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Grads pick top 10
gifts for college life

fit's June it muat be graduatlon time. . .

I'm tho mom of a high acheal graduate this
year, 80 June [s a hectic blur of senlor plcnics
and breakfaata, awards assemblies, finsl exams,
visiting relatives, and finally, the ceremony and
all-night celebration to which I have been as.
nigned the 2-4 a.m. shift.

Who han timo to ponder tho perfect graduatlon
gift? In the true spirit of David Letterman’s in-
famous lists, end with a little help from my teen-
age friends, I have complicd the Malis & Matn-
stroota Top 20 Gifta for Grads.

10. The lHeavy Duty Personalized Laundry
Bag, custom made by The “Bag Ladies” of
Bloomfleld Hilla. Sarah Chorak and Glony Pel-
tler’s clasay yet practical bags have been sold by
word of mouth for the past 10 years. The heavy-
duty duck fabric bagn measure 20 inches by 36
inches and are hand-painted In school colors with
the student’s namo, the school name and
echool logo; the price, just $30, includes tax, To
order, call (810} 258-6171 or 253-0090,

9, A Franklln Planner will organize your col-
lege student almost as well as you dld at home.
The Fi in Quest stores in Twelve Oaks Mal?,
Novi and Lakcaide Mxll, Sterling Helghts, offer
a zipper binder thot's alim enough to tuck Into a
pockot and takes up littlo valusble spacoina
backpack. Madae from fine calfakin leather, the
binder includes six rings, threa vertical pockets,
busincas or school 1D card pockots and a'pen loop
| for $75.

1 8.8port Time Watchea by Bulova feature uni-
“| versity inslgnia and can be custor ordered for the
" culleg! of your cholce. The Swiss-made, water-re-
alstant quartz
watchos includo
the date, just
4435.95, an ideal
{gift from Bldney

Krandall &

AL

Troy

7, Compact Disc Cubes from Crate & Barrel
in the Somerset Colloctlon, Troy, aro sleek
‘wooden cretes with handles for atoring and trans-
porting up to 108 CDs — $39.95,

6. Tho Orlginal Swiss Army Minl Desk Clock
is perfect for the cluttered dorm desk or night
stand. Find it at The Bharpor Image in the Bom-
ersot Calloctlon for $95. Also check out a long-
time favorite — the claseic red and black Swiss
Army watch, $125.

5A A porubla box fanisa dorm room necessity,
offers an
urray of fans, lncludin' the cr.\rdleu “big broeze™
folding box fan for $24.99,

4. Notes in a credit card-sized recorder
that stores mesaages for those times when the pa-
per and pen aren't handy; the price is $40, The
more sophlsticated version i» Lhn Volec Memo Pad

a third profitable note.

BY BUSAN DBMAGOIO
HTAP? WRITE!

Desplta l'lnt quarter losses that
wero double thoss of the sama time
last year, Crowley's presidont and
CEO Dennis Callahan sald the 87-
year-old Dcuolt-bucd retafler “is In
good ahape agaln.”

Inan lnurvlaw with the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, Callahan
sald that during Crowley's annual
meeting in May, Incentive stock op-

Crowley’s cantinues its comeback, hoping to end the year on

tlons were offered to key employees
ond the 10 directors on the board.
And furthermors, a bulk of shares
held by the Schottenstein Profes-
slonal Asset Management Corp. of
Columbus, Ohio, wero bought back
from the company eo that Crowley's
“now has its destiny in Its own
hande.”

On the verge of bankruptcy in
1992, Crowley's hired Callahan, 51,
to save it. He proceeded to cut oper-

Crowley’s means business in fight for survival

ating expenses by $7 million. He
_!ond a nur‘inLnl Crowley’s store in

chandise lines to be !!xplnded to so-
]ldlfy the dmn.menl. store’s base

d $8 million
from Sdmttanalzln s which fended
off the Chapter 11. (And in Novem-
ber 1994, he paid back Schotten-
stein's with a new line of credit he
secured.)

“QOur Jongtimo funding s in place
for the next three years,” Callahan
sald proudly. "The control of the
stock Is now in our own house, and
8o far we've shown a profit the last
two years."

The enlvation plan celled for

d designs ,
like Lix Clllbomn , and Caro] Little
were added to the lineup at custom--
er :equclm. tepped : f

Crowloy's s up its use of
vendor g-op edvertising. It beefed
up its direct mail campaign to “level..
the playing field between xmupaper
and housa advertising.”

Callahan eaid the operating exes
penses he cut ume from plym!l re- -
ductions at

Crowley's moderate-priced mer-

Beo CROWLEY'S, 6B

Ron
Leal
mixes
casual
and chic

BY S8USAN DEMAGG!0
BYAYY WRITER

Sportswear designer Ron Leal gives
o distinctive spin to the classlcs that
charms customers as much as his vis-
its to Jacobson's do.

“My customers aro wondetful la-
dics who relate to me, we underatand
each other,” he said during a recent
visit to the Blrmingham store to pres-
ent his autumn line. “And so my col-
lectiona are &)l about lifo and based
on real human Input. Women want
clothing that fits in their lifestyle.
Their view of clolhlng shifta with life-
stylo changes.”

Staying In tune to what women
want and how they spend their days
in essentinl to Leal. He sces the new
¢lansics as “clothes that are really ca-
sual but in a fashionablo vein.” In his
fall collection, ho managea to bdng
attitude, and

wgrm regards:

local Jacobson’s stores twice a year b

Deslgner Ron Leal lenues the stage aftcr his spring ahot:r_' in New York. Leat visits
love his

Y

-made clothes.

More Value City stores will open

BY SUSAN DEMAGGIO
STAFF WRITER

A second Volue City Department
Store is coming to town, set to open in
the Taylor Crossing in August.

Value City broke into the metro-
Detroit market in March with a store
in Westland on Warren Road be-
tween Waoyne and Newburg. There
are other locations in Flint, Lanaing,
and Grand Rapids.

“We're very pleased with the mar.
ket ln Westland,” said Herb Minkin,

for the Columbus, Ohio-

tion to play “lor ltxvnx women who
are really together and who really ac-
complish stuff.”

Cheek out the plecea playfully
named Amelia Goes North; Catherine
Was Great; and Evita Went West —
the designs are truly inapired by their
nemesakes and Interpreted for the
mid "B0a.

Leal, 48, a bachelor, makes his
hnms in meuver, Cnnndn es head

I]‘Nl‘lls!s\’&‘eulx'-’l‘ll-ll‘.l'_\-Il'A

won's gift of cholce, Pro-
gram the TV, stereo, VCR
and CD playerall in one
handy remote unit, $25 at

Brookstone.
1. Big Beroen Clock Radlo has numbers that
are largo enough to keep even tho most bleary-oyed
atudent on time for class. If ko tunea out the mu.

alc and the alarm, he can't help but notics the
| giant lighted clock numbers, $35 also at Brook-

[ stene.
. C 1xtions grada! Continued succesal

Linda Bachrack is g Birmingham resident. You
" can leave her column ideas at (313) 9563-2047, mail-
- box 1889, or fax them to (810) 644-1314.

vbm {fremeer

LOOKING AHEAD

Vihat to watch for in Molis & Mainstroats next

8 Moot a trio of unique retailers ot The Gypsy's
lljﬁ:d‘ Bachrack goes shopping for Father's Day
ft ideas.
Added Auncdmu lists interesting ovents at.
ing
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based discounter, “We've gotten very
ponllivn feedback from our new cus-
tomers.”
Value City offers ita ah sav-

‘Wo get our mer-
chandise from buy-cuts,
end-of-soason manufac-
turers clearancos, and
our own stock. OQur
huyers are outIn the
marketplaces pounding
the pavement and nego-
tiating savings for our
customaers every
momont.’

Herb Minkin

ings of 40-70 percent an clothing for
the family, sporta cquipment, lug-
gage, cosmetics and Imenn There are
currently 82 Value City d

and negotiating savings for our cus-
tomers cvery moment.”

Minkin said Valvee City differs
from the ition like T. J. Maxx

stores acrosa the country.
More locations are planned for
metro-Detroit although Minkin said

because price polnts start much low-
er, moving from budget to moderate
to designer.

and buggy in the streets of Columbus.
In 1917, the family's first store was
eatablished.

Julie Biacoe of Plymouth said she
found a palr of Guess jeans at the
store for $34.99 the first time she
stopped by.

“1 h-mghl them right away,” she
leughed. “I never thought 1'd be able
to afford the designer jeans I've tried
on in other department stores for

Retail Realities

True devotion to the cause:

“The L.L. Bean headquarters in
Freeport, Maine hes closed only
three times since it opened in 1912,
Once when Leon Leonwood Bean
died in 1967; once for President

Mainstreets, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E. Maple Birmingham, 48009. Or fax to: (810)
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at $100. Both are availabl of the women's wear manu-  specifics are not yet available. The company is publicly owned un. Kenaedy's funeral; and once when a
. 3.Tho* * Scream Plllow is the facturer Jax, which was recently “We get our merchandieo from buy-  der the parent dumped so much soow
perfect outlet for exam-time frustrationa.Reduce bought by Koret of Canada. He works  outs, cnd-of-scason manulacturers stein. Minkin said the company first on the roof it threatened to cave in.”
it 8 anxisty elmply by squees- 10-12 hour days elx days a week. clearances, and our own stock,” heex-  began offering off-price merchandise — From “A Fashion Encyclopedia™
ing tho famous Edvard pl-lncd “Our buyen aro out in the in 1909 when its foundlng fathers by Catherine Houck
Munch image. Primal See LEAL, 6B ding the pay 20ld men’s accessories from a horss
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JJJI Grand River. Downtown Farmington,

WODELING
Latest jooka from The M-Den and Foot Locker infor-

644-1314. ART EXHIBIT
. e o “Tho Artstic Touch. 5 book sbout what |  FASKION SHOW
motivates srtists in ol modiums by West Bloomfield e P e Cons i
MONDAY, JUNE S o toocher Chis Uwin, displayed vough June 17 at P e s Modeing
Doutieders Book Shop. . 1 p.m. Crowley's fiont lobby.
Somersat Cooction. Bg Beaver/Cooliigs. Troy. TotTwolve Mk 12 ie/Toicgraph. Southiield.
MEALTH TRSTS 106400060 (810)3534111.
Free blood pressure tests 8-10 a.m. Room C of the: FARRIR'S
Conter, lowse lovel byGodon | INFORMAL MODELING SaARKEY
Crty Hospial. Sea the latest fashions om Hersh's modeled ounng How thvough Oct. 28 gvery Saturday in the Vilago
_ Wostisnd Contor. Wayne/Warmen. Wtch e noon to 2 p.m. Shopping Cenar parking lot. 9 8.m. t0 2
(313) 4255001 Staga & Co. OThart Laks /5. Maple. Wrst Bloom- £.m. Flowery, i3 and vegstodles.
PUPPRT BHOWS (':%, 855-6622, (810)473-7276.
The taka of Peter Rabbit is presantod dally Lrough ’ FLANO CONCTRT
June st 7 p.m. Sstundey times 11 a.m, Fi
1 80d 3 p.m. Sundey 1 6nd 3 p.m. FRIDAY, NE 9 Cart Fernstrum parforng, 1:2:30 p.m, Canter Court.
Mondowtiook ViBage Mak Adams,/Walton. Roches. — oo 20 Rt Ero Ot " Gantat, Tho
tor Hts, HPORMAL MOORLING oy g 41 .
(810) ST5.9451. ! Foaturing styles from Ciothes Encountens informatly (313 591-7696. = )
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rvited to make & tie Ror Father's Day. 11

Chisdren
lm.lﬂ 1 p.m.canurm Froe. Register in od-
l‘ﬁlmu uuanww

@10) 3534111,
star Jos Dumars igns o mally presentad n00n to 2 p.m, #t 0.Dennison’s and

Hudson's shows off its newly romodeled Maen's De- Alba's American (rBe, P KID§ STORY
mummm.mmmm Lawrol Pork Pisce. &WM At twraptat Sherr Bowmman prosents *“The:
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