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Everything’s just ‘ducky’ at Botsford

Egging them on:
(when else?) on

Mother duck laid an egg — 11 of them, as a matter of fact — and they ail hatched
Mother's Day at Botsford Hospital in Farmington Hills.
ment here at the hospital,” said Bridget Gosine, Botsford
Center has been involved, and so have the medical people.
to have 11 duchlings.” The mother duck (left) sh
ford's director of medical education,
from Joe's Feed Store nearby. The c.
hoped the ducks could remain on the hospital grounds, but
she'd enlist help from the state Department of Natural Resources.

“There's been a lot of excite-

’s director of communications.

I guess it's pretty unusual for a mother duck

owed off some of her chicks. Dr. Vance Powell, Bots-
(above) fed the ducks some cracked corn and egg mash he bought

hild care center's pool became the ducks’ pond. Gosine said she

“in a better setting with water.” She said
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“Qur Child Care

Hills’ ‘housekeeping’ staff takes bow for job well done

* In winter, they plow tho snow
and salt the icy streets. In aum-
.mer, they mow the grass in public
*rights of way, They maintaln the
‘city’s drain syatem aond traffic
‘controle, They plant flowers and
‘trees,

. They pick up the garbage and
scoordinate tho reeycling and haz-
*ardous waate disposal program.

{They patch the potholes, rebuild
‘the ronds, maintain the sidewalks
‘and guardrails, and repair and re-
‘ploce city aigns.

“They” oro the workers In
Farmington HlIs' Division of
+Public Worka, The city designat-

‘ed May 21-27 Public Works
Week.
This week, the Fammnington

‘Hills City Council took action ta

be sure that tho city does not for-
get the 35 year-round city employ-
ces and the 18 scasonal workers
who maintain the city for the
health, safety and comfort of resi-
denta and visitors,

The Divislon of Public Works
might better be known as the
city’s housckeoping department.
Along 57 miles of mafor atreets
and 235 miles of local streets,
DPW patches pavement, grades
roads, removes litter, maintains
signs and removes snow and ice.
Workers also mow grass, cut
weeds and plant flowers and trees.

“Qur goal iu to do our job so cf-
fectively that citizens forget we're
here,” asid Dan Ronncey, superin-
tendent of public works. “We feel
most succeasful when  citizens

‘New chief named for
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Jan Colliton's carcer has
: reached new highs by puing to the
+hill, namely Hillsido Elementary.

:. The Highmeadow Common
4Campun principal for scven vears
iwill become the headmaster ot
{Hitside Elementary. She replacea
{Richard Ruiter, who in retiring af-
ster 32 years in Juno,

¢+ A search for a new Highmeadow
{principal will likely begin soon.

i Also, tho district has an-

tnounced the hiring of Rochester
Hills Hugger Elementary princi-
pal Eugono Scaborn as new East
“Middle School principal. He re.
places Bill Martin, who is retiing
in August ufter 33 year in the
«iatrict.

¥ Collitan goes to Hillside afer a
‘highly successful unum’n‘. llhe

Jan Colliton

hias s kindergarten.
Hillside — like Highmeadow —
tenced Jerable suc-

dont have to ask about street
cleaning and pothele repalt, gar-
hage pickup, snow removal, grass
cutting, trec trimming or any of
the other housckeeping taska that
we doin the city,”

Farmington Hills divislon of
Public Worke is respansible for
all street maintenance, vehicle/
equipment repairs, daily supervi-
sion of the refuse/recycling pro-
gram, maintenance of the city’s
storm drain system and traffic
cantrola. Workers are reaponsible
for keeping all city vehicles on tho
road, including thoso from the po-
lice and fire departments.

The work of the DPW has both
long-term and short-term impli-
cations. "We concentrate on in-
frastructure maintenance,” Roo-

Hillside

0 ‘My goal is to work
with the staff and to
collectively have a vl-
sion. And, that we
work hard towards
that vision.’

Jan Colliton
new Hillside principal

mako aure district curriculum is
taught, high nJcndcmlc standards

distdict’s model ach
‘program.

'; Highmeadow Comman Campus
was named a Notional i

has

ceas alnce it was opened In 1990,
It's also been a sourco of discon-
tent among somo mm:nl?. :vho

Bchool last year and ita students
‘conslatently petform woll on
‘Michigan Education A

'Program teats,

* Highmeadow Common Campun
‘woa aiso one of only two Farming-
‘ton schools to reccive atato eum-
imary accredltation. Hillside Ele-
anu’y i the other.

F “Pm tucky, huh?” Colliton
ald. “I've been at Highmeadow
for meven yesrs now, and it has
heen feal challenging and real
pleasurable, and I'm proud of our
wecomplishments.

“But 1 also like new chal-
Jenges.”

: }:llll-ldn should provida a (ew.

" For one, the achool s & nalgh-
bothood one opposct to drawing

students from districtwids. Un.
. tlike Highmeadow, Hillalde also

I
.
.
"
v

have the
and performance on standardlzed
toats,

Eatlier thia ycar, part of the
Comprehensive Tests of Basic
Skills was compromiscd after a
Hillslde teachor inadvortently
provided students questions prior
to the exam.

Hillside has a great staff and
parental invelvement, which
should make the adjustment easi-
er, Colliton said. She added that
ahe’s not beon sent on & mission
by Superintendont Bob Maxfield.

“My gosl Is to work with the
Moctivaly ha:

are stafl develop pro-
feasfonally, and the community is
brought together,

*That's my job," ahe said. “My
job {n nat to make ane school like
another one.”

Hillaide parents are pleased
with Colliton's arrival.

“Wo're thrilled,” said Joan
Klineman, the school's PTA pres-
1dent. “Hillside and Highmeadow
weto both accredited by the state
of Michigan this year. So she is
qualified.

“Her teaching methods ought
to work well at Hillside. . .. I
don't think we could have done
better.”

Another parent, Patti Alapach,
agreed. However, eho is one of the

stafl and to ve a vi-
sion,” Colliton said. “And, that
u‘n work hard towards that vi-
ston.”

Don't look for Hillside to be-

come Highmeaduw Wost, elther.
Colliton sald her goal (s to

K led parcnts who will en.
roll her daughter, 9, clzawhere
noxt (all.

“I'm not going to wait for hor to
make the changes,” said Alapach,
whoso dnughtsr will go to St. Fa-
bian in the fail.

ney sald. “Howaver, we also work
on ity events, subdivi

slon cleanup programs and road-
side beautification. We believe

for future cconomic and commu-

nity devel in this city.”
National Public Works Week, a

program of the American Public

contributions which public works
officials make cvery day to the
health, safety, comfort and quali:
ty of life of citizens in communi-

our cfforts enh the i Works Associ the

ties th the country.
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