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Walied Lake keepers
Pick Siegler, Altman, Onder

for the Walled Lake Consolidated School

District — which sprawls into the nerth-
west corner of Farmington Hills — and those
who run it.

People are flocking to attractive new homes
built in the district communities of Farming-
ton Hills, Novi, Wixom and Commerce and
West Bloomfield townships.

But Walled Lake schoul officials claim they
cannot kevp up high quality standards with-
out geiting money, and lots of it, to build new
schools and fix old ones.

It's a lament residents have been heanng
from officials for a couple of yrars now, ever
since the $135 million Pruject 21 was seeved
up and shot down.

And, judging from comments made by can-
didates in the current Walled Lake school
race, it's a tiring lament with the public.

1t is those residents who, Monday, will pick
two of five candidates to four-year terms on
the Walled Lake Board of Education.

Voters also will pick one of three bopefuls
for a single one-year stint.

Although we do not advocate change for
change's sake, now is a good time for some
new perspectives on difficult issues, mostly
those revolving around finances and a per-
ceived communication breakdown between of-
ficials and residents.

So, whoever is elected must have business
acumen and the ability ta clearly coavey infor-
mation to the public — especially if yet anoth-
er multi-million dollar bond issue is propesed
in the next year or so.

We do not want to see anyone elected who
only wants to square off against Superinten-
dent James Geisler, his administzation. or the
rest of the board, just to get his or her way.

E t's the best of times and the worst of times

H Now is a good time for some
new perspectives on difficult
Issues

Provincia] thinking within the district wus
one of the sorv spots cited by candidates dur-
ing the campaign. But maybe a new challenge
i3 peceasary.

With that in mind, \Walled Lake voters
Monday should vlect incumbent Mare
Siegler and challenger Harvey Altman to
the pair of four-year seats, und challenger Alp
Onder to the one-year term.

Siegler, who is now completing a one-year
board appuintment, will push to bring dis-
parate sections of the district together. He
also intends to do whatever it tukes to im-
prove communication problems.

One suggestion is particularly on the mark:
For differvnt schools to do more colluborating
on extracurricular activities. That would goa
long way toward helping people from one part
of Walled Lake schools understand the needs
of these in another part.

By clecting Altman, voters would be choos-
ing someone with n unique understanding of
what education is about. He also has a proven
truck record in secking, and obtaining, grant
money that could only help the district, per-
haps in the much-needed technology urea.

Although Onder's two opponents for the ane-
yvar term are both dedicated parent volunteers,
we Like his ability to communicate well and han-
dle major financial problems and strategies for
his clients at Roney and Co. in Farmi Hills.

THEY ARE
FUTURE.
A HEALTHY DOSE OF
MILLAGE. FORMULA.

LETTERS

For Enbarg

would like to take this opportunity to en-
E dorse the candidacy of Linda K. Enberg for
the Farmington School Board.

Having known Enberg and her family for
years, I belicve the community is fortunate to
have o candidate of her caliber willing to serve
on the Farmington Schoal Board.

Beaides being highly qualified, Enberg has

lent record of ity involvement

He admits not having much previous expe-
rience in education circles, but he is open and
honest. Those traits, in our opinion, make him
the best candidate for the job.

nkland Community College is seriously

under-ficanced. There's a ot of worty

these days about governments spending
too much mozey, but here is a case where one
is spending too little.

Voters can correct the situation Monday,
June 12, by approving OCC's request for 0.8 of
a mill of property tax for seven years. The
modest proposal deserves a yes vote.

It would raise OCC's total rate to about
1.65 mills, well below the s2ate average of 2.16
mills. On a per-student spending basis, the
millnge will put OCC somewbhere ncar the
middle of Michigan's 29 i 1

Many reasons to OK millage

rolled at any one time, making OCC ene of the
largest institutions of higher learning in the
state. Even the wealthirst school districts are
sending 20 pereent of their high school graduat-
ing elasses to OCC where young people not only
et good instruction but beat the svaring coats
of four-year universities for a couple of years.

8 The workplace has changed, and many people
in their middle years arc upgruding their skills
for the global market. Society has changed, and
many displaced homemakers would rather
work than join the welfare lifestyle. Both ends
of the political spectrum — from U.S. Labor

S ~ Robert Reich to Gov. John Engler —

This proposal is something the OCC board
and administration should have asked for
soaner. OCC's leaders withheld their request
o allow the K-12 system to make reforms and
get their houses in order. OCC's reticence was
understandable. But it gave some folks the in-
correct impreasicn that all was well, mosey-
wise, cn the five campuses.

All hasn't been well:

8 A lot of repairs need to be made to the
buildings, some 30 years old. Walks, roofs,
parking lots, earpeting, geoern) remodeling,
pools — many things have been Lot go during
ians to keep teaching p going.
W A lot of new technology is necded, not only
for the teaching of engineering denign and
manufacturing, but for the new era in photo
imaging and medical care. Some of it is being
donated by visionary industrialists. Much still
needs to be bought and paid for.
8 Tha public is making greater demanda oo the
twywwﬂquSmammOnmumm-

agree that cornmunity colleges will be the major
factor in training the workforee of the future.
B The state has been leas than kind to OCC.
With inflation running at more than 3 per-
cent, the governor proposed a 1.1 percent
state aid intrease, and if OCC is lucky, the
Legislature will come up with 2.5 percent.
Hurting Oakland is the state aid formula,
which is based in part on o one-mill local ef-
fort. OCC docan’t raise the matching money.

In past decades, OCC has done its building
with bonds and non-voted taxes. The total
rate has been 2 high as 1.7 mills and has av-
eraged 1.4 mills. The building daya are over,
the board has decided. Existing buildings
must be maintained with voted millage.
Hence, comes this modest proposal of 0.8 mills
for seven years, which would raise the total
rate to a bit more than 1.8.

1t's about time OCC goes to the votera! The
college’s record mevita an overwhelming sp-
provat of the June 12 proposal.

We asked this
question of
gracusting
seniors a8t the

{ recent Hanison
High School
commence-
ment kn Aon

‘1 At

an
as well as as genuine concern for the commu-
nity's students.

Ronald Oliverio, Farmington Hills

A Levin man

write to endorac your June 1 recommenda-
E tion to elect Jennifer Levin to fill the open

scat on tho Farmington School Board,

Her family background has been filled with
dedication to serve communitics in many areas,
with an cmphasis on the education of children.

Jennifer Levin's clection would bring a bright,
open-minded, sincere and dedicated woman
lawyer with fresh and well-thought-through
views on inuing to imp: theed i

luct deli d to Far Hills !
Sheldon M. Lutz, Farmington Hills

No to mlliage

ote no on Monday, Junc 12, on OCC's
v millage increase request. Several

months ago, voters rebuffed Oakland
Community College’s first request this year
for o 330 million pay hike.

A tly they thought we had mi! k
becnuse here they've come back again like the
Everrcady Bunny.

John E. Mayor, West Bloomflicld

Chamber says ‘yes’

tits May meeting, the
Farmi; /Parmi Hills Chamb
of Commerce Board of Directors en-

dorsed Oakland Community College'’s request
for an cight-10ths of one mill increase for a pe-
riod of saven years. Tho millage election is
scheduled for Monday, June 12,

Tho board of ditectors acknawledzed
merous pe established between arca
businesscs and OCC. The collego is a recog-
nized leader in providing cssential teaining and

ining for area ! and L

the nu-

P P

It trains highly skilled medical personnel,

luding nurses, radiologists, di ic med-
ical sonographern, emergency medical techni-
cinns, who are employed in Oakland County
and directly add to the qunlity of services re-
ceived by county residents. The college is ulso
a major educator for police und fire personnel
scrving nrea communities.

Many local residents attend OCC ns regular
students, whose goals are to be more skilled
and whose training makes them better em-
ployces. The college requires its funding re-
quest to continue providing quality services in
these critical areas.

Jody Soronen, president,
Chamber of Commcree

More for Enberg

residenta of Far und
Farmington Hills to cast theiy votes for
k2 Lindna Enberg on June 12,

Linda has shown her dedication to stu-
dents, education and community through her
involvement in Farmington Familica in Ac-
tion, Parent Advisory Forum at Farmington
High School and other committees.

Linda is an intelligent, interested, con-
cerned citizen and a lady with a lot of class.

Betty Nicolay, Farmington Hlils

Thanks to al}

« wish to thank the cditor, writers

Bill Coutant and Mary Radrique and

photographer Sharon LeMicux for the
extenaive coverage given to residents’ con-
cerna regarding the huge subdivision proposed
for our half-milc section of North Power Rond.

Wo also wish to thank all the wonderful peo-
ple who have given us support by way of numer-
ous encouraging phono calls, lctters — Linda
Grren wrote not only to the Planning Commis-
sion but also to the mayor and city coundil —
and tast but certainly not least, our profound
thanks to these super people who spake up on
our behnif ot the publie hearing held by the
Planning Commlssion on Thuraday, May 18,

Mary Burek’s heart warming poem “Save
Power Road” has become our rallying ery.

As longtimo reaidents of Pawer Road, wo
are determined to opposo what scems tobe o
plan to destroy our quiet, peaceful way of life,
We were moved to tears by the intenso out.
pouring of aupport from area residents, Thero
are no wonds to proporly convey our gratitude.

Irens Kernlcky, Farmington Hille
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Tes Bazs, Counwiery Exton, 477-85450
Susan Roexx, Masacima Eorron, OBszavin Newopaseas, 9532149
Pos KaoesPn, ADviRnnG Maniote, Osseva Nowtraries, 9332177
Laazy Gnetn, Masacen of Cecuianion, Ostaavia Nowsearces, 0332234
Dwwmson,

Baoma M.

., PusuERa, Oastaviz Miwwastas, 9532100

Breven K. Posx, Qaneast MaxaGIn,
Custavin & Ecconrme Newssarmns, 9532252

. Busuxwan CommunicaTions Corron
P Powmn, Cramusys 0f et Boanp Recwaro

Oun Mesnacw: “Because toe publish community newspapers, we think abows community journalism

in a fundamentolly different woy than our bigger competl

lues to be

independens from the stovies and

they cover,

ping in to write the for

sensotional and then dashing off to cover somathing clse. We regurd ourseloces as both accurate
Joumnalists and as caring citisena of the communities where we work.”

= Philip Power
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