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Sopping up the spill: James Doyle of Young's Environ-
mental Cleanup. handles the cleanup of a lawn chemical

spill.
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Hose to hydrant: Fa

mington Hills firefighters (fro
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John Kastran hook up a hose to battie a chemical spill.

1 hurt, chemical spills in crash

Farmington Hills police are
investigating an accident in
which a woman was injured and
about 250 gallons of lawn ferti-
lizer and herbicide were spilled
from a truck Tuesday morming.

A Dodge Caravan driven by
Dorothy Bernius was struck in
the rear by & truck belonging to
Turf Tenders of Southficld at
sbout 11:156 am. on westbound
12 Mile weat of Middlebelt

Bernius was taken to Bots-
ford General Hospltal in Farm-
ington Hills whero sha was kept
overnight for observatlon. She
was listzd in steble condition,
but doctors wanted to be sure
there were no intemal injuries.

Farmington Hills firefighters
and Youngs Environmental of
Flint used water and vacuum
trucks to clean up the spill. The

m lcft) Bruce elsky. Ken Block and

road was blocked for about e
half bour and then was reduced
to onc-lano traffic on the south

lanes.

Lt. Tews Shurtleff of the Hlila
Fire Department, who was on
the scene, sald the spill did not
cause problems, but the liquid
bad to be picked up.

“Probably the only result of
the spill will bo soms greener
woeds,” ho gald.

Liquor
violations
are cited

Two businesses were cited dur-
ing a liquor sting by Farmington
pollce.

Bel-Alre Lanes and Poge's
Food & Spirits were ticketod for
salling to a mlnor decoy — sn
arca high school senlor — and a
repart was {lied with the state L.
quar Control Commission.

Qversll, Parmington polico vis-
ited 18 buainesses during o two-
day period. Police wore pleassd
with the results, noting the de-
crease [n abuses In recent years.

There was only one citation [s-
sued In 1993 compared to seven In
1992. No sting occurred in 1994,

“It’s low,” Farmington Public
Safety Deputy Director Mike
Wigging sald. “(It's) the fact that
our officers go eround on a liquor
i lon in April and educati
business owners on the Impor-
tance of checking ldentification
and not selling to minors.”

An employee at Bel-Alre Lanes
served the 17.year-old gird a wine
spritzer May 8,and n Page's walt-
ress served a bottle of Corone to
the decoy on May 8. Neither
asked for identification.

Business owners were told by
police a sting would be taking
place.

Patterson kills veto, opening way for jail expansion

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFY WoITIR

A political showdown between
county commissioners and L.
Brooks Pattersan may bave been
sverted when the county execu.
tive rescinded bis veto of a $3.5
willion expansion plan at the
Oakland County jail.

“It is clear that I have accom-
plished my goal.” Patterson said
in a statement released Tuesday
on the withdrawal of his surprise
veto last Thursday. “There will
not be $1 million in additional
subaidies for the nize townships
and one city (Rochester Hilla) at
the expense of the remainder of
the county.™

But Pstterson may alio have
sverted an oveeride of the veto bry
commissioners who said the exec-
utive bad arbitrarily coupled two
separate issues — the jail expan.
sion and the cost of conUacting

immediate pressure off, she said,
but the issue is not resal

Catamissioner Donn L. Wolf,
R-Farmington Hilla, Wednesday
said withdrawing the veto was
“the right thing for the executive
to do. [t was & wise move that
cae about through compro-
mize.”

The comprumise — a3 outlined
in Patterson’s withdrawal mes-
sage — involved commissioners
agreeing to reconsider the rate for
contracting sherill's servieen. ™1
have been atsured by commls-
sioners that the coniract rates

will be changed and mads
more f2ir.”

The linkage between the jail ex-
pansion and the cost of contract-
ing for sheriffa services was
by Patterson last week when be
said the county could not afford
to spend $3.5 million oo new jail
facilities while at the same time

rerchars it

with the sheriff'n d for
lsw enforcement services.

“The votes were there to over-
tide,” sccording to commissioner
Sue Ann Douglas, R-Rochester,
who said the issue is not over.
Witbdrawing the veto takes the

to
that contract for skerifT's deputles
rather than funding their own po-
lice departcuenita.
Patterson insisted that under-
charging for contruct services coat
about $1 millicn and amounted to

“a gift” from communities that
fund their own departments to
areas that contract instead.

But vetoing the jail expansion,
he forced issd to recon-

about two years. Ho sald any in-
flux of prisoners might necesal-
tate releasing some to make room

*“1 don’t think 80,” sald Woll.
“In palltics, we have to deal with
one lssue and go on to the next.”

C 1 glways been a

for those newly d. Rene-
iations on the sherifT's contract

sider the cost of sherifl’s con-
tracts, Patterson insisted.

Others didn't sco the fasue In
that light.

“I bhad not intention of negoti-
sting (sbout the sheriffs con-
tracts) with s veto hanging over
our heads,” said commisaioner
Larry P. Crake, chair of the coun-
ty board of commissicners.

“] wns prepared to esk the
board far en override (at today’s
regular bosrd mecting), but the
executive’s withdrawal made that
unneceasary,” said Crake, &
Waterford Republican. "It was
the right thingto do.”

The withdrawa! of the veto
means the county can go ahead
with building two temporary fadil-
itics in Auburn Hills to ease over-

crowding.

Sheriff John F. Nichols insisted
the facilities are n because
of acute overcrowding. The jail
has been at of nesz {ts meximum
capacity of 1,676 Inmastes for
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will resume next week at a meet-
ing of the board’s finance xnd per-

pousibility, according to commla-
sloner Thomss A. Law, R-West
Blmﬂe}q. ol § :h‘l-yu thought the

tract for

sonnel 1} As opp din
other committee meetings, the
coat was to Incresse about seven
percent over three year. Patter

son has asked for a 12 percent in-

crease.
Will the veto leave any hard
feetings?

eheriff's services should pay more.
But the county badly needs the
Jail space.”

Commlssioner Donald W, Jen-
1en, R-Binmingham, sees the [s.
sue &» the newest manifestation
of an old dispute: the delivery of

county services to urban verses
rural communities.

There’s always been a dispute
shout whether urban cummuni-
ties receive a dleproportionats
whare of services compared with
thelr rural counterparts. In other
words, do Birmingham, Troy or
Southfield receive mora in county
services than Addison, Holly, Ox-
ford, Rose and other rural town.
shipa?

“There's always some trade
ofl,” Jensen sald. “But on bal-
ance, § think it’s almost equal.”
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Slow down and watch
for children when you drive.

on sl

Emergency um:im";‘“’ day. Urgent Care ls .mi!cr;f:d(mmouoo1 7 days a week.
et mmﬁm%r&“w‘w:«m R

EIHAD T prA e




