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POINTS OF VIEW

Saturday run a victory for more than winners

ono of theso a year, You've scen me

? or othors like mo on a Saturday
moming, running along tho sido of the
road, sweating as wo slog our way along
a road race course.

So, although It was my firet Cops for
Kids run In Farmington Hills, it was
not exactly a new cxperience. In fact, as
my walst and butt havo incroased
along with the time it takes me to com-

E make a point of running in at least

plote o 6K or 10K run, it seems harder i

to motivate myself.

Motivation camo easier In yoara past |

when tho newness, distance or chal-
Ienge of runs like the Old Kent River
Bank Run, Tho Ludington Lakeshore
Hrlf Marathon, the Pictured Rocks
Road Race, or (gulp!) the Intemational
Marathon de Montreal were the runa |
trained for.

Now, like a lot of other partici

Middle-of-the-packing it in

ENow, llke a lot of other
particlpants In this year's
Cops for Kids, 1 was in It for
the event and somoe compa-
ny for my Saturday work-
out.

in this year's Cops for Kida, I wasin it
for the event and some company for my
Saturday workout.

_And like many lesa famous runs, this
ovent is centered around a good cause,

courses were hilly, but not grueling.
Tho only complaint scemed to he the
slight incline coming up to the finish
line. And the canopy of treea in thg

raising money far the Mi lar Dya-
trophy Association. The event, In its
aixth year, has raised more than
$16,000 for the cause.

-Unlike a lot of runs that also pro-
mote or raize money for good causes,
this one featured ono of tho beneficiar-
{es of the event. Brett Marquardt, the
7-year-old MDA Michlgan Goodwill
Ambassador, delighted the runners
and orgunizers.

As it turns out, Brett is mare of 8
haseball fan than a follower of running.

‘“Pitcher and batter” are the posi-
tions he likes best, he told me, But
being tho cc:*:r of attention at the run,
being carried hround by thoe police chief
and handing out awards to runners
wiasn't bad cither.

“*It's fun,” ho said.

That was elso the assessment for
most of the runners. The 6K and 10K

some cool rellef on one of the fow recent
sunny days.

1t was in that spirit that 1 set olf
alongside veteran fircfighter Bob Reb-
toy, who ilke myself is not a threat to
break the land speed record. But give
this man credit for turning over a new
leafon a lot of leaves — as in four
packs of cigarcttes a day — which ho
uscd to smoke.

As wo pushed off, runners had to
choose to turn and follow the 10K (6.2
miles) course or the 5K. This year, it
was an easy choice to take the shorter
way. And the water | would have grab-
bed on the fly in past yeara was taken
23 | stopped briefly to grab a cup.

“You don't have to stop,” said Hills
police Officer Chuck Rozum with a
grin. I drank, laughed and moved ever

slowly on.

A}

Copa forKids: Darlene Rothman, district director for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, prais

runners and organizers of the sixth annual Cops

es
for Kids run at OCC. Farmington Hills police Chief Bill

Duwyer, left, holds Brett Marquardt, 7, a Hills resident and MDA Michigan Goodwill Ambassador.

At the finish line, there was encour-
agement, water and some fresh fruit
nearby. And after cooling down, drying
off and stretching a little, I was ready
for the next challengs — consuming
pizza and beer at the awards ceremony.

As happena in small races, and large,
sometimes because of the number of
people It takes to organize, keep track

of finishers, and make sure cveryone is
accounted for, there will be mistakes.
In this case, & few racers were not
pointed in the right direction and
missed a tum.

Race director Marty Bledsoe said
those who missed the turn took their
misfortune in stride, especislly consid-

And they were right. About 200 of us |
had a nice morning’s run, shared food, !
drink and our war storics of runs past, |

had a good run and helped in a worthy
cause. That was not so hard after all.

Bill Coutant is a reporter for the
Farmington Obscrver.

Bilingual question: Are

kids learning English?

 long as wo're debating incendinry sub-
Jects ke prayer and patriothim in the

N schools, we might as wel) add langusge.

+ Horo's the question at its crudest: How come
the state of Michigan (i.e., the taxpaycers)
«pends more than $4 million per year to teach
kids in languages other than English?

* Ono answer: We shouldn't. Sooner or later,
Kide who don't speak English will simply have
tp learn, and teaching them in their native |
tpngues s nothing more than an expensive
fraud.

! Worse, it promotes the fregmentation of the
Unitod Btates of America Into a bunch of sell-
segregated ethnic and lingulstic communities.
As nations ranging from Canada to Rwanda
Kave demonstrated, at some point there has to
The a common langusge and culture to hold a
Sountry together,

) Ancther anawes: We should. Thess kids who
don't speak English are {acta on the ground. El-
ther we're going 1o help thom atonga fittle in
entering the mainstroam, or we're going to wind
dp with ezactly the kind of fragmented socisty
t‘hl the other side is trylng to avoid.

! The facts, as usua}, don't easily fit efther side
f the rhetorlc.
! The state spent $4.2 million In the 1994-95
ichool year for bilingual instruction. A total of
09 achoc! districta received $179 pse pupll to
{anch 23,461 studenta who can't handle English
{n their natlve tongues. The two largest bitin.
jual groupe are 11,000 kids who are taught in
Fpanllh and another 3,800 in Arsbic. .
You'd be surprised how many ;l-;rl::u partice
tmeludi o f

pate in the prog
rnd Walled Lake districts coversd by this news.

paper,

1 order to qualify for bilingual teaching, stu-
teats are [dintifisd through a homa study and
festent in Ennglich. 1f they ncore below Lhe 40th
patcentila, they're eligible. But they'ro re-tasted
#rrery year and qualify for peogram suppost ooly
Up to thres years.

In sddition, sach district which bas a popula-
tien of 20 or moce eligible studente In a particu-
lae § is tequired to hirnan § or

This can be expensive. And it can causs trou.
ble.
Last year, for example, an Albanian paront
lained that the Farmi: school district

wasn't hiring certified teachers fluent in Alben-
{an rather than tho lesa-expensive paraprofes-
sionals. For a district that provides bilingual
programs in 17 languages for moro than 600 eli-
gible students, that complaint seemed a bit ex-
treme.

And there's a legitimats queation about
whether three years of bilingual Instruction sre
really encugh to give s kid a firm basis in Eng-
1ish. Three districts — Southfleld, West Bleom-
field and Walled Lake — have combined to
write a grant spplication to the U.8, Depart.
ment of Education for extra.long funding.

Moroover, bilingue! programs are quite differ-
ent from “dusl-language™ sctivities, In which
teaching Is done partly In English and partly in
kids' native langusges. Despite prasionate ad-
vocates, most of tho resoarch done on this sya-
tem suggests it simply doesn’t work. Kida who
roceive nstruction En thalz native langusges
nover raally face the fact that English is naces-
sary for success In Amarica.

My cwn view lo this dabate: If the purpose of
bilingual education programs is to give kide a
short-run jump start into learning English,
that's Sne. But the fact is that Englich {3 Amer-
Ica's toague, and any program that doesn’t rec.
ogatze the fazt Is out of line.

Phil Power is chairman of the eompeny that
owns this . His Touch-Tune woice
il numbar is (213) 8632047 ext. 1880,
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what you think sbout. the opinians

ering the cause for which they ran.

We pack every Saturn with a ton of standard features. Not optional. Not
retailer-installed. But standard, plain and simple. And while most of these
features are included to enhance your experience every time you step into P’a
a Saturn, forty-five of them are included to make sure you'll be able to step out. h Y
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