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Comicil goes along

BY Bitl COUTANT
Srary Warmw

With tittle fanfare or criticism,
the Farmington Hilla City Coun-
cil spproved a 1935-96 budget
that will raise property tazes by
less than 2 percent on average.

The council will vote final ap-
proval of the budget Tuesday, be-
fore ths Junz | deadline.

City Manager Bill Coatick
pointed out that the city's tax
rate, at one time 10 mills, went
down from 1990 to 1991 The
modest increases since 1993 have
been as a result of the city's abili-
ty to use general fund balance
money, something it won't be able
to doin the future, he said.

“We will no longer be able to
rely on a fund balance,” he said.

Costick said increased pulice

Cops buckle down on ‘buckling up’

Farmington Hills police 2ay
they'll be taking a hard line with
rotorists who fail to buckle up.
Local cops will issue safety belt
citations at al} traffic stops.

Local police are taking partin s
statewide effort to booat safety
belt use throuzh enforcement and
education efforts. While Michi-
gan’s safety belt use mte contin.
ues to climb, spptoximately one-
third of state mototists’ are driv-
ing without restraints, suthorities

and fire calls, more public works
projects and wage increases have
put preasuro on the city to be
more efficient. Of the fow increas-
e1, technology edvances in phono
mail, computers and other admin-
istration cfforts will help the city
hold the line.

Farmington Hills is 27th of 32
cities in Oakland County for tax
rates, st 9.1650 mills. The city
has 360 employees, (ewer that
Southfield (632) and Troy (415}
which are comparable in size to
Farmington Hills, Costick said.

The budget did have ane critic.
Al Rosen, who spoke at the public
hearing, said with a boom in new
house consteuction, the city
shouldn’t need to increase taxes.

“Where's your sense of fiduci-
ary responsibility?” he said.

duce your chances for injury and
death.”

A 1994 survey of Michigan mo-
torists, conducted by Univeraity
of Michi T ion Re-

Costick 2aid st the high point
in 1987, the city made $1,091,000
in bullding permit {ees. But with
less new construction, the figure
will drop.

Councilman Tetry Sever said
the 19802 wera ovar, along with
the building moncy they brought
into the city.

“We had the luxury in the
1980s of new constructlon,” he
said. “But we're maaing out.”

The council also recommended
that a portion of fees coming to
the court beyond costs go toward
a future court cxpansion. In addi.
tion, council members recom.
mended the budget move up two
sidewalk projects by n year for the
1995-96 budget.

One would fill in & gap between
Glencreek and Middlebelt at o

men. Belt use was also lowest

among 16- to 29.yrar-olds, with

60.2 pervent buckling up.
Michigan law requires all (ront

scarch Institute, showed 66.1 per-
cent of motoriats buckled up. Fur-
ther, pick-up truck drivers and
passengers had the lowest belt
use for all vehicle types, at 44.9
percent.

Women are more likely to wear
safety belts, with 71.4 percent belt
use compared to 60.5 percent far

seat to wear safety
belts regandless of their age.

In addition, infants under one
year must be in an approved car
safcty seat, whether in the back or
front seat. Parents and child care-
givers are cautioned that rear-fac-
ing infant seats not be used in the

1

cost of $50,000 and another would
Al in a gap from Herndonwood to
Balmora! at a coat of $24,000. The
monoy had already been sct nalde
for next year'a hudget.

In other actlon, the council:

S Approved a bid of $29,860.50 by
H & H Ercavating of Juckson ta
construct a gravel entrance road
and 24-car parking lot for the
Woodland Hills Park on Farm-
ington west of Oakland Commu-
nity College.

The ut will bo 150 foct west of
Farmington Road and run paral-
Iel ta it, The drive will connect to
the paved stub road at the en-
trance and will cost $5,139.50 lcas
than eatimuted.
® Approved a new telephone
valer muil xystem that will allow
callers to the city the option of

Childsen ages 1-4 must be in a
child safety seat in the frunt seat
of a vehicle or in a child safety
seat or wearing a zafety belt in the
rear seat.

Further, passengers 4 to under
16 must be [n a safety belt in the
front or back scat of a vehicle. If
stopped, the driver of the vehicle
will receive the citation for viola-
tions for this age group.

Dwyer called en the media and
fellow law enfc dmini:

front scat of vehicles i)
with dual air bags.

trators to make belt use a prierity.

leaving a'messagoe wlith “a warm
body™ or calling into volce mall.
‘The cost will bo $19,836.

8 Appraved water main improve-
ments for s special owscssment
district for Hull Road east of
Power and a amall stretch of Pow-
or Road crossing Hull south of 11
Mile. Residonts would bo as.
seased $4,224,93 for the improve-
menta.

® Named Ken Bills, a Farming.
ton Planning Commisaioner,

with tax hike to boost budget

Kathlcen McAdaragh-Haln, of
tho Farmington Public Schools,
and Dr. Leo Kallonbach, an epl-
domiologist with Henry Ford
Health Sciences Center, to the
Cellutar Tower Study Committee.
® Named Randal Bmce to the
Zaning Board of Appeals as an al-
ternate.

M Set tho city council summer
meeting schedule. The council
will mot June 12, June 19, July
10, July 24, Aug. 14 and Aug. 21,
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“There's abaal
excuse for not wearing safety
belts.” aaid Chief William Dayer.
“Despite safety advances such as
air bags and anti-lock brakes,
safety belts are still the best pro-
tection in the event of a traffic
crash. Safety belts drastically re-

Grant

from page 1A

ay.
iy no good

enissve.

“Youth programming is also an
area that continues to be & con-
cern for the majority of council.
We need to support the core of the
family to stay bealthy and via-

e

During his tesure on the coun-
cil, Grant bas been suppostive of
acquiring park fands for both sc.
tive and passive recreation, youth
sports programming. senior pro-
gramming, protecting the integri-
ty of the city’s master plan, and
being fiscally responsible with the
taxpayers’ money.

“{ believe I did & good job =s
mayor, putting the city and many
wonderful things we offer our resi-
denta into & positive light,” he
said “1 believe I have the ability
to bLuild strong consensus

i] that can
maove the city forward toward the
goals that bave been established
by our recidents.

~1 think it’s important for the
first person elected mayor to set
the tone so that the office remains
as it was desigoed to be — prima-
rily g

In sddition to the council,
Grast has served on the Farming-
ton Hills Planning Commisslon,

the area sarts commission, end the
multi-cultural/multi-racial coun-

cl
Grant is preaident and founder
of the Reliance Group of Michi-

csa, 17; and Schyler, 12

Your call could
make history.
Right pow, if you call
s, you'li be helping us find-
pasts of our history we're
miseing. It's A%l paet of vy
75th Anniversasy

%

1-800-5TORIES {Vior or TOGH
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y daughter, Alexis, has been asthmatic since she
was three. So unfortunately we've been to several
hospitals over the years.

One night, Alexis had an attack at ten o’clock. We needed
to go to the hospital and decided to go to Botsford. The
experience was good right from the start.

It began with someone opening the door for us at the new
emergency department. Then we went to a room where
Alexis was immediately triaged and cared for. I was really
impressed with the quality of care, The Emergency
Specialists were very adept in pediatrics.

Even though an asthma attack can be very scary,

there was never any stress. Alexis was always
treated like a person first — never like a number.

1 felt the people at Botsford really cared about
{Jatients and the community. When we were
eaving, the nurse in triage came back in to say
good-bye and said, “Hope you feel better Alexis”

“Reaching out to the people of our community
28050 Grand River Avenue Farmington Hills, MI 48336-5933

To find out more about Botsford's Emesrgency and Urgent Care Services,
.cali (810 442-7986. - :
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