendrix and The Doors, Pow-
ell couldn’t get enough of Floyd
Cramer, Boots Randolph and other
country greats of the day.

When Powell was 13, his mother
bought him a guitar for Christmas,
He took lessons, but couldn’t learn
to read music. So be qult and
taught himsell how to play the gul.

tar,

n 1975 Powell started writing
and singing songs of his own, but
he dldn’c have tho nerve to hang
bis futurh on it until dow,

“t'a basically & shoét in the
dark,” h said. “But J've gotten a
lot farthhr with it then I ever
thought I would.”

Indetd, Powell's first album,
called “Havin’ Fun Tonight” is
available for sale at Repeat the
Beat, Dearborn Music and Plym-
outh Party Store. |

Two singles from the album,
“Memories of You" and “Let's Go
Qut Tonight” are played by the
Ypsilanti-based eudlo station  ~
WSDS-AM {1480 kilohertz).

® WSDS program director Chris
Sharp said folks seem to like Pow-
ell’s songs. And requests foe the
two alngles are apparently not
coming {rom family membors, as [s
the case with many local artists,
she aaid.

Powell “is better than the aver-
2ge independent artist,” aho nafd.
“[ think he probably will do really
good. A lot of the Independent art.
ista really don't have the voice. He
definitely has the volce for {1

: “Im just a
s regular dog. I
 rren around. I
Jump the fence
now and then,
. but I always
' come back
home”

" — Gary Powell ’

and runs approximately 28 min-
utes. He singe nine of the songs,
leaving the remainlng tune to his
sisters, Denise Reynolda and Amy
Preston, both of West Virginia,

The tunes are stralghtforward,
pleasant and lively, but no one will
mistake Powell's soft singing voice
for Hank Willlams Jr. or David Al
lan Coe.
The lyrics draw from Powall's 40
years of experience in life, includ-
ing two marrisges, s couple jobs
ond a dash of hell raining.

“I've fallen on my butt peveral
times in my life,” he said. “And
somchow | always come out smell-
Jing like a yose. I'm just a regular
dog. I run around. I jump the fenco
.pow and then, but I alwayscome -’
back howe."

Pawell, however, isn't one of
those country artists who are paid
millions for their work. In fact, it's
maore the other way around.

Powell went to the Muric Ma.
chine Studio in Nashville, Tenn.,
ond “I pay them to do all the re.
cordings, basically. I'm taking ofl
on this on my own.” .

At tha moment, Powell toils over
the songs for a second album, but
he writes them at a gaa station in
the middle of the night.

Bveryone haa to pay the rent,
and Powell docs it as a midnight
cashier at Stevenson Shell cn Ann
Arbor Road at Sheldon.

“What I do Is lock the door, grab
my gultar (a Yamaha FC441), sit
down and write,” he sald.

Poweli's opinion of his volice is
not as high as Bharp's, but be
Jooks at it this way: “If Kris Kris-
tofenan”nan make it anybody can,

ons.

‘The compact diac album con-

tains 10 songx written by Powell Canton,

Bitt BARSLER/STAIY PHOTOCKAMIER
Swing your partner: . Gary Powell, a Plymouth resident who is
trying to make a name for himself in the world of country
music, cuts a rug with dance instructor Vicki Sim at Club

This process might scem dlIffi-
cult for a man who can't read or
write music, but Powell manages.
“I juat mess around with it until T
get it the way I want it," ho sald.
“The way I look at it, I'm grtting
pald to write muslc.”

‘Rip Van Winkle’ awakens young talent

BY BANDRA DALKRA-PRYSBY
BPECiAL WaITIR .

All the world may be a stage, but for a group of
erea children, theis atage is at the historic Players
Club in downtown Detroit. .

“1 have grown up doing plays,” sald Mary Do-
nawots, 13 of West Bloomfleld who playe Hagatha
Knlckerbocker In the Sunday cast of “Rip Van
Winkls,” the story of man wha slesps for 20 years,
the current Paper Bag Production, .

“This Is my fourth season, and 1 really enjoy
having an opportunity to perform. Belng on stage
has me more outgoing and given me moro
confidence.”

Dane Joseph, 11 of Southfield, sleo loves the ap-

tause, and said he didn't wait until he found the
stage 1o got it "From the time I was three years old,
1 would make up my own little productions and
then perform for my family and their {riends In the
llving room,” ba sald. “I'vo always been an enter-

tainer,” .
Joeeph, who hes been in & number of aroa chil- N " N
dren theater productions, play “Nlcholas Vedder,”
In the Bunday cast. B’ PREVIEW
s i 1 Yoo e e T
seph’a paasion for theater, “I've ng since algned and creatad tho costumes, and her {ather,
was In ki nd It han Balped rma feel mors  Richard, serves ea a lighting tochuiclan. !
cotfortable in front ofa mg of ls, lb: ulq-' Susan Mentzer, 13, of Bevetly Hilla, aald, like
Adams plays “Woll” in the cast of “Rip." . Alyson, she likes the long run of the Paper Bag
8he also did the show's choreography. “I like per-  plays, “I prefer jong shows, Instead of those that

forming in playn that have a iong.mn. such as the
Py Prod

'sper Bag luctions, If you have to memorize

mm;mmmmwmu
Hetl nlater Kimbaly, 14, has also purformed in

run one or two weekends, becauss there Is less
stress. Also, thore's o grestar amount of time to
davelop the character,” sald Mentzer a membec of

Pape? Beg Productions, bee mether, Nuncy, de

the Saturday cast,
o Seo TALENY, 2B

Talented
cast: These.
young :
thesptans are
membersof -~ -
the cast of
“Rip Van
Winkle,” an :
original mu-:
sical present-
cedatthe
Historic .
Players Club.
by Paper Bag
Productions,
Ltd. :

mel.

“Rip Van Winkle"”

Thoater: Historic Players Club, 3321 East
Jotiorson, (across the street from
. Harbortown) Datroit.

Curtaln timesLunch, noon, show 1p.m. -
Saturday, May 27; lunch 3 p.m. show 2p.m. &
Sundoy, May 28.

Tickets: $7 per person, call (B810) 469-7548
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