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Ladywood ends Mercy’s run as champion

BY NEAL ZIFSER
STy W

The atreak is over.

Livonia Ladywvod put an end
to Farmington Hills Mescy’s dom-
inance of the Catholic League A-
B Division girls track tneet by
winning Tuesday's championship
at Mercy.

The Blazers Ginished with 116
paints — just five ahead of five-
time defending champion Mercy.

It was Ladywood’s first Catho-
lic League title in 1t years, and
the first for thrid-year coach Bob

rien.
21 thought we'd be the favorite
¢oming in, but | really wasn't
comfortable until Stacie (John-
son) wun the high jump,” 0'Brien
saiil. ~That's when | got sume re-
liaf"
~Johnson clearcd 5 feet, 2 inches
Qwin the high jump and give the
Bfazers a three-point lead with

. only the 1,600-meter relay re-
maining.

= IRACK

Shannan Swish got Ladywood
off to a quick start in the 1,600
relay and the Blazers led from
start to finish. Nicole Clnuun.
Stephanie Mussat and Lin
Soter followed Swish as the tnut
same finished with a scason-best
time of $:09.2 — mor¢ than nine
seconds ahead of the runner-up

figured we'd do well today,
said. “It feels awcsome to be
champions. We whould have won
it last year. It's been too long
since our last title”

The Marlins competed without
senior Eileen O'Connell — the
urea's best middle distance
runner. O'Connell was diagnosed
last Tucsday with a stress frac.
ture in her hip and was told she
would be sidelined at least a
month.

*1 kind of expected (losing to
Ladywood),”"” Mercy coach Gary
Servais sald. “But it's a eredit to
the kids haw close it was. l..unmg
Eileen cust us, conservatively, 30
points. Losing her waa a big let-
down for us, but the girla dug
down nnl! many of them ran their
beat ever."

Onc Marlin who shined was
sophemore Elizabeth Gignac, who
won the 1,600 run (5:31.7) and the
3200 run (12:02.1).

“We knew it would be really
tough to win the title without Eil.
leen, but I slso think the other
teams were mote pumped up (o
beat us because it would have
been vur sixth title in a row,” Gig-
nac said.

Mercy also received a first in
the 100 huniles from Amy Buhl
(15.5) and in the 3,200 relay from
Gignae, Jacqueline Segue, Lisa
Nobles and Amanda Phelps
Q0

05.2),
“T'm excited about our future,”

Servais said. “For us to score 111
points without Eileen In somo.
thing. And just about everyono is
coming back."”

O'Brien admitted the Marlins'
performancoe may have n af.
fected without O'Connell, bul
lhnt didn't tarnish Ladywood

"ll hurt Mercy not to have her
but her absence takes mothing
away from what we accomplished
out here,” O'Brien sald.

The Blazers scored in every
event and plcked up important
polnts from Beth Kummer, who
was secand in the shot put, Jamie
VanBuehler, who was tied for
third in the high jump, and Stacie
Johnson, who scored a total of 23
points,

Birmingham Marian's  Atiya
Bussey had a strong meet, as she
won the 100 dash (12.3), the 400
{59.1) and was sccond to her
tecammate Brandi Bentley in the
200.

Shamrocks produce winning effort in league meet

By NEAL ZIPSER
STur W

Foe Tuny Magmi. winning Tues-
day's Catholic League A-B D: i-
sion track championship at Farm-
ington Hills Mercy meant more
than any of his fimt four as
Shamrocks’ coach.

“This title was much more spe-
cial,” Magni said. “No one gave
vy s shot to win this at the begin-

mog of the year. We didn’t have a
IR of kids come out for the team
eatly in the year, but the ones
thet did gave 110 pereent. What
makes this specinl is the kul:
wantrd it and the kids won it.”
Qe

a BOYS MEET

CC. which came in third last
season, finished with 106 pointa.
U.D Jesuit, was a close second
with 95 paints, followed by last
vear's champion, Birmingham
Brother Rice (73).

CC led for the entire first half of
the meet, thanks in part to strong
field performances by John Spol.
ski, who won the shot put (51 feet,
8 inches) and Joc Washnock, who
took the discus (153-8).

But behind Karcem Dillard,
the Cubs mounted a comeback

and took the lead. Dillard won
four events — the long jutap, 100-
meter dash, 200 run and 400 run.

“Kareem is a great athlete, but
it just wasn't him; he had a great
aupporting cast,” Magni said. “1
wasn't too wortied about losing
the lead because we have a strong
1,600 relay team and good two-
milers.”

The rain began falling hard as
the 3,200 run began. CC junior
Joe Leo broke away early and led
ty 40 meters throughout the race.
CC sophomore John Griffin took
second.

~Joe won, but Griffin really

Exconedasif

RIDING MOW[HS
-uz;r ELECTRCL §7,

EER TUR RTE(AUEN

TRACTORS

- 18-20 KP. EXGINES

+ 4 HODELS TO CHOOSE FROM

- 4Z2-40" Qut

« HYDASSTANC TRANSMISSION

« OPTIONAL ATTACHMEXTS
%

came through for us with a sec-
ond,” Magnl said. “We knew if we
could finish one-two, it would be
hard for them.”

1 realized that the meet could
turn on my run,” Leo said. “But |
knew we have a great distance
program and would finish the
meet strong.”

The Shamrocks needed at least
a second place finish In the 1,600
relay to clinch the victory. CC did
better than n second, as the four-
some of Kevin Quay, Brian Pol-
lock, Brian Teefey and Rudy Kel-
1y-Powell won the race in 3:31.9.

Kelly-Powell anchored the win-
ning relay team, holding off the
Brother Rice team despite run-
ning with an injured let ham-.
string and shin.

Lake Erie Waileye
CHARTERS

Six 30-32 ft. Boats Avallable
Al bait & tacile supplicd

Fish Guaraniteed!
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