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als, art shows and tutorial camps.

Marks slso hopes to encourage
businesses to use the Longacro
House. “It's a natueal setting for
busineas meetings,” he said

“We are going to fill a niche in
the community that needa to be
filled,™ he said.

About 25 years ago, the Longa-
<re House was the vnly place in
town, Marks said. But now, the
city, the library, schools and the Y
are competing with the house.

The house hes to find its vwn
arena, he 3aid, and he's only just
startel. He came on boand in
March 1994 and has started by
changing the duties for some of
the people who wurk there. Laura
Collins, marketing director, is in
charge of volunteers. But when

Marks came, *Leura was doing 17
million things other than what
she was hired for,” ho said.

Collina sees the Longucre
House's niche as & more cultural
one. But the house also sponsors
an ennual rummago sale, & (ash-
ion show, and is open to many
weddings, anniversary parties,
and Christmas parties.

Collins, who has s background
in marketing and advertising,
came to the Longacre House two
years ago.

Susan Haight came on board as
program director in January. She
has plans for many programa be-
gioning in the fall, including chil-
dren’s and adult dance, painting

o busi

Along with the name change,
the house is playing on its histor-
ic past, Built in 1869 by Palmer
Sherman, a farmer, it was origi-
nally & small six-room Victarinn
house, according to a histary of
the house wrilten by Phyllis
Welch. Sherman moved to Farm-
ington from Southfield Townahip,
He bought 101 acres of land from
hia father-in-law, Isaiah Ward, an
vriginal nettler in the area. In
1869, Sherman built the square,
two-story Victarian house which
included the present dining room,
office and pantry portion of the
Longacre House. The house con.
sisted of a parlor, dining room
and kitchen on the first floor and
three bed on the second

classes, i eti-
quette and propet business attire
and a wellness scriea.

floor. The frunt entrance faced
Farmington Road.

When Goodenough bought it,
he used it as o summer homo fur
his wife and three small chlldren.
He and his family moved in per-
manently in 1918,

hi

five acres of land to tho resldenta
of the area in 1968,

The property was to bo used ns
a community centor provided that
arca residents were ahlo to raise
monoy for i By

Marcus an
was retained to redesign and ex-
pand the heme into a 20-reom,
Georgian style manor hauss, The
houae included three porches, a
greenhouse and a library.

Because of tho ehaps of the
property, the home was named
Longucres, Final remodeling was
completed in 1930 when the M.
hrary was added to replace o pa.
tio.

After the deaths of Mr. and
Mey. Goodenough, their surviving
children, Eleanor Spicer, Daniel
Guodenough and Elizabeth
Schemn, donated the home and

1969, the community center
apencd its door to the public. In
1979, the Michigan Historical
Commiasion designated the cen-
ter an a state historical site. A
marker ln located along Ferming-
tan Road near tho gato In the
stone wall.

‘The house operates as a non-
profit arganization and is sup-
ported by an annual fund drive,
clasxes, space rental and special
events.

Matks says he feels very close
to the Longacre House. He rained
money several years ago for re.

modoling at the house. Now he's
in the process of ralsing money to,;,,
redo tha parking lot. e

He says tuming ths house .
around o like turning n hoat
around. “It's just starting to tum
around.” But there's a long way to
go, he sald. But he nces the excite- . ;
ment of peoplo working towand a |,
oal as attractlve to others. -y

“People, if thoy sco folks work-
ing toward a goal, not only appre- <.
clate It, they want to be part of
it,” ho sald.

He ecrx to be “halfway. ,
hame” by the end of thia year,
“But wo're cracking cement hard-
ened for 25 years.”

The Longacre House ix at 24705, -
Farmington Road, Fermington
1ils. :

Lions honor Farmington Hills woman for commitment :

Algrios Prover of Farmington
Hills has been named a Melvin
Jones Fellow by Liors Clubs In-
ternational Foundation, in fecog.
nition of her comitment to serv-
ing the world commmunity.

Named for the founder of Lions

Ctubs lnternational, Melvin
Jonea, the fellowship is the foun-
dation's highest honor. It is a rec.
ognition of a commitment to hu.
manitarian service.

Prover is o member of the

Farmingtan Area Livns Club. She
tecently received a finely crafted
plaque and lapel pin acknowledg:
ing her dedication to the founda.
tiun’s humanitarinn guals. As a

Melvin Jones Frllow, Prover be.
comes part of a growing network
of individuals who are committed
to improving the quality of life fur
people locally and in communi-

tica aronnd the world.

Lions Club International is the
world’s largeat service club organ-
ization, numbering moro than 1.4
million members. As the chuarita.

ble arm of the essociation, Lionn
Clubs Internationsl Foundution
acta an steward of the financial re-" -
sources that are dinbursed for hu- |
manitarian causes. N
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Whera the Only Thing Bigger thon the Savings is the Selection
Tel-Twelve Mall {Telegraph & Twelve Mile Rood) 350-8900
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Give Dad o DSW Gift Cortificato. ‘
The gift thot always filst ’
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