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Tuesday vote drives SMAR'T’s future locally -

nY PA'l‘ Munriy

Wik m communities poised to
€9 to the polls Tuesday, SNMART
offidals are concentrating on one
goal: Reminding voters about
what's at stake . . . the future of
mass transit in Oakland County.

“We're nat letting up.” uld
Oakland

urban Mobility Authority for Re-
gional Transportation)?

1t approved, the annual in.
crease would amount to ut
$1650 on & bouse valued at
$100,000. Identical proposals
have already scomb
and Wayne counties.

Thou nuppudng tho millage
Pemnick

Lawren
R. Pernick, D-Southfield, who In-
sists opproval of the SMART tax
bike is casential to the county, “1
was out today (Friday) to remind
voters, and 1Tl probably be out
over weekend.”

The ballot bhas one iasue.
Sheuld property tates be in-
created by one-third of a mill to
provide moaney for SMART (Sub-

E&St from page

and Odhnd County Executive Lo
Brooks Patterson — insist tho ad-
ditional operating revenue ia
needed to keep the transit system
operating.

They admit SMART noeds re-
organization. But they Insist
SMART is vital to economic de-
velopment as well as the elderly,
the bandicapped and the unem-

1A

.

" she aaid

Sae andorsement, Page 5A

"But 'n I.l-l(l imow that we can't

ployed.

‘Thoss oppozed to the millage
proposal — including Oskland
commlssioners Shelloy Taub of
Bloomfleld Hilly, Sus Ann Doug-
las of Rocheater Hilla and David
Moffitt of Farmington Hills — in-
sist SMART Is mismanaged and
wasteful.

They insist econamic develop-
ment and thoso dependent on
mass transit would ba better
served i SMART dics, and a new
system {ormed to takoe its place.

That would “make it possible

handful, he put a baskethall in
their mitts. He supervised an af-
ter-schoo) basketball program for
sixth- and seventh-graders at
Pasteur Elementary in Detroit

“It scemed to help,” Seaborn
said “Jt was another adult they
could talk to and some of them
didn’t have a father io the home.
1t sort of opened a door for them
to come through before they could
get into trouble.”

Seaborn also started a multi-
cultural exchange between
Hugger and Nichols Elementary
in Detroit. A cimilar exchange
might be started 2t East Middle
School, Seaborn said.

He spent 13 years st Pasteur
Elementary in Detroit before be-
coming an assistant principal
Fitzgerald Elementary in 1989.

H'It (baskethall) seemed to help. It was anoth-
er adult they could talk to and some of them
didn’t havo a father In the home. it sort of
openad a door for thom to come through be-
fore they could get into trouble.’

Eugene Seaborn

for private bus operators to make
more officient uss of fedoral, state
and locally collected taxes . . . ,"
to Michigan Taxpayers United
Inc., ane of the fow — f not the
anly — organization to try to mo-
bilize opposition to the SMART
proposal.

June West, SMART marketing
director, Friday said the Commit-
teo to Save Regional Transit
would be active over the weekend
to — like commissloner Pernick
in Southficld -~ remind voters
about the election.

letup.”
Ittoe — a coelition of
bual abo: 1

labor
taw firms and the Sault Ste. Mar-
ie Tribo of Chi Indlans —
ralsod $312,125 on bohalf of the
BMi\RT millage proposal, West
oal
Among the organizations en-
doruing the millage are the Great-
et Detroit Chamber of Commerce,
the Oakland County Chamber of
Commcm. the Elght Mile Boule-
Association, the AFL-CIO,
lhe Qakland County Democratic
Party, Clvic Searchlight and the
Area Agency on Aging.
Polls open at 7 a.m. Tuesday

and closo at 8 p.m.
Communities scheduled to par.
ticipate are Aubum Hills, Bork-
loy, Boverly Hills Village, Bing-
ham Farms Villago, Birmingham,
Clawson, Farmington, Farmin]
ton Hllts, Forndals, Franklin Vil
lage, Hazel Park, Huntington
Woods, Madlson Heights, Oak
Park, Plonsant Ridge, Pontlac,
Royal Oak, Roya! Osk 'l‘mvmhlp.
Southfield and Troy. =

Those not voting includs Com—
morce, Weat Bloomfield and
Bloomfield townships, Wizom,
Walled Lake, Orchard Lake, Ra.
chester Hills, Rochester, Bloom-
fleld Hills, Lake Orion and Ox-

ford.

School district to get less '
from state than expected

BY unnv O'CmNon
BTYAFY Wi

W‘h-l. lhe atats promiseth, the
state taketh away.

Seaborn earned both his bache-
lor's and master's degrees from
Wayne Stato Umvcrnty Hn uho
has an Ed

well a2 New York and Chicago.
“It’s a nice change of pace for
the -ummtr," he sald.
F

Certificate from there.

When he's not in the princi-
pal's office, Seaborn can be found
ot summer art fairs. Ho works
with crushed stone, sand, clay,
and acrylic paints.

His ertwork his been on display
st the annual Ann Arbor show as

schools’ reputatlon
precedes itaelf, Seabom said. He's
heard a lot of good things about
Superintendent Bob  Maxfield
and the East Middle School
teaching staff.

“I think I'm fortunate to come
to a district like Farmington,”
Seabom aald.

Focus from page 1A

through Aug. 9.
Over Hill arnd Dale

the first Wedneaday. The center will be open

ke Hill and Dale Garden Club of Farming-
ton Hills will meet at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
June 8, st The Longacre House, 24705

Farmington

Road.
New officers will bo installed and refreshments
will be served. For more information about the
club, call Eileen Abbott at 478-7437.

Items for Farmington Focus moy
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Gmnd River,
Farmington 48335; faxed to 477-5722.
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GETTING A GOOD FOOTHOLD

Publlc Schools will
recelve $13 less per pupll than
originally expected for the next
fiscal year, State aid Initially
called for a $166 increase in per
student speading, which was the
figure used to calculats the 1995
96 budget. Instead, districts will
receive $1563.

Multiplied by more than 11,0600
atudents, it's $146,246 leas than
cxpected. That's the least of the
district's worries, though.

“We have it covered,” sald
Cheryl Cannon, sstistant supets
intendent for finance.

Schoo! officials have also been
told they may seo a $1.1 mtllion
reduction — or 25 percent — of
ita June state aid payment
School aid meney ~— $139 million
total — would be used instead to
pay the state’s share of teacher re-
tirement costs.

The atate quit ma&lu pro-pay-
ments into

That's unconstitutional, sald &
etate suprome court ruling in a
lawsult brought by the Michigan
Education Association. An appeal
has been filed.

“The Supreme Court is not
golngu: have time to moet to .

y yes you must pay into the
fund." asid state Rep, Jan Dolan,
R-Farmington Hills. *“The court
did not order the state to pay into
the fund.”

If the court ordera the state to
pay up, Fammington school dis-
trict would erly tap its $21.7
million fund

*Thst's why we havc that ralny
day fund: You never know what
the state Is going to do to you,”
Cannon said.

Parmington’s fund balance Is
roughly 19 percent of its $100 mil-
lion opersting budget. Auditors
recommend districta set aside 10
to 15 percent:

“Who knows? This cut might
b"i‘ us down to that,” Cannon

suu politics weigh heavier on
F, schools then before,

fund, opting to pay as it goes.

Phypsical therapy is @ focm of bealth
care that prevents, Ideotifies, of
corrects snd alleviates of
anatomic of p origla. PLysical
therapists test god measure (ke
Tunctlon of musculoskeletal,
ncurotoglcal, pulmonary, and
cardlovasculas systems; they alsa
treat the 1bat are caused »,
Maesses, Injary and birth defects. For
more Information, <all uu.nu
PHYBICAL THERAPY
MZOKTYE, PC- ar (810) 1151'330.

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

‘Tho district recoives 53 percent of
its money from the state com-
pared to less than three-percent
prior to Proposal A. The remain.

Ing 97 percent came from local
property taxes.

Cannon hea already prucnkd
the $106 million opernting bu
to the Farmington Board of
catlon.

Included are $1.3 million in
new instructional initintives.
‘Those will not bo affected, Cun
non eald.

Imnlmlly, when explaining O.hc

atate's increased role after Pto-
posal A in the budget, Canvon
seld that “nn surprises have’ yﬂ.
emerged. . .

She epoke too soon.

‘The $13 drop in per-student al-
lotmenta was because of a greater-
than-expected amount of state tax
refunds and a lesa-than-expected
sales tax revenus, Dolan said. The
$168 figuro given In January was
an cotimate; the $163 figure was
givenin Muy

Cannon catimated 16 pemtn!
for owmployee retirement costs,
which are moro likely to be 145
percent. Excess moncy willbe
shifted to cover the more than
$100,000 difference, Cannon sald:

“This {s what happc s when
you do budgrts: The: lotof
estimation involved,” she saidw-a

wnm' YOU CAN DO
FOR YOURSELF

‘whit can you ¢o for t?
3} by the medications of s friend
that Fiest, there |8 no
Ovar 100 Gitterent of arvukis axisl, sach with s own
" athritia may be M sultsd
weh trying arthiilis medICation are the side effects. Your hazard
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