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‘Searching or b'iii‘ﬁug, th

AUA ©

ow can
you find
things on
the Internet?
Bimply put, Surl
& Be

ipgls mvuwdlnl
and purposeful,
You surf for tho
unknown but
soach for the
known., You
search when tlme {8 scarco and
surf when time is plentiful. Re-
sulta ara the outcome of a search;
discoveries are the outcomo of a
. aurf.
Most of us have surfod and still
do for enjoyment when surprise is
- moro important than success.
. Surfing is hopping from ono site
to another, looking to seo what's
offored and then hopping to an-
other. Its the same ns channel
© surfing with the TV remote con-
trol, only with a mouse.
Sometimea we can surf with o
little bit of purpose. In Gopher,
for inatance, wo can choose to go
to a Gopher Jewels sits, which isa
collection of someono clse’s “dis-
coveries” while surfing, and jump
- from site to site until findlng
something of personal interest. Or
you could gopher to Yonoff's List
at Stanford University and scan
down In search for an Interesting

EMORY
DANIELS

Item. If you scan Yanofl's without

loowing for a specific subjoct than

you still are on the susf board.
You also can surf on the Wmld

by golng

‘“‘What's (hup:ll
home.mcom.com/bome/whats-
new.btmi) or “What's Cool” site
{http:/thome.mcom.com/home/
whata-coolhtmi) and then scann.
Ing the lists, hitting on a link,
jumping to a uite end jumping
back, forward or sidewnys.

Burfing stops and searching be-
glns when we have a specific toplc
or apecial body of knowledge wo
want to find. Then we use scarch
tools and becoma deliberate, One
of tho oldest aearch tools around
i» Archio which ia used to snoop
around File Transfer Protocol
(FTP} sites for a specific file. Re-
member that In scarching FTP
aftes, Archio can locate text files
as well as software. Usually, text
files are longer documents than
you will find at Gopher sites and
certainly longer than most WWW
documents.

An Archie aearch s cumber-
some in that you conduct the
scarch first, writo down the Uni-
versel Resource Locator (URL),
and then use FTP to retrieve the
document or software flle to
transfer end thon download.
{Thers are exceptions, such as us-
ing WinArchie). I aleo find Archle
to be quits slow. But Archie will
produce resulta and does produce

informaotion such & directory
paths that makes your mtc}n
much easler,

Unless you know the informa-
tion Ls at an PTP site, I would be-
gin with Veronica or Jughead —~
both Gopher search tools. My fa-
vorite is Veronlea which is quite
fast and efficlest, Veronica can be
Tocated at most Gophnr sltes un-
der “Gophor Servicma™ or under

words like “Search using Veroni-

ca."” The University of Minnesota
llte in tho chosen site but its
Veronica tool Is mirrored at many
other sites 0o don’t bo afrald to
try elsewhere. Jughead also s
found at many Gopher sites, but
not as frequently as Veronica,

When using Veronica, you may
chooss to search among directo-
rles, phone books, lbraries, or ol)
files. “All filea" ia the best option
unlesa you happon to know the
document is at a library or listed
in a phone book. When esked, en-
tor one or two names and hit RE-
TURN. Moat Veronica searchea
will stop after producing 401
anwsers. You can select any
Gapher sits on that llst, visit d:a
site, and then retum to your
search reault lst,

For practice, type *“Yanofl" and
hit RETURN and Verontca will
hand you a list of sites which con-
talns Yanoff's List. In this case,
don't enter “Yanoff List” becauso
Veronica also will produce several
Gopher sites that have the word

ere’s an Internet tool

[~

“List” In their titlea, such a»
Laundry List, Bunken Bubmarine
List, Liddy’s Hit List, otc. There
aren't that many Yanoffs out
thers so simply using ths single
word will be more cffed.ivc.
Knowing what scarch terms

uso roguires a litile logic or a ln-

tle trial and error, whichever

comes easlest.

Searching for information on
the Web is even easler. ong
the better Web eearch tools are
Lycos, Web Crawler, InfoSeek
Bearch, and Web Worm. Thesz

toola allow you to set the mexi-
mum number of answers you
want — 15, 25, 50, T1, whatever.
Some allow you to use “and” or
“or" when entering search (bol-
{oan) terms; others don't.

Most of the tima the searches
are fairly fast. Whon completed,
you are give s llst of Web sites
that contain tho se: terms you
entered. Bach 1lsting provides the
URL in bypertest so that you can
click on the URL, visit that slte,
and then return to your search ro-
sults list.

Some Web sitcs also have
search tools bullt available for
visitors, MacMlllan Publishing’s
Web page, for cxample, has a Web
Yellow Pages with a very efficient
eearch tool. Enter a topic, say
“Internet,” ond it produces a list
of all sites that uss “Internet” In
thelr home page tire. Point to
hitp://www.mcp.com/nrp/wwwyp

to go to the Wob Yellow Pages site
and when nﬂmu entez “Internet
Leamning Center.” Or. for fun, en-
ter “Emory Danfels” and seo what
happens. The fun thing about
this search tocl is that you can

for you

8120 cnter s URL and get informa-
tion mbout what's gvailable at
that eddress. To try it, enter
bttp: Hoeoutlna.com/(ulde
mark)emo ow you can sco
why I liko thi search tool.
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