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fAusic Hotes .

Hey,‘ Rob, look
who is No. 1

have a bone to pick with White Zombie singer
Rob Zomble, I happen to like Hootie and the
Blowflsh.

At White Zomble's Stats Fair Collseum show on
May 21, Rob Zombio blasted critics who said it
was a {luke that his band's Iatest elbum “Astro
Creep: 2000” debuted near tho top of the Billbcard
charts. Obviously, he sald, hia band bas talent, lfa
month or 20 later, “Astro Creep; 2000” is still in
the top 10 above acta like Boyz I Men and Sheryl

Crow.

“‘And what about Hootle and the Blowilsh?” he
anybody even like them?”

Suddenly, the apotlight shined on me —orsol
felt. My pal Tany, who doesn’t like Hootlo elther,
lifted my arma in tho air and waved them like he
waa trylng to get Rob Zombise's attention. Tony,
the large ex-Marino, then sald, “Great. I'm golng

- to be beat up trying to protect you.” Hey, I was all

- ready to hide in a comner.

Before | go off defending Hootlo’s honor, I have
to edmit that I didn’t really like Hootlo's album
*Cracked Rear View" the first umpteen times I
listened to it. A friend of mine told me recently
that ho didn't like Hootis and the Blowflsh be-
cauas their songn didn’t bulld up to anything. I
guess that's one of the reasons “Cracked Rear
View” didn't appeal to me at first.

But after traveling on an ell-day British Alr.
ways flight from London to Detroit [n Mareb, lla-
tening to the same BA radio show playing *Hold
My Hand” over and over agnin, something clicked
and 1 realized Hootie and the Blowfish had some-
thing special, (Then again, I may have just been
alck of bearing British pomp rock like Supergrass,

¢ Blur,'and Gene in England.) .

It's not the music or the vocala that build up,
{t’s tho storles. They’re great storytellers. Hootio
snd the Blowflsh's aimple, homespun stories ro-
minded me of home. A

A couple dsys after I returned from Europe,
Hootle waa in town to play with Toad The Wet

: Sprocket. Almost effortless, lead singer Darius -
Rucker’s emotional, bass vocals fliled the State
Theatre, The effoct was overwhelml.
the music filled up my entire body and protty
much bealed my jot lag. I know I was home.

Hootle and the BlowfIsh's music [s fresh. Al
though I crave hard rock bands’ endlesgawizl of
nolas, it's refreshing to listen to bands like Hootle
and the Blowilsh, Tosd the Wet Sprocket and
singer Sareh McLachlan — no matter what Rob
Zomblo says.

1 say, “Go for it, Hootlo." And the next time you
s00 Rob Zomble, remind him whose eibum hit No.
1 of tho weok last week.

You ra;k w;]ilc Ouiulm; Eﬁ% ot The ’gl‘bumr
& Ecoen lewspapers, ehoolcs Livo-
nia, Mich, 48}/60. orvia ﬁmﬂal‘fha-
co(@aol.com. u have a fouch-tone phane, you
can call herat ({J‘;S) 853-2047, mailbox no. 2130,

STREEY BEATS

o Seasc;ns O’ Castles

:| — Katell Keineg

Keineg is of that new and Hterary breed of musi- .

cians, led most conspicuously perhapa by Kate
Bush and Sinead O'Connor, that has emerged over
the past fow years, As regards her uniqualy soulfl
lyricality, sho may be the most improesalvo singer/
songwriter to emergo In many a year. .
With a vocal quality thot suggeats a hint of the
rasp of Sade, Koineg llnr of rebirth ("Hestia"),
savoring life (“Cut”) and the promise of the future
(“Destiny’s Darling’). .
Her *Partlsan” has become somethingofa
staple on WDET of Iate and the odds are very
good that this latest Import from the Emarald Islo
may just blossom into the “next big thing” In

short order. — Marh . Gallo
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Hoading to tho studio: The Verve Pipe — Brad Vander Ark (from left), Donny Brown,

sangat a Detroit Pistons game as the 1993 Observer & Eccentric Newspapers' Band of the Year,
Talking Heads member Jerry Harrison as producer. Percussionist Doug Corella is not pictured.

Verve Pipe m«sﬁuﬁ'&s hot prf’@:@lmaerf

By CHRISTINA FUOCO
BTATY Waites

Former Talking Heads guitarist/

- keyboardist Jerry Hartison, who pro-

duced Llve's triple platinum album

“Throwing Copper,” has signed on to

work with Tho Verve Pipo when they

record their dsbut for RCA this sum-
mer in Califo )

“I wan s big Talking Heads fan for
years,” sald singer/guitarist Brian
Vander Ark. “I'm not a huge fan of
Live, but I Jike what he's (Hasrison)
about. I like the melody and how be
works sgalnst the heavier guitar stuff.
He has a real melodic touch and a
real pop sensibility.”

The East Lansing band is ached-
uled to work on the album at Tho
Plant in Sausalito, Calif, July 17
through the end of August. The as-of-
yet.unnamed album, due out early
next year, will have less “studlo trick.
ery” and harmonies, with mors gui-
tar, Vander Ark sald.

“All the four-track demos I've been
doing have really, really, really heavy

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
STAF? WRITEIN

If ex-Talking Head Jerry Harrison’s success
with rockers Live is any reflection on what he can
do for The Verve Pipe, the East Lensing band is
-| in good bands, Harrison will produce The Verve

{ Pipo’s debut for RCA,

guitars with drums up tho middle,”
ho said, :

The Verve Pipe’s now direction is
what a Harrison to the
project, drummer Donny Brown sald.
Tho first meeting didn’t go so well,
howover.

“Hpo camo out to see us, and he just
missed the show because Live was
playing In Milwaukee that ‘night,”
B sal

rown sald.
Knowing that his band's manoger,

Doug Buttleman, had given Harrison  Th.

coples of The Verve Pipe’s independ-
ent relcases “I've Suffered A Head In-
jury” and “Pop Smear,” Brown asked
Harrison what he thought of thelr
musie.

“He gave me soms preity stark
oplnions,” Brown said, “He wasn't
that crazy about it.”

But Harrison changed his mind
when he heard demos of new songs
“Photograph,” “Myaell,” “Cows,”
and “Drive You Mild,” that The
Verve Plpe recorded in Milweukee
with producer Mike Hoffmann.

Vo

“It was enough to get Jerry to come
out and sce us again, He really liked
it, and he eald he would work with
us,” Brown said of the band’s show at
Brownie's in New York in lats April,

The Verve Pipo has sold 25000
copies of 1991°s “I'va Suffered & Head
Injury” end 1993's “Pop Smear.” The
single from *“Pop Smear,” “Senator
Speak” became a radio hit on WHYT.
The band s anxicua to selease now
material,

“Wa're dying to have an album
out,” Brown sald. Besides their two
independent releases, The Verve Pipe
oppeared on Madaket Records’
“Aware 11, The Compilation” with
Hootic and the Blowfiah and Better
an Ezra.

Thia week, The Verve Pipe gath-
cred a national press attention with a
mention in the current cdition of
“Rolling Stone” magnzine. Within
the last year, the 1993 Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers Band of the Year
has alzo been f i Musician ™

Fror Py,

A.J. Dunning and Brian Vander Ark, who,
will head in the studio with ex-,

B ‘Al the four-track de-
mos I've beondoing -~
have really, really, real-
Iy hoavy gultars with
drums up the middio.’

Brian Vander Ark

also featured No Use For A Name,
Bush, Lottcrs to Cleo, The Ramones
and Duran Duran,

The band — which also includes
lead guitarist/background vocalist
AJ. Dunning, bassist/background
vocalist Brad Vander Ark and percus-
slonist/keyboardist Doug Corella —
will make a quick jaunt around the
state before headlng to Californla.

The Verve Pipe performs Soturdoy,
July 1, with the Freddy Jones Band as
part of the AWARE festival at the
Phoenix Plaza Amphitheatre, 10 Wa-
ter St., Pontiac, (810) 335-4850. Doors
open ot 2 pm. for the all ages show.

“Insider” and “Billboard"” magazines,

Last week they kicked off the Pine
Knob Music Theatro ssason by open-
ing WHYT's “Planct Fest,” which

Tickets are $10 in advance and go on
sale igy, June 3, at Tick

ter outlets. For information about The
Verve Pipe merchandise, write them
at P.O. Box 4711, East Lansing, Mich.
48826-4711; or via e-mail at
vervepipe@eworid.com.

Mysterious:

Mystery Machine: kicking it into gear

At first, Luke Rogaliky, the lead
singez/guitarist of the ethercal Cana-
dian rock band Mystery Machine,
comes across as snotty when ho de.
scribes why he likea to play small

towns, N
“Usually, It's a good opportunity to
meat paoople,’” Rogalsky said.

“They're open to appreciating you,

and they'rs excited to have tholr

a?ndnnu llves [nterrupted by some-
ng”

But, , Rogalaky and the

actually,
rest of Mystery Machine — guitarist .

Daan (that's [t — just Bean), basslst
Shane Ward and drummer Jordan
Pratt == can relato. The band balls
from Chilliwack, B.C., Caneda, d sub-
urb of Vancouver with a population of
61,000, according to the Chilliwack
Chamber of Commerce. (Everycus in
the bund except for Pratt now resldcs
in Vancouver.)

‘Tho song “Just a Soc”" on Mystery
Mach!no's latest album, “10 8poed”
(Nottwerk), also sets tho record
atralght. Written by Rogalsky's

. homstown [risnd, “Just a 8ec” echoes

* thie feolln)
Chltll

“Ivs about the frustrations with
amalt ded snd the clavst
phobla of living 1n & small place like
that,” he told Canada’s “Chart” mag-

L )

that bo had growlngupin-

arine, “That song really affccted me
— its emotions, and the fact that I
can relate to it.”

‘410 Spood® Is the socond full-
length album from Myatery Machine,

* which used the samo formula of fuxzy

guitars and Rogalsky's smooth, hyp-
notie vocals to rocord the follow.up to
“Glazed” It was roconded by Glen
Relly (84:40) end mixed by Ken
Lomas {Rod Hot Chill Peppers, Dan-
2ig). Thres aongs, “Sinker,” “Brand
Now Song,” and “Pouna for Pound,”
1 y !
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wore ro-mixed by Chris Shaw

(Weezer, Soul Asylum, Public Ene-

my). Although guitarist Norm Thody

appeara on the album, original axe.

nnln Boan hos refoined Mystery Ma-
ne.

*We are now anxious to play new
10 Speed’ songx overywhem soon,”
sald Rogalsky. “Our rocket pada and
skin-tight jumpsuite ahould bo ready.
Alxo, a2 a result of Bean's ono-year
meditation in the Himalayas of Nepal
and Tibet, a different guitar player

Canada’s
Mystery Ma-
chine crosses
the border to
visit De-
troit's Shel-
ter below St.
1 Andrew’s
Hall June 1.

plays on all tracks except for three,

“However, Bean I3 now back on
board and {s seemingly mors in touch
wr:t.h"h!u innee aolf a8 a result of his
trip.

Mystery Machins plays with Dayto-
na and The New Ministers at 8 p.m.
Thursday, June 1, ot The Shelter be-
low St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Con-
gress, Detroit. Tickets are $6 in od-
vance, Must be 18 or older to ottend.
;‘;r more information, call (313} 961«



