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ber crops

Computers come to the aid of gardeners

NEW YORK (AP) — Here' the lat-
ent dirt for gardening enthusiasts,

Therc's a growing line of pemonal
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tnndfol

ol gardening progr with
sales totaling $2.2 million; the next year
Lhere were 20 with triple the sales, ac-

i that
help cveryone from the most experi-
enced hobhyist to the novice wha's all
thumbs, none of which happen to be

green.

They can tell you when to start plant-
ing grany aced (carly npring far many re-
gionn.); which perennials can withatand
hamh winters {the daffodil is one of pev-
eral.); and what plants don’t mind ne.
glect (try peppermint and periwinkles.).

A fow programs can redesign your en-
tire back yard, while at least one can
nhow what your garden, troes and hush.
os will look like saveral years down the
road,

Profeasionals have been mapping out
gardens and landacapa designs via com-
puter for yearn, but it wasn't until re-
cenily that auch b

Jing to PC Data, a Renton, Va., solt-
ware Lracking firm,

Sales are cxpected to move even high-
er thia year o8 more products are intro.
duced, making gardening software
among the fastest growing in the line of

g | ductivit 7 , B ACCe

field, the group’s reaearch director.
At the same time, more individuals
— ebout o third of all US. b hold

The plant database programa include
products such as: Better Homea and
Gardens Complete Guide to Gardenl

right now — own PCa and are finding
n'x:grc usea for the high-powercd ma-
caince.

Computer help

“QObviously, a person wouldn't buy a

tor that includes high-tech how-to
guiden for things like cooking and home
improvement.

There's little wonder why they've tak-
en root ~— Americans simply love to
grow thinga.

About 72 million houscholds engaged
in at least one gardening sctivity in
1994 and upent $25.9 billion on sup-
plies, up from the 70 million house.
holda that apent $16.3 billion in 1989,
E!!e National Gardening Association in

widely available for the 0
Latcly they've been sprouting like,
well, weeds.

On the

grow
1n 1993, there were little more than a

] n, Vt. zaid. Furthermore, at
lcaat 26 million people do some or all of
their own landscaping cach year, ac-
cording to the association.

“We're aceing that certain kind of
pride of placo . . . 1 like to call it out-
side decorating,” said Bruce Butter-

p In arder to plan hia or her gor-
den, But they (the programs) can help
you get mare organized and give you a
pretty wide range of information fast,”
said Michael MacCaskey, editor in
chief of National Gardening magazine.

PC gardeners can became betler in-
farraed about available products and
services and even save money by leam-
ing how to do some or all of the work
th tves. (A well landacaped home
can increass the resale value of a home
by bet 4and 5§ t, according
to a Clemson University study pub-
lished last year.)

The current crop of gardening soft-
ware, many in the $50 to $70 price
range, falls into two basic categories —
plant databascs and landscape design.
A few averlop.

Tha Exotic Garden; Florafile; and Gar-
den Encyclopedie.

Each nerves aa a giant resource of in-
formation on hundreds of planta, trees,
flowers, vegetables and herbs, including
planting and caring instructions and
common pests and diseases to watch
out for.Nearly all show colorful phote-
graphs of each plant on file. Some allow
users to keep an inventory of planta in
their own cns.

Users can search for plants and flo-
wemn by their common or botanical
names. (A hemerocallis by any other
name is still a Daylily.)

B

of the abundant material
many datsbase progr are Tabl,
only on CD-ROM.

Amang the best featurc of these pro-
grams in the ability to search for planta
based on their particulor attributes and
an individual gardener’s needs and re-
gional growing zones. (There aro csaen-
tially 10 cold hardiness zones in North
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6 MONTHS
No interest
No payments®
*Approved crvdit,
depost required

275 E. Maple Road, In the Heart of Rirmingham « Hours: Mon.,

Leather Chair & Ottoman
IN GREEN

MFSL$3600 Only $1799
Leather Chair & Ottoman
IN BLACK

MFSL $3341 Only $1593

2-Piece Multicolor Sectional
MFSL 84060 Only $1899

3-Picee Multicolor Sectional
MPSL $54c0 Only $2639

‘Tan Chenille Sofa
MFSL$25660 Only $1099

82" Plaid Sofa
MFSL §2240 Only $1099

98" Multicolor Sofa
MFSL $3149 Only $1493

Queen-size Upholstered Bed
MFSL §2520 Only $1249

Multicolor Overstuffed Chairs
MFSL $1000 Ouly $499

VIGA & MASTCR CARD ACCCPTED

MPEL® - Mamdactoree fugeied Lat. [ivma sures are 8 rep

arsd may of pany ok be avaidobie baand aale.
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Casual Home Furnishings « Always Sale Priced

Tues., Wed.. ¥ri,, Sat, 10a.m.-5:30 pam.« Thure. 10a.m.-&p.m.o Sun. I-5p.m. < (810) 647-8711
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