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Try again, piease
Walled Lake needs the help

here's a small segment of a school dis-
? trict population that's feeling disenfrun.

vhised, and that group of parents and
students needs o little help.

The group includes about 678 students,
tmore than half of them in elementary school,
who live in Farmington Hills, but are part of
the Walled Lake School District — just barely.

The district boundaries dip south just
enuugh to encompass their square mile of the
Hills, around 14 Mile and Halsted, and appar-
ently they don’t much care for their current
atuation.

1t's & hard spot to be in. Some of these par-
ents feel the paying Farmington Hills tax-
ex. ~o therr children should have the benefit of
Farmington schouls.

That's not too hard to undenstand. The
Farmington Schouls, like many in Oakland
County, are very good.

Howeser, the parents are upset with the
current state of affairs. The Walled Lake Dis-
trict has tried, but failed, to pass three sepa-
rate bond issues.

Each attempt. in part. would have provided
for capital expenditures to build new schools
and refurbish old ones, both of which are des-
perate needs in the growing Walled Lake dis-
trict.

These bond failures, coupled with a recent
decision to move 475 students from Maple El
ementary to a school Wialled Lake has leased
n Birmingham, as a temporary solution to
ease overcrowding, have made the issue
worse. The parents now want out of the
Walled Lake district.

That's nothing new, really. Seven schoal
districts — including Farmington — each lay
a2 claim to part of West Bloomfield, with stu-
dents attending classes all over the township.

Many parent groups, over the years, have
discuserd reparating from one district 1o join
another, just for reasons like this.

We don't believe it's a wise move, but not
becausc we're not sympathetic with the affect-
«d parvnts. It's nat wise because if one group
succeeds, othert will follow, and soon elemen-

tary and secondary education will be more
toused up than it alrvady is.

Walled Lake Schoots are well thought of —
it’s not us though parents think the quality of
education is somehow inferior.

But they'rv now affected by o question no
one seems to want 1o address, much less ane
swer: How will the Walled Lake district per-
petuate itself if it continues to deny necessary
funding to its students?

Everyvone seema to want to reap the bene-
fits of, and take pride in, an excellent school
district, but not enough Walled Lake District
regidents seem willing to fund such an en-
deaver.,

If this attitude holds its course, then the
families around 14 and Halsted will have a lot
: of company — wveryone will want out of the
diatrict because it will no longue be economi-
cally viable.

Another tough question to ask, that mos: go
out of their way o avoid. is this: What did
some prople expect when they moved into the
Walled Lake District?

It seems they wanted large, beautiful
homes on unspoiled acreage, However, arcas
such ns Walled Lake eventually grow because
everyone wants the same things, but then no
one wants to pay for them.

If that's the case, then perhaps the outspo-
ken critics of the bond isaues should have
moved to well-established districts, where
capital expenditures already have occurred,
populations have stabilized and additional
funding requests would be much smaller. You
can’t have it both ways.

We think the district should prepare s
pared-down bond propesal and try ngain.

That would give the Farmingion Hills resi-
dents in the Walled Lake District a little hope
while doing something good for the district in
spite of itaelf.

We believe everyone wants the beat for
their students, and we also believe that as
scon as they realize it isn't going to happen
| unless they do it themaclves, the situation will
improve.

A good dad is worth the fuss

ather's Day is coming and that should
F gladden the hearts of those who make

their living in greeting cards, men's
wear or fancy restaurants.

On Father's Day — Sunday, June 18, this
year — many of us lucky enough to have a fa-
ther will celcbrate by providing him with a
card, some article of male clothing or perhape
a dinner cut.

Yes, Father’s Day is another of those special
events — rendered not 80 special by their very
numbers — which dot the calendary and where
the spending of time and money is required.

But fathers are 8o very important, we think,
when it comes to effective parenting. Research
aver the years has shown that a father is a key
part of a loving and strong family.

‘They're certainly worth celebrating, these
fathers, cspecially os they've been overlooked
and underestimated in this well, this double-
deeade of the woman and mother.

A good father traditionally provides for his
family and ects as o disciplinarion, but truly
dedicated dads do a lot more. Today, many
men nctively share parenthood with their
wives. They consider child-rearing every bit as
important as their careera.

Succeasful fathers must be a lot of things
— including around. That can be difficult to-
day when fully half this nation’s youngsters
do not live in traditional nuclear families. A
divorced dad must somehow always finds a
way to become involved in his child's life.

Good dads are also always willing to log
quality time with the kids. So many studies
have shown that involvement by a father can
be a critical factor in a child's development.

A father cheers the success of his sons
and/or dnughters. Kids need to know that
dad thinks of them as future achievers, The
sbuence of such support can affect a child’s
life, studies have shown,

There's more, so much more. A good fa-
ther must somehow be tuned into his kids'
concerns. He must be understandingina
conflict. On and on it goes.

When you begin to look ot all tint is in-
volved in being a good father, you'll see that
iv's the most difficult — and important — job
he'll do in his life. And youll be happy to
spend the time and money for the card, the
neckwear and the Sunday dinner out.

A good dad is worth that — and a lot
more.
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LETTERS

‘Sincere Thanks'
he Salvation Army of Farmington Hills
? would like to express sincero thanks to
everyono who donated food, and to nll
the postal employeen who picked up the food
on Saturdny, May 13.

The tremendous outpouring from the com-
munity provided about 35 tons of food which
will be distributed to families in thia arva who
are in need.

Our thanks again for the understanding
and ion of all who partici d.
Capt. Homer F. Smith Jr.,
Salvetion Army

‘it's unfalr
o use Michigan tax moncey for any private
? industry without a vote by the prople of
our state is not right aad is unfair, Todo
50 would start a preecdent. Then casino own-
crs will be next asking for moncy nnd so on.

It would also scem reasonable, if Michigan
tax moncy were used at all, the stadium
should be placed in the center of the state.

If funds were reccived from the state would
it be a loan or a grant? If { was a politician rep-
resenting the people of the state of Michigan |
would not want to have anything to do with
such for fear of bad inveatment consequences.

{ fovor having a stadium, but I'm not sure
reganding the location. I faver forming a cor-
poration. To sell debentures and stock.

From them, receive interest and dividends,
There are many who have money in Detroit. If
they have money for casinos they should have
it for sports.

Weigh tho results, Sports will bring fun to
young and old, pride and happiness. Gambling
most of the time brings sadness. Who likes to
be o jeser?

Many will go broke. More people for the city
to pay welfaro ond sometimes much worse
than that.

Lestie E. Swanson, Parmington

No HHS basher

his letter is In response to Diane McQuis-
ton's column in the Moy 25 Observer.
Sho was upset, and rightly so, that her
son's car was broken into in tho Harrison High
School parking lot. Some items were stolen.
We understand her anger and frustration
over this incident, nnd would feel the same
way If this had happened to our gon.
But we object 1o the fact that her column

turned into a gencral bashing of Harrison stu-
dents and faculty,

Although Harrison does havo problems, us
does every other high schoal in this country, we
feel its good qunlities far outway any negntives.

For example, members of the 1995 graduat-
ing class received hundreds of thousands of
dollars in acholarship nwards.

Several of the boys' and girls’ sports tcams
had championship seasons. The marching
band received many nwards for excellence. A
marvelous musical was presented this year.

Additionally, one of the foreign language
teachers used her spring break to take a group
of advunced Spanish students to Mexico to
study Mayan ruins.

Parent involvement is increasing at Harri-
soni. Severn] parents volunteer weekly in the
offices, and help teachers, Sports and band
booster parents are conatantly at the schoal.

Parents nlso organized a salnd luncheon for
the faculty and staff this spring in the cafete-
rin, which was greatly apprecinted.

All these, and many, many other activities
at Harrison involved students, faculty, staff
and parents working together to create an ex-
citing learning environment.

This s our perception of Harrison High
School — an active school, with many good
students and stallf.

Gary and Nancy Vessell,
Foarmington Hills

Mora on Dlck
ritic Dick Landback has found a set of
global temperatures he likes. The sum
in ono-half degreo higher than mine. He
contesta my uso of “seldom above freezing.”
His nverages are from the Antarctic coast. I
referred to the Interior Ross Ico Shelf which
holds the gigantic volume of ice generally con-
sidered important. Here I could have used

“never nbove freezing.”
Hank Borgman, Farmington

Opinlons are to be sherod: Wo woicome your
idoas, as do your noighbors. That's why wo offer
this spaco on a woekly basis for opinfons in your
own words, We will help by editing for clarity,

To assuro outhenticity, wo sk that you sign
your lelter ond provide @ contact telephono num-
bor, Lettars should be mailed to: Editor, The

Fi o , 21898 Farmington Rood,

Farmington 48336.

@he Farmington Dbserver

Tou Bszm, Counrvry Eorton, 477-5450
Susan Motws, Mavaana Eoitom, OIscnvin Nowwarces, 9332242
Pua Knossea, ADvixtisng Manacin, Osuman Nowwarme, 9532177
Laany Goaon, Maowern of Cortiianion, OUMmis Nowpartas, 9332234
Basms M, Owzances, I, Putc:uarn, OstimTa Nrwpartxs, 9532100
Sraven KL Pese, GowersL Masacde,

Osumtn & Excowrmer,

Newwastrs, 05322352
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Pras Power, Cramvian o7 Dt Boars

Ransan, Prisiotnt

Oun Mizasow: “Becauae we publizh community newspapers, e think about community journalism
in a fundamentally diffesent way than our bigger compatition. They consider themaeloes to be
independent from the storics and communitics they rover, nwooping in to write the unuaual or
censaizmnal and then dashing off to cover somaething elac. We regard oureelves aa both accurate
Journalirs and as coring citisens of the communities whare ire work.”

-~ Philip Power




