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POINTS OF VIEW

Power Road residents look to others to join their fight

the Farmingten Planning Com-

mission, On the agenda was a
pmpo-nl for a high density residential
development on the woat side of Power
Road, north of 11 Mile Road.,

For those of you not familinr with
the pruponul. this small one-half mile
section of Power Road Is b grave] road
that dead ends at Oskland Community
College. The majority of its cutrent res-
idents {only 30 homea) live on farge
parcels with acreage, in this very low
density area of Farmington Hills,

With 100 percent of its residenta pet-
itioning and unanimous approval of
the City Council, this road was de-
clared a natural bcnuly road last fall,
This developer has proposed an addi-
tiunal 41 homes on 90 foot by 120 foot
lots under the open site provision of
RA-1 zoning. This would increase the
number of homes on the road by more
than 135 percent.

For those of you not there, you
should have been. For more than two
hours the residents, with voices crack-
ing with emotion, declared their lovo
for the area and for the treasure we
possess.

People who never before spoke in
public found their courage to speak out
on this deeply felt iszue,

@ n May 18 there was a meeting of

Many supported us

When we began our struggle several
months back, we were concerned that
no one would care about us since we
are such a small road, but we needn’t
have worried. In addition to the whole-

hearted support of the Power Road res-
idents, at least 15 other people fmm
the g aren and th

the city spako on our behalf,

Among them were peaple from How-
ord Road (another natural beauty
road) and COHA (Council of Home-
owner Asociations) joining in our plea
to our city.

We were reminded how our beautiful
rolling hills, woods and meadows are
an assct to this entire community.
With its low traffic volumo, it is ideal
for a stroll or a jog, riding a bicycle ora
horse {yes, scveral people on our road
still own horses), We aro truly grateful
to all who came and supported us.

‘The reault of this meeting was o
small but perhaps, flecting, victory.
The developer has been sent back to
the proverbial drawing board. But he
will be back with another high density
proposal, It scemed our requests fora
more enlightencd approach fell on deaf
cars.

Developer's motives

His only concern is with fulfilling
the minimal requirements of current
zoning.

He doesn’t care that the entire area,
south of Oakland County Caommunity
College to 10 Mile, Orchard Lake to
west of Farmington, consists of indivi-
dually built homes, far exceeding those
minimum requirements. His motive, of
course, is profit, to cram in as many
homes sites as possible, desecrating
our land and then leaving this commu-
nity.

GUEST COLUMNIST

I AND MAUREEN THEIRING |

The developer told the resid ina

should be placed on some of these larg-
er projects until this city and its resi-
dents decido what they want to become
in the next century.

Something needs to be done to pro-
teet our quality of life, by preserving
what makes Famrington Hills such a
beautiful and a desirable place to live,

Thu stability nl' this city should bo

to our busi
also. People spend moncy on their
homes if they are intent on staying,
and customer loyalty can be preserved.

{f the planning comnmission does not
have the power to demand that devel-
opers, in an area whose character is al-

meeting with us laat week, that he will
only be developing the site: clearing the
land, cutting down the trees, and put-
ting in the roads, water and scewers,
then selling the lots to others.

He even asked us if we wanted to buy
some of these lots. That was pretty
funny,ina nlck way.

If, a8 the p

ready catablished, form with that
arca, how are laws protecting us?

The city council has the power to
change those laws. And we must de-
mand that the timo is now!

What happens next to our natura}
beauty road? It would seem that cur
argument that our fragile rond cannot
withstand the duress of heavy con-

warned us, our ordinances allow this,
then something is definitely wrong
with our zoning.

This city ia 94 percent developed
right now. Will we continue to cllow
developers to rape and plunder our ro-
maining parcels until nothing is left?
How many more Timbercrest or North
Power Road developments will it take
to get our city's attention?

Maybe a moratorium
Our mnchr planis cunvmly being
1. Pethaps a

traffic, utility placement, and
the onslaught of many more cars from
thia development onto our road, should
be enough on its own to stop this high
density project.

Anyone who regulerly crosses the in-
tersection of 11 Mile and Power during
rush hours, can already attest how
problematic that can be, and it will get
much worse.

Most developments this size would
be accessed off a primary road, not 2
secondary gravel road, much less a nat-
ural beauty road. Why can’t this be re-
quired?
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Do residenta count?

Don’t our concerns about drainage,
our septic systems or contamination of
our wells carry any weight?

Qur engincering department nssurces
us there will be no problem, yet admit.
ted that perhaps the health depart-
ment information received was outdat-
ed and incomplete, after we pointed out
obvious discrepancica,

If we do not stop over-development
now, when do we? Is there a more
dr.-u'rvmg area todefend ora Ieu

rving project now p ? Qur
window nl'clpponunuy for this city is
c]osmg Perhaps the time is right for
our city government to start fighting
back on our I.n:hul{ W(. have to stop
bending over back to
date every developer that salivates at
daing business in our community. For
our next city council election, every
candidate should make clear how they
stand on this issue.

‘The North Power Road-Philbrick -
Forms Homeowners Association would ©
also like to thank the Observer News- 1
papers for their support. :
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Join us please, citizens of Farming-
ton Hills. Demand more from our elect-
cd officials, Perhaps little North Power -
Road can become the mouse that
roared.

Jim and Maurcen ‘I'hunrlg. Farm-
ington Hills residents since 1984, oper-
ate their own business, Sunshine Insu-
lation Company.

Your call could
make history.

Right now, if you call
us, you'il be helping us find
parts of our history we're
missiag. It's ali part of our

MILKCAPS
& SLAMMERS

Meudowemokwlago Mall
Ruches!er

RETAIL SALES

(810)375-0300

75th Anniversary
celebration,
Give us a ring.
licouldbea
historic moment
forallofus,

The Easter Seal Story Search
1-800-STORIES {¥oice or THI)

WHOLESALE
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1f Your Contral Alr Conditioner s Over 12 Years Old...

LIB:ITED 'ﬂM! OFFERI
ABSOI.UTBI.Y mm

paachase of any Akr-Ease ar cond
m-m. m:"m st Cafl Today!
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FEDERAL -

Call 1-800-DIAL-FFM
seven days a week

Why pay rent whih nathlng to show for it, when you can own yuur awn hame
and make an Investrient n your future? How?

Call First Federal of Michlgan's Telephone Loan Center, and taik with one of our
friendly TLC mortgage specialists. They can work with you to help you qualily .
for n home mortgage. You can apply for your morgage over the phone, or meet

In person, Any time, any place,

You're always treated with TLC at the Telephone Loan Center.
Call 1-800-DIAL-FFM (1-800-342-5336)

Telephone Loan Center Hours: Monday Friday, 8am-8pm
Saturday & Sunday, 12 pm -5 pm

First Federul of Michigan « 1001 Woodward, Detroit, MI 48226
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