i

The Observer/ MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1995

POINTS OF VIEW

election

Vote yes Tuesday for regional transportation

i and ¥
Hills were 100 pvmnt right to
ntay in the Tuesday, June 6,
SMART regional transporta-
tion millage election, Wo urge voters to
esy YES to the ono-third mill, three-
year tax proposal.

SMART la far from perfect and muat
be improved to meet the present and
future necds of thoso who Hve end work
intho P area, own b
s here or come to the area to shop or
seck other services.

1f this millage fails, tho aillng
SMART will die a quick death. There
will bo no transit system on which to
bulld a better, more efficient program.

Starting from scratch will mean years

of floundering — lote with politi-
cal infighting.
Voters in Macomb and parts of

Wayne counties already have said yes
to the SMART millogo by two-to-one

margine.

Only 20 of Oakland County’s 61
communities, sll but two of them in
tho southern end, hove optad “in" for
Tuceday's election. Some of those, in
addition to Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills, arc Troy, Southfield, Bir-
mingham, Beverly Hills, Franklin and
Royal Oak.

If the millage is approved, all com-
murities that voted will participato in
the additional taxation,

SMART currently faces an estimat-
ed operating deficit of $6.4 milllon and

@ Transit Is also crucial for

those elderty and handl-

cappod persons who would

bo so Isolated In their

homes without some Inox-

g‘onslvo form of trangporta-
on.

has faced recurring financial crises for
the past five years resulting in 1 $21.9
million accumulated deficit.

Unlike other large metropolitan
areas, the Detroit arca does not sup-
port its regional transit system with
any local funding source. A yen vote
Tuesday would chango that.

Based on eatimates, a ono-third mill

spread on the available tax base would
yield $16.4 million a year.

A Farmington Hilla homeownes
whose property is assessed at $100,000
would pay an additional $33 a year if
the millage passes, Farmington Hills
property ewners would commit about
$884,287 a year.

In Oakland County — where 47 per-
cent of all now jobs in tho state are
being created — many of these workers
will necd rides. How will they get there
without convenient, reliable and af-
fordable transportation?

Where will Farmington-area busi-
nesses find the employces they need?
How can they thnvc nnd grow vm.hout

tan Detroit needs a competent, jobs-
driven transit system.

Transit is also crucisl for those eld-
erly and handicapped persons who
would be so isolated in their homes
without some inexpensive form of
transportation.

SMART is already here. It's an ex-
{sting base on which to build a badly
needed, efficient transit system to help
bring people and jobs together.

Farmington and Farmington Hills
are citics that stand to lose a great deal
if thoss who run the growing retail and
office base can't find the employoes
they need to move forward.

Voto yes for SMART so that its re-

theso empl

ion can begin.

Mega stores close chapter on small bookstores

P
hose of us who had frequented
Boakpeoph pretty much since it

pened 22 years ago in Orchard

Mal! !n Weal Blooml'eld had hoped it

could mako it.

Wo had gone thero to buy our chil-
dnn their first picture books. As thoy
“grow older, wo had taken them there to
purchasoe still another Judy Blume sto-
ry. And when thoy could drive them-
selves, wo remember their own frantic
tips there to purchase theo Cliff's
‘Notes of aome high school classic thoy
said they ran out of timo to finish,
~ We went to Bockpeople when we had
Just fintshed a great novel and wanted
arecommendation on another that
‘would be just as compelling. They
Jknew just the book to enjoy on a vaca-
tion or the travel book for planning &
vacation. Plus we bypassed both the
Hallmark and pharmacy in Orchard
Mall in favor of thelr selection of groet-

Ing cands,

But it wasn't to be,

Just as Metro Books succumbed
when Barnes & Noble moved across
Tclcgmph from it in Bloomfield Town-
ship, Bool le could not witt
the competition from both the largest
Bames & Noble in Michigan and Bor-
dara, both of which opened 1ast No-
vember within a mile and a half of it.

Anather small bookseller, George
Barry, said it was inevitable. Barry can
seo Borders from his own emali, books-
to-tho-ceiling storcfront along Orchard
Lake Road in Farmington Hills. And
ho ia woll aware of the West Bloomficld
Barnes & Noble, up the street.

But Barry {3 in the used book busi-
ness, 1 can weather it, but an inde-
pendent new book store ja in a hopelesa
situntion,” he says.

Ho doean't subscribe ta the theory
that the mega bookstores deliberately
Jocate where small independent book
stores have been successful.

*Their concerns aren't with tho indo-
pondents,” he said. “They are con-
cerned with each other.”

So, now, ot lcast in West Bloomficld
and the Birmingham-Bloomfield area,
that's what thoy have — each other.

And the small bookstore, like the
black and white TV, the corner drug-
store and the single-screen film theater
will join the ranks of signs of the past.

Children today will have different
memorics.

They are apt to attend story hours at
the bookstores as often — or moro —
as they attend them at the library.

‘They are not only oble to buy the
newest Robert Munach book (Canada’s
best-selling children’s author) but can
hear him read it (3 p.m. Friday, June
16, at Farmington Hlls Borders.)

And teenagers can not only get those
Cliff's Notes, but discuss them with a
classmate in the bookstore cafo or take
another few minutes {remember they
don't have time to read the original) to
browse the music section.

Even a Bookpeople regular like Deb-
bie Chutz of Bloomfield Township,
browsing at tho store’s going out of
business sale, recognizes that the new
cra has begun.

“When you go there (B&N, Borders),
it's more of an actual event. You plan
to spend time there,”

A calendar of bookstore events in-
cludes children’s story hours, book
signinga and readings, workshops, mu-
sical events and special and general in-
terest book groups.

‘The Maple Theatre is teaming up
with the Bloomfield Township Barnes
& Noble to present monthly discus-
sions of films dwy are showing at 10:30
a.m. Sundays in the B&N cafe.

And the West Bloomfield Bames &
Noble this fall will open another 1,000
square feet as on art gallery and 200-
scat performing arts center.

Many of us remember IBrowse, an
independent bookshop at the
Northwestemn/Orchard Lake intersec-
tion that tricd the bookstore/coffee
house combination soms years back. It
was apparently ahead of ita time.

Judith Doner Berne,  West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers.
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Is RK surgery for you?

Get stralght answers from the name you trust:

. HenryFord.

1f you hate wearing glasses but cant wear con
wy.:‘oln-wmngéadul keratotomy surgery :mf!mc
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find out about advanced
Henry Ford seminar.
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Golf

INTERNATIONAL SKI & GOLF

Present

GOLF CLUB

E Ladies, dmuyonrd'nnu:
to play in one of the
vilt

“nicest” gcl! events of the Summer.  Bavarian

Ski & Golf presents Detroit's 2nd Annual *Golf Quting
for Women Only” at the beautiful Catrails Golf Club, in
South Lyon, on Friday June, 23, 1995, Scventy (70)
winners & their guests will receive 18 holes of golf for
2 with power car, comphmcnw'y gift pack & range
balls, plus on-course

LE b

provide an informal fathion show featuring the latest in
womer's golf apparl.
representatives from Boyne USA, the E.m:.mv: Womem

& snacks, Players will

ve 4 chance to win a mini

lE week, courtesy of Boyne
Resorts.  Duting our
{uncheon, Bavarian Village will

Guest speakers will include

RKat HenryFordis perfo yboard League & Detrolt Metropoli
fed ophithalmok jnimum of discomfortand crcme&'mdbyd\:upuunlhuyfud Trun Detroit’s Nicest Golf Outin, for womcn anly will
Wmdunmﬂ?m:: ' g Henoy Fondobaeyour furuein sght. condude with an exclusive all-female comedy review and
resentation, We think you'll enjoy this day of
lers. fyouidie o ind out moeesbout RK, lE s itgm been designed spﬁzﬁmﬁﬁ%r wemym.
. s jommfnrthhdny of fun. Enter to win at any
%“’mmm Bavuun Villsge International Ski & Golf.
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