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Gas and rellef: Some officials
think a gas tax could spell relief
for area highways. /2A

Assault reported: A teenage girl
told police she was sexually as-
saulted in a downtown Farming-
ton parking lot Thursday night by
a naked man wearing only a black
stocking over his head. /4A

Road closed!: Farmington Hills
firefighters closed a section ‘:{
Potwer Road between Alameda and
11 Mile Friday afternoon as a pre-
caution after a gas leak. /TA

Working it out: The Oakland
County Health Department and a
the Wing Hong restaurant in
Farmington Hills are trying to
work out an agreement that would
avoid revoking the eatery’s license.
/8A

Currency chatter: Derivatives —
‘plain vanillas’ or ‘exotic’ — are
discussed by Observer columnist
Sid Mittra. /9A

Buslness decisions: The Busi-
ness Milestones column lists some
Farmington-area folks and firms
that were involved in recent
moves. /2A

Tipsy ples: A few silky splashes

of liqgueur makes desserts memora-
ble./ 18

Tasty event: Cooking seminars,
grand tasting, and marketplace
await Saturday at Oakland Com-
munity College’s first Culinary
Classic. / 1B

Title chase: Redford Catholic
Central was in-pursuit of a Class A
I}riséball championship Friday.

Top flight: The best [}ldyers in
are recog-

Observerland girls go
nized today. /3C

Agonds. . . . . - TA Pollce,lre . . . . 4A
Classifleds . . . B-D Sports . . . ...1C
Malls, . . ... 4B Taste. .. ....1B
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skills.

By Lariy O'CoNNOR
BTAY WHITER

Farmington Publlc School students
can read, write and sdd. And they do
It better than tho sverage American
child.

At least that's one interpretation of
the Comprechensive Teats of Basic

Students show skili

Farmington school offictals have to be smiling —
if not crowing —- aftor reviewing results of the
Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills. Increases
were reported in reading, math and language

Skilts results. Third, fifth and eighth-
graders aro tested In resding and
math. Language teats are also given
to third and fiRth-graders.

Increases aro reported in all three
areas, Including reading where moro
than half of all Farmington schools
scored 16 points ubove the nationsl

PRSP

median, A comparison with last
year's rosults mirors stabllity and
improvement, school officlale said.

School officials are pleased, but
stop short of crowing.

CTBS ond the Michigan Educa-
tional Aacessment Program tests are
only ono clement for measuring rtu-
dent achievement, they said. Scores

not f ded to diatricta,

s on &

© 1003 Gutrstan Communcatans Corporssan

tooking at the teat scores . .. and
evaluate an ontire school aystem on
them.”

Instead, standardized testa are.
used for Informational purpases..
CTHS reaults help identify thoos for
special programa like summee kinder-
gorten through Grado 3 instruction or |
Delta for gifted students, .

. CTBS readlng tesults are accurate

re
I think it's Important wo keep in
mind no child attends a district aver-
age school,” trustee Dave York sald.
Added trustee Helen Prutow: I get
concerned when poople get hung up

Hats off to the graduates

_ Adult o8 commencesnant:

whoop it up after the ceremony.

Graduates of Farmington’s adulteducation program, including
" (from left) Larry Hegwood, Douglas Julet, Michelle Hood, Diane Smith ond Gianina Aceti,
For a story and more photos, sce Page 3A.
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BY BILL COUTANT
BTAYY WRITER

After an ambitious fund-ralsing
campalgn, and changea to the build.
{ng and land ing, the Parmi

YMCA in the community will bo at 5
p.m. Wednesday.

Hills Mayor Joanne Smith, Farm-
{ngton Mayor Amold Campbell and
Farmi Area YMCA Board

Area YMCA !» ready to expand.
Groundbreaking ceremonles for the

$1.6 milllon cxpansion in conjunction

with the 30th anniveraary of the

Chairmsn Gary Jonna will turn over
the earth far the project.

“Wo wor always optimistic,” Jon-
oa sald of the project. “We had some

YMCA to break ground on expansion plans

major corporats aupport and the
mombership supported us.”

Thoso members’ aupport was tangi.
blo and the ¥ raised feca that will nc-
count for $500,000. Corporata and in-
dlvidual contributions totaled about
$600,000, and the Y borrowed the

rest.
“This was part of a long-range plan

on how chlldren will per-
form on the MEAP reading test,:
school officials sald. .

Boo TESTS, EA‘:
Board gulps
at nutrition
service costs .

By LARRY O'CONNOR

HTAFF WRITER :
A teansler of money from the gener-

ol fund to nutritional services has a

few Farmlngton school board mem-

bers chewing on salaries and hourly

WARes,

The $1.7 million fund is projected
to run at a $180,000 deficit for the
1995-96 achool year, and needs on in-
fusion from other fund to subsidizs it.
Sale of lunchea is expected to gen-
crate $1.3 milllon of revenue. State
and federal money makes up another
$224,000.

One option is raising lunch prices
for studenta. Board president Cath-
leen Webb nized the idea at Tues.
day's board study seesion, calllng it a
Band-Ald for a larger problam.

Labor costs — $909,884 — account
far more than half of the program’s
expenses, and continue to rise, Webb
said. Meanwhile, food costs are stay-
ing within the rate of inflation.

“Hopefully, the increascd size of
the deficit will capture the attention
of the board, tha adminlstration, and
the employees,” Webb sald.

“8p, we il realize we all have a re-
sponsibility to reach some sort of so-
futlon to this or it’s not going to go
o

woy."

Webb aaid pay and benefits for nu-
tritiona! program employces aro
“highly unusual” compored to other
districts In the <tate and don't reflect
those in tho private sector.

Trustee Helen Prutow echoed
Webb's mentiments. “They are way

over the private sector . . . We're way
over it,” Prutow said,
The distrit and [ts cmployee

unions — including Custodial Maln-
tenance and Cafcteria Workers — ro-
cently agreed to a three-year contract.
The board approved the deal, which -
calls for annual 2-percent increases
through the 1997-98 achool year. I
Union spokeswomen Zan Alley
sald she didn‘t hear the boani mem:
bers’ comments and was reluctant to
make a statement. Comparizona to
the private scctor are entirely not ac-
curate, ahe paid. N
“§ think they do something differ:
ent than [n the private sector,” Alley

sald,
Nutritionnl services program

Beo HUTRITION, BA

Wednesday

to better serve teons, senlors, the
physically challenged end provide
child care,” Jonna said. :

In addition to an ambitious task of
fund.ralsing, the Y had to overcome
some opposition by neighbors con-
cemed about increased noiss and less

Soo YMCA, 8A

Hills sprinkling ban

estrictions cn water use wont [nto effect for
Farmington Hills residents Friday after-

noon. Restrictions include:

'8 Hours for sptinkling lawns and |

1t's allowed only batwoen 8 a.m. and 3 p.1s. end 8-

q4 1l
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lic Health has determined that sprinkling restric.
@ above 18 not suflicient to

11 p.m. tions are required. I th
¥ Anodd address system for watering. Resi- | restore adequate flow and pressure, then s total
dents with herad add o sprink] sakling ban will quired.”

o
on even-numbered days. Those with odd-
© ered add. a0 waLar on 0dd 1

adequate flow and pressurs In the publlc wator
aystom to the city of Farmington Hills,” said
Thomas Blasell, director of the Parmington Hills

1-0500
Cable/TV Woekly: 313-953-2182

Department of Public Services, In & letter.
“In the Michigan D of Pub-

Ly

days.
““I'ha city of Detroit hae been unable to supply

Biasell stressod that tha restrictions apply only
to propesties connectsd to the municipal water
aystem.

An official from the city of Farmington, which
1ike Farmington Hills gets moat of ita water from
the Detroit system, sald he didn‘t know i restrice
tiona would apply to Farmington, too.

No ofﬂcé hours for Dotan

tate Rep. Jan Dolan, a Republican whose

district includes Farmington and Farming-

ton Hills, announced that ahe will not hold
office houra locally during July and August.

Offic houts will resume on the second and

fourth Fridays of the month, from 1-2 p.m. begin-
ning Friday, Sept. 8, at the Farmington City Hall,
and from 2:30-4 p.m. at the Farmington Hills City

Hall. To call Dolan’s Lanaing office, call 1-517-
373-1793, oz write P.O. Box 30014, Lansing 48909..

Itemna for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335; fazed to 477-9722; or dropped
off ot the newspaper office. For the computer li-
terate, the Internet E-mail oddress is:




