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POINTS OF VIEW

Hormrs of Holocaust must never be forgotten:

he Holocaust nover happened.
“Tho Diury of Anne Frank" ina

h hoax.

* Filty years after the liberation of the
cpncentration camps, including Ber-
gen-Belain whero Anne Frank dicd,
these remarks ere being aaid world-
wide, I have personally heard them,
Hven in Japan, anti-Jewish literature
is a popular commodity.

1tting in the pristino first-class
compartment of a German high speed
ttaln in April, I stared at the adjacent
tracks, How many Jews rode them to
their deatha? Seventy-five or more
Jpwish men, women and children
crammed into cach boxcar desi

i to

Within threo weeks 28,000 more died.
One month later Bergen-Belsen was
burned to tho ground to cradicato the
typhus epidomic that ravaged the camp
in the final months of tho war,

‘A giant graveyard’

All the visitor sces there today Is a
ginnt graveyard, Grass covered mounds
with stone facades stato bluntly in
German, “HIER RUEN 6000 TOTE
APRIL 1945,” “HERE LIE 5,000
DEAD,” “HIER RUEN 2600 TOTE
APRIL 1946," “HERE LIE 2500
DEAD."

h’l‘hc mounds are scattered all around
the infe tand

umanely hold cight horses at the
maximum,

: How many Jews arrived doad at the
denth camps? I rodo the German train
to witness what would take placo at the
concentratlan camps 50 years after the
liberations.

- On April 15, 1945, British Army sol-
diers entered KZ (Konzentra-
tionslagers) Bergen-Belsen. What they
aaw searcd their memories forever.
Over 40,000 wretched human beings,
daunt, akeletal, near dead.

: Ten thousand rotting corpoes. All of
them victims of German barbarity.

Media was

By TiM RICHARD
BTAYY WTER

he media told you so, the medin
told you so, the media told you
80,

Whether liberal, moderate or con-
servative, most of us in the media —
sapecially the literate portion known a3
the press — said in 1992 that the term
Timits ballot proposal was constitu-
tionally flawed,

. The flaw was that the Michigan pro-

Fifty years al-
ter the bodies were bulldozed into mass
graves a few thousand people gathered
to remember hell on earth. Almost all
of them were survivors and their fomi-
lies. Where were the German people?

When I arrived at Dachau {(only 20
minutes ride from downtawn Munich)
for the cercmanices on April 30, tho fow
buildings left had tho antisoptic op-
pearance of o sanitarium. The German
gavernment demolished the many bar-
racks years ago. There is no impact
when you arrive.

No sense of the shootings, beatings,
prisoncrs torn apart by attack dogs,

who challenged the pioposal.

Not only was there a constitutional
flaw, we said, but it is stupid politics to
prevent our own state’s members of
Congress from attaining positions of
power in an institution that adores
Beniority.

Now the U.S. Supreme Court has
said wo were right. In the case of U.S.

Arkansas ballot proposal violated the
Constitution. The Ark mea-

posal attempted to limit the terms of
members of the U.S. Congress — U.S.
fop ives to three two-y

terms, U.S, senators to two six-year
{erms.

! The League of Women Voters said
8o, too, and submitted a brief to the
U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of those

Journalists should be caring

cre’s the mission statement I wrote a
whilo ago for hometown newspapers like

this one:

sure was passed in 1992, the same time

a8 Michigan's, and contained exactly

the same provislons about congression-

al clections as Michigan's. Altogether,
1

Term Limits vs, Thornton, it ruled an ~

GUESYT COLUMNIST

FRED NEWHMAN
death by diabolical medical experi-
ments “contracted” by the German
Army, Air Force and Navy and carricd
out by world renowned German physi-
cinns and scientists. No scnso of evil.
The Germans havo done a good joh
hiding it.

Auschwitz Is different

This was in stark contrast to a visit
te Auschwitz, Poland some 15 years
eatlier. Auschwitz had been left as the
Red Army liberators found it in early
1945. I saw two tons of human hairina
room sheared from victims before they
were geased to death, Hair was sent
back to Germany to make suit fabrics.

A role of fabric sat in a glass case in

right on the money in

a corner. Another room was filled with
tens of thousands of eye glasses. An-
other full of shoes. Then there was the
narrow brick wall in a small courtyard
whero 10,000 people, most of them
Jews, were shot to desth at point blank
range, one at a timo.

The barracks, once crammed with
prisonera who literally alept on top of
one another, were intact. ‘The prisoners
oru long gone, forover.

Rain poured down on KZ Dachau,
April 30, 1995, 50 years and one day
after GI's of the 42nd “Rainbow"” Divi-

sion bled onto a trainload of

the Holocaust. Among them weremy -
great grandparents and more than 40 of *
my relatives. All Germans who did not

resist the extermination of the Jews are !
responaible for the Holocaust, !

The German generations that follow
World War II are responsible, more
than any other people, for insuring that
those darkest of times are not forgot-
ten. N
This is not happening. I bear witness ;
to that, So the question lingers: “With
the passing of tho survivora and their
I‘ibcmtom. will the Holocaust simply

grotesque dead bodies sitting by the
Dachau camp. The horror still comes
through in their eyes when they de-
scribe the scene.

Fifty ycars after the liberation |
counted only 2,000 people who gath-
ercd to remember the hell on earth at
Dachau. Almost all of them wero survi-
vors, Jews and non-Jews, their familics
and some of the U.S, Army liberators.

Liko the Bergen-Belson commemo-
ration, conspicuously nbsent were the
millions of ordinary Germans who are
said to be facing up to their infamous
past. Their absence speaks for itself.

Darkest of times

7" Facing this directly, Jew .
and non-Jew alike must tell his and
her children osbout tho Holocaust,
shout Dachau, about Bergen-Belsen
and oll of tho death camps.

This must continue in every genera-
tion. A non-Jewish friend told me that
her brother went through the Holo- .
caust Memorial Center in eighth grade.
He was depreased for 4 week, But he
will also stand up to anyone who ever
says to him, “The Holocaust never
happened.™ |

Fredric Newman, o Farmington Hills .

resident, represented the Holocaust
Mrmorial Center at the C i

Six million Jews were murdered in

anti-term limit stand

OPINION

election, Lynn Rivers and Dick
Chryaler after 1998, and so0 on down the
line.

An Arkansas circuit judge, the Ar-
kansas Supreme Court and now the
U.S. Supreme Court all agreed the con-
gressional term limits effort was
flawed.

Justice John Paul Stevens, an ap-
pointee of President Gerald Ford and
hardly a laming liberal, wrote the ma-

own jons for ]
service would be inconsistent . , .
B The term limits efforts were de-
signed to restrict access to the ballot —
and the justices saw through that fee-
ble argument, saying it was “an indi-
rect attempt to accomplish what the
(U.S.) Constitution prohibits Arkansas
from accomplishing directly. . . "
® The Constitutional Convention spe-
cifically rejected a term-limits proposal
in 1787,

The U.S. Supreme Court decision
does 1 t, of course, touch term limits

jority opinion with this
& Tho U.S. Constitution sct the quali-

23 states saw their congressi term
limit plans knocked in tho head.

It means Joo Knollenberg and Nick
Smith won't have to quit after the 1996

for bers of Congress —
age 25 for representatives, 30 for sena-
tors, inhobitants of their states, “Al-
lowing individual states to adopt their

posed by state Michi-
gan, for better or worse, has limited its ’
governor, licutenant governor, secretary
of state, attorney general and state
senators to two four-year terms, and its
state ives to throe two-y

Camp Commemorations.

terms.

But in reporting on the Legislsture, I
have twice noted that first- and sce-
ond-term Housc members of both par-
ties refused to compromise on import-
ant bills, most notably on school
finance reform. The scnior, expericnced
reps had to achieve compromise,-allow-
ing the first- and second-term folks to
pander to the voters shamelessly o tax
fighters,

In the future, we are Tikely, under
term limits, to see frequent deadlocks
by green, doctrinaire liberals and con-
servatives in Lansing. But that is a col-
umn for a future year.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is

(313} 953-2047, Ext. 1881.

"B we publish ¢ ity J;

we think about community journalism in
damentally different way than do the big daily

newspapers and TV stations.

. “They conaider themselves to be independent
from the storics and communitics they cover,
swoaping in to write the unsunl or sensational
dnd then dashing off to cover something else.

! “We regard oursclves as both accurate jour-

. I:Inll'.tll and as caring citizens of the communitics

where we work."

a fun-

|
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Present

. I got to musing about this in connection with
Inst week's story about the bankruptcy and lig-
Widatlon of the Foundation for New Era Philan-
thropy. That's the Pennsylvanla outfit that
Sould cost Michigan charitics liko the Detroit
Enstitute of Arts and Southficld Christian
5chool millions of dotlars. It tuned out that
Mew Era's claim to big yields — through earn-

up in the scam. We simply wanted tho factunl
story."
That's tho way community newspapers like
this one try to carry out their responsibilitics.
On the other hand, [ wasn't at all surprised to
tearn from Joo that some reporters from the De-
troit newspapers had turned up, uninvited, at
's front door on the day the story broke.

Tha door was shut in their faces, without com-

ings on i ts plus hing anony Joh
donations — was nothing more thon a fraudu-
Ient pyramid scheme. ment.

* The Birmingham Eccentric's headline on the
focal anglo of the stary satd, “Local organiza-
{ions caught in New Era web." The articlo went
on to describe how, in particular, the hometown
Johnson Foundation might be out 28 much a8
$4 miliion when New Era went under.

! Crented by woll-rospected Blrminghnjm ’mal

‘This is just a small local example of what is
becomlg a large natlonal problem: the gulf be-
tween the big national news media and tho folks
whom they aro supposed to inform and serve.

The Times Mirror Conter for the People and
the Press surveyed 515 journalists and 2,000
toaders. Released 1ast weok, the survey rovealed
a yawning gsp b the way J lats and

éstate Investor Paul Johnson, the f

stabl

has a distinguished local record of h
giving. Loascs of the New Era sort padly dimin-
ﬁh the small but enormously valuable amount
of capital set aside for philanthroplcs, and s0
the Eccontric wanted to cover tho story both as
kn accurato nowspaper and as a caring cltizon of
?ho community.

i Joo Bauman, editor of the Eccentric, went
sbout the job just right. He called Johnson's
hefice to got a quota and, finding that ho was out
of town for 8 wedding, faxed him a letter do-
scribing the story he plonned to write. “As the

P 1 for tmoh. " vau
'fu sald in part, “wo believe [t 1s important to
et your input on tho story so that the l?cnl
rngla i completely, fairly and

porcoived.”

their view politics, aocial issucs and
the news business. “The public is saying the
national media is part of the problem,” said An-
drew Kohut, the center director. “They identify
morto of the ‘gotcha’ journaliam and out-of-con-
trol ji Yam with national news i
tlons.”

This survey validated one of the more atrik-
ing obscrvations about our busineas mado by
somebody In a position to know., Mary Caperton
Bingham, widow of the Iate Barry Bingk

3 ﬁ:ll' week, courtesy of Boyne

QH“E SA Resorts,  During our
provide an informal fashion show featuring the latest in
women's golf apparcl.

Ladies, this is your chance

ve a chance to win a mini

RISORTS  funcheon, Bavarian Village will

Gusst speakers will include

whose family used to awn the Louleville
Courier-Journal, got up to give a speech last
month. She collapsed and dled just beforo aho
was to givo those lines:

*I think another and understandable reason
for the public's growing diatrust and dislike of
the modia — and not only of the talk-show rab-

H
i Eventually, Scott Molby, a sp for
Uohnzon, called the nowspaper and gave a

‘thoughtful and insightful interviow which
:helped local readers to undorstand how things
istood. Joa's memo to mo polnted out that John.

‘eon Ls fewntliar with tho Eccentric, hopefully
isealng it as o “legitimat t
', . . not out to ridicule him about being Faught

N

bl , and the pri on the far relig.
lous right, but of the formerly respected main-
stream media — (s the media's self-righteous
p Ity and thelr ting and
oun covernge of all public figures.”

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owna this newspaper, His Touch-Tone voice
muil box is (313) 853-2047, Ext. 1880.

Golf League & Detroit Metropoli
Detroit’s Nicest Golf Outin,
conclude with an exclusive all-
an awards presentation. We think you'll enjoy this day of

from Boyne USA, the Executive Women's
‘Woman Magazi

for women only will

ale comedy review and

golf as it has been designed specifically for women. arrinygion Hale + b
Please join us for this day of fun, Enter to win at any m"m[‘m'“‘i‘”‘m
Bavaian Village International Ski & Golf. [ Ceiarhahaineinaa i ts

" to play in onc of the
“nicest” golf events of the Summer. Bavarian Village
Ski & Golf presents Detroit’s 2nd Annual “Golf Outing
for Women Only” at the beautiful Careails Golf Club, in
South Lyon, on Friday June, 23, 1995. Seventy (70)
winners & their guests will receive 18 holes of golf for
2 with power cart, complimentary gift pack & range
balls, plus on-course bc\i‘r:? & snacks, Players will
2
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