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March onby: People lined both
sides of Grand River Monday

_morning to watch and cheer as
more than 200 Farmington-area
World War II veterans were hon-
ored during the Memorial Day Pa-
rade. /3A

No moro MetroVislon: MetroVi-
sion of Oakland County, the cable
television provider for the Farm-

ington area, is changing its name
to Time Warner Cable. /SA

SMART vote coming: Passage of
_.the SMART millage in Oakland is
likely, say the experts, but the fu-
ture of the suburban bus line isn’t

so certain. /SA

Voters take note: Clarenceville
voters — and that includes folks
in southeast Farmington Hills —
can find out about their school
candidates and ballot guestions.

Open cop shop: Meet the stu-
dent who designed the winning
poster to announce the upcoming
Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment’s open house. /10A
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Missions of Mercy: Mercy Inter-
national marks 10 years as a non--
profit arganization, and workers
talk of their service overseas. /
13A

_4t's.a mom thing: Therese

McFarland tries not to equate
being a mother with being a door-

mat. /13A

The Farm-

Thecholcesare. . .
ington QObserver endorses in the
Farmington and Clarenceville
school races. /18A

write onl Many Observer readers
are writers, too, if the Letters to
the Editor columns is any indica-
tion. /18A

Quite an act: “The Princessand
the Magic Pea,” featuring perfor-
mances by local youngsters, is
short and sweet. /18

Thoater: “The Fantasticks” may
very well be proof that theater-
goers never tire of good, old-fash-
foned musicals about life and love.

Community Noewol3A Bports . . . ... 1C
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Obituaries . . » Strect Scene . . . 0B

BY BILL COUTANT
STATY WUTKR

When Luenetta Jackson ‘and her
husband, Bruce, returned from a visit
to thelr Chicago stomping grounda to
their beautlful homo in northwest
Farmington Hills, they expocted to
impress a European friond with the
Detrolt area,

But what the Jacksons and thelr

ty rallles o vam

A Farmington Hills couple found a disaster at
their upscalo home Tuesday. Thoy also found a
community that cares ebout thelr plight.

friend encountered wss an ugly
surprise.

“I knew something was wrong when
1 zaw the two plants {in pots, turned
over off the porch),” Luenetta Jack-
son eald.

When the Jacksons retumed to
thelr Lancaster Street house of two
years, they found all the faucets had
been turned on, cloths and othee artl-

laliSiy

cles were plugging the dreins,
kotchup end lotiona bad been
dumped on clothea and fumiture, sp-
pliance corda had been cut, and black
paint had been sprayed all over the
walls, caualng on estimated $100,000
in damages.

In one upstairs hallway, the words
“white power” were sprayed. The
Jacksons ere African-Americans,

Genoral Motors, which tranaferred
Bruce Jackson to Detrolt, rocom-
mended Farmington Hills as & good
placeto live,

“1 consider my neighbors next door
and ecross the strest friends,” Jacke
son aald. *Wo hzd gotten tho houss

o3
'€ 1995 Cuturban Communcatona Corparsson |

Just the way wo w;lnud it.”

Luenctta Jackzon sald she knows

the people who committed the crimo
waro “} " and not a reflect!
on the city,

“People have been very suppore

* tive,” she said, “Peoplo have called;

the mayor called my husband, and

- It's nics to know that peopls are upsst
about this.”

Hills polico Chief Bill Dwyer sald
tho responss from angry citizens and

those who want to help haa been “tre-.

mendous.”

Boo VANDALISH, 2A

 Memorial Day Parade draws young fans

’ p!eu.sg see Page 3A. -

Stifko up thobond: Part of the Grainer fomily —
while watching the Memorial Doy Parade in downtow

(from left) Ben, Chelzca, Morgan and Megan — enjoy a drink
n Farmington. For a story and mare parade phorqs,

Levin plays to new voting audience

BYLARRY 0'CONNOR
BYAFY WRITER

In school board politics, Jennifur
Levin Is a candidate anomaly.
School insidars can't put a stamp

- on her. Levin's certainly an outsider,

but not the kind the Shlzawasseo Hill
cogmoncentl ars accuatomed to soeing.
Hor campalgn la not that of the
“concerned parent,” who has a long-
standing complaint. She’s not touting
some fundamental doctrine or decry-
ing the decay of academlo standards.
Levin's not highly critlcal of the
current board, elther. She hasn't

cerved on district'committecs, but .

thinks she can bring a youthful per-
spoctive to the board.
More oo, the 25-year-old attomoy
wants to get fnvol
Had Levin not filed on deadline
day, the Juna 12 election for ona seat
would have been uncontested. That
has not made her feel welcomed by
ne [n school circles, espocially

the
“1 think they’ro all sot of on (her

oppanent’s} team. Some of them told
mo that,” sald Levin, who lives in Old
Franklin Towne subdivision. “I was
refcrred to one of tho board members
by somecne I know.

“When I went up to them, they
sald, ‘I'm supporting Linda (En-
berg).’ 8o, I sort of backed off.”

Und d, Levin

al

ong.

She’s mounting a door-to-door ef-
fort, trying to tap support from the
other 80 percent who don't have kids
in Famington achools. Thelr con-
cerna are hor's, sho aaid.

They’ra curious ebout ocutcomes
based education, wonder if students
should be beld back In certaln In-
stances, inquire about the feasibility
af vouchers, and th ial for tax

der to Improve standardized test
scores, Levin said. She acknowledges
when tosts like the MEAP continus
to change, though, scores tend to go

down. |

Outcomes Based Education is a
good concept s it comblnes all ele-
ments of atudent achievement, Levin

aai
She's also promised to keep office
* hours for residents, which (s a consid-
erablo pledgo.
Not anly la Levin embarking on her
carser In the legal department for
City Management Corp., she's also

now|

She marrded Stove Teper six
months sgo. They met whilo st
IBoul.hl‘laldd.llk‘r'\):g Higk, whero Lov-
o graduat

d in 5

o P
Increase roquesta, .
“Why I'm running is one of thelr
main concerns,” Levin added.
Sho wanta to be on the board so her
children will benefit from a sound
school system.

Reading should be beefed up [n or-

Observer will launch
3 new sections June 8

Reder Comment Line: 313-953-2042
Classifiod Advertising: 313.591-05G0
Disploy Advortising: 313-891=2300

' Home Detivary: 333-591-0300

Cable/TV Weekly: 313-G53-2182

On Th Juna 8, your Ob-
server will Introduce threo exclting
new cections. . ‘

Arts & Entertalnment, At Homo

. and Real Estste will respond to

readers who want to know what's:

happsuing In their homotowns and

trave), restaurants sod spocial fosti-
vals, Arts & Entertalnment will In.
corporate material now found [n the
Obsorver Let's Gol and Creative

. Livingsactions.

“The new gectlons have been do-
veloped with roaders, consumers
and advertieers in Fln_(.l. The new

nearby communltles,
Aris & E: will bring
Obgsrver readers lot

ducts relloct & lifostylo

of rna -:11. munlf. thester, HWV'!. ’

!

. ) Bee SICTHOND, 4A
{ . ’

Sho has a jurls doctot from Detrolt
Collego of Law and Is # member of the
Michigan State Bar Assoctatl

She camned a bachelor’s degree In
Accounting at Michigan State Uni-

Soo LEVIN, 2A

fl}obuh' Look for these new sections on Thursday, June 8.




