Page 20D

! " The Observer/Junt 16, 1995

- A2 Home

ldoor design

Landscaping plan should follow guidelines

AP — When coos{deting » landscape
plan for your home, your plan might
very well be different from your next-
door neighbor's, even if your homes are
nearly identical. That's because the
tastes and lifestyle preferences of the
owpers do affect the decislon-making
process. Still, there are a few goal-spe-
cific rules and guidelines that chould be
applied to each sito.

‘The first thicg to consider is that the
front of a homo is different from tho
back, both physically and socially. Por
better or worse, the front yard is part of
the larger community, while the back
yard ususlly requirea a privats invita-
tion.

The front is more formal, the back,
lesa so. In addition, front yards are of-
ten lopsided, with the house, garage,
driveway or entry door uncomfortably
weighted to one side. And finally, the
fronts of b aro v dowmi 3

& Tho first thlng to conslder Is that tho front of 2 homo

13 different from tho back, both ph

slcaliy and soclaliy.

For botter or worse, the front yard is pant of the larger
community, while the back yard uzually requlires a pri-

vate invitaton.

fore, has severa! joba to do To}ndn. it
§ its ings —

must P

its ncighborhood. Any striking depar-
ture fom the norm should begin
modestly near the street and then de-
velop its full effect ws it nears the
house.

Above all, the front yard should be
inviting, especially as you approach the
front door. The plantings bere should
be chosen and placed so as to lead the
visitor to the doar and to focus atten-
tion there.

In additi to sett]

g an inviting

y
by bard lines, as viewed from the street.
‘The line separating the yard from the
foundation, the door from the walk and
the verticsl from the horizontal
Lawn allproduce abrupt, severo edges.

A front-yard landscaping plan, there-

tone, these plantings should also break
up tha bard lines near tho door. In prac-
tical terms, if the door waits at the end
of a long walk, or driveway, the area
near the door should be softened, to di-
minish that end-of-the-runway feel.

Bring

a fire

of your homeowners
insuramnce.

Whether you're 55..have smoke alarms, deadbolt locks, and
extinguisher...or  belong
union...you've got pull with the name you trust—AAA Mi-
chigan. Call me today to see how much you can save.

BURRELL « COXFORD-McARTHUR - WIREMAN
Membershlp & Insurance Sales Agency
41804 Ford Rd. - Canton, 148187
0ice:313-981-5100
Fax: 313-981-5172

Snmenas vou ean connt on.

to a Michigan credit

Tmo
ALATAichigon

P

cevearveosa

vsaas e

How are hard edges softened? By va-
ricty — npecifically, by planta that vary
in height, texture and color. The plant-
ings near the door can bo placed sym-
metrically, ra when the sldewalk is cen-
terod ontho property, or asymmetrical.
Iy, 23 when the entry is off-center, right
or left.

The samo applica to a lopsided yard.
If your house, garage or driveway hugs
the left side, » prominent right-side
grouping of plants can pull things back
into balance. Similarly, the hard out-
side corners of a house can be obliterat-
ed by tal troea or shruba, while
the foundation lne can be broken by
shrubs, flowers and low-growing ground
cover.

Side yards are trapsitional, both
physically and visually. They cither
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graft togothee thoe separate sensibillties
of front yard and back yard or they da-
liberately separats them. When & aide
yard Is wide and spacious, shads trocs
and evergroens make good punctuation
points and function as good dividers,
When side yards oro nasrow, shruba
and flowera can lead the oye toward the
back yard.
Whille front-yard sidewalks ars usual-
ly made of concrete, slde-yard and
walkways can make good use
of alternative materials.

Back yards aro moro casual. They can
be cozy or structured. They can harbor
J gardens or sandhb and tire
swings. It all despends. I houses are like
thelr owners, back yards aro most like
them. The plant sclection should be
less formal, with greater emphosis on
variety and experimentation, and plant
placement can be more relaxed — lesa
ordesly.

‘This is the place for wild clumps of
tall grass, shade troes, vegetablo gar-
dens, fruited bushes, bird feodors,

ppi vi d arbors, n
pool, horseahoe pits — it's your call.
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America as classlfied by tha U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture.)
For inst, , yOu can request non-
i ials suitabla for zone 6

(that's where the minimum tempera-
ture averages minua 10 to zero degroes)
that bloom all summer and aro low
malntenance, Punch that infermation
{nto the Garden Encyclopedia program
and it'll Nash on acreen 34 plant sugges-
tions, including coral bells, hardy
geraniums and a hoat of hostas.

If you want to narrow the search to
plants with only purple bleoms, the llst
dropa to 10 plants. For red-only flowcrs,
tho list narrows to four.

Planta can also be searched by
punchingin a ZIP code.

Programs

The Better Homea and Garden pro-
grem stands out not only for the pretty
classical musleal played in the back.
ground but the wide mnge of gardenl:

Some provido deaign templates with
o few {deas already sketched out na well
as price esti for i and
supplles. A fow, such as LandDesigner,
allow you to “layer” your desigm with
things like plants, structure and drein-
a

ge.

One of the easicst, and perhaps most
fun to usc, is 3D Landscape. You start
aut by creating your design from n
bird's-eye view, dragging a gazebo, deck
or plant icons into your deslgn based on
specified property lines. But click on
the program’s 3D button and you can
ace the deslgn in three dimenaions,
from several angles,

‘The program also lets you set the
slope of your land, showa you how large
your plants will grow aver spocified
years and even {llustrates how shadows
will fall on your yard during & typleal
sunny day and at verious times of the

year.
sce theso product
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tips it provides, There are garden layout
suggestions, tips for ecach calender
month, plus a new quotation or tidbit of
information every time the program is

Do p
as o threat to their busincss?

Joo Albizo, a spokesman for the Na-
tiona! Association of Nurserymen,
do::n't think so,

Tact

started. Among the many suggestiona:
Don't remove more than a third of the
grass blade with each lawn mowing.
‘The landscape design p —
which includo products Ilke 30 Land-
ncape, Key Home Gcrdfnca; and Land-

po prujecta can bo very over-
whelming. You have to think about
shado patterns . . . drainagy, tha ecolo-
gy of tha slte.

“Generic information just doesn't
ruffice. Moat people will need to talk

Designer — aleo provi of
information as well an drawing materi-
nls ta customize any landscapr style,

Al e computer nid slesign technolagy,
o v thny
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with a profeaaional for the big projectn.”
But Tamara Attard, president and
chiel cxecutive nfficer of Aultivom,

which ptts out the Hetter Ham
Ganden softvare, <ny. future pr
witl nllow individioshe to “talk”
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