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FORD ’95
Aspire’s
the same, but
everything
else changes

[luring the 19803, most car-
makers took the back ronds when
considering redeaign of their
vehicles. In the hurry-hurry
1990a redesign was thie prime
directive, and there’s been no
vxception at the Glaxs House.

Ford Motor Co. is in the midat
of bringing to market n truckload
of new and redesigned vehicles.
The redesigned Explorer and the
new Continental made their
debuts in January, and a new
Sable is coming for 1996.

Meanwhile, there have been
changea in almoat every 1995 car
Ford sella. So sit back and we'll
give you a spin arcund the mod-
els that are in dealer showrooms
right now.

Introduced in Jonuary as a
1994 model, the Aapire has just a
few changes on options available.
Interior and exterior design
remain the same.

Available in two mode) groups
~- base three-door and SE five-
door — this fuel-elicient subcom-
pact comes standard with a 1.3-
liter single overhead cam four.
cylinder engine mated to u five-
speed manual transmission that
produces 64 horses. The automat-
ic trananxle is an option. Fuel
economy ﬁ;:uru are n whopping
36 mpy in the city and 43 mpg on
the highway.

Changes include adding an
electronic AM/FM stereo radio
with digital clock and a conve-
nience group as atandard equip.
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Its socond yoar of = major
redesign — and Its 30th anniver-
sary — stays just the way it per-
fectly is this year, The only
changen: The power driver's seat
is now an optlon {last year it was
standard) and now you can got a
CD and premium sound system,
Thero are three engincs avail-
able on the Mustang: A 145.
horsapower 3.8-liter V.8 (with
five-speed manual or four-speed
automatic tranamisaion), a 215-
horsopower 6.0-liter highoutput
V-8 (mated to a five-speed monu-
al or four-speed automatic) and a
240-horsepower 6.0-liter V-8 that
comes only wuh a five-apoed
manual

36,000 miles Lo 60,000 miles.
Celebrating its 4Uth
snniversary this year, the

‘Thunderblird graduates to become ¢

the longest-running nameplated

in the Ford family of vehicles. .

Btlil rated an the sales leador In
the midsizo specially market, the
Thunderbird is available in luxu-
ry LX ond zports version SC mod-

els.

The LX comen equipped
with o atandard 3.8.liter V-0 or
an optionnl 4.8-liter V.8 with
nutomatic transaxle. The Super
Coupe hlgh por{;rman:o modol

o
V.6 enghm mnk-d to n four-speed

peed manual

The M ia asa
baze coupe and convartible, GT
coupo and convertible and a limit-
ed-production Cobra coupe and
convertiblo. It han dua! air baga
and optiona) anti-lock brakes for
safoty.

‘The newest Ford out of the bag
Is the Contour, introduced juat a
few monthsa ago. Born from the
tremendous  success of the
European Ford Mondoeo, tho
Contour has atato-of-the art
engines and transmiasions, nlong
with a host of technological won-
ders that add up to handling and
reaponse usually rvu:rv«.l for the
high-: powcrvd apo:

Avaiinble in basu GL luxury
LX and the sporty SE madells,
each has its own unique blend of

dditions and del from its

dosigned on the Probe and

1994 modul Dun! mr bogs nl"e

Road Test
By Anne
Fracassa

ment on the SE model. No longer
available on Aspire are the rear
window/wiper washer, Aluminum
wheels nre now reatriced to the
SE nnd the nutomatic transaxle
is no longer available on the SE
model.

The Aspire is the least cxpen-
sive car on the market with stan-
dard dun! air bogs nnd optional
anti-lock brakes. There are two
new colors added —silver blue
mist elearcont metallic and teal
clearcoat metnllic — for n choice
of seven colora,

Last redesigned in the 1992
the Ford Escort has a number uf

now
now an option und vacuum cli-
mate controls replace mechanical
controls. The radio antenna has
beéen relocated to the passenger-
aide front fender,

On the inside, the Escort sporta
a new instrument pancl design
thot's casicr to read. No longer
nvnilable are the renr ashtray.
The leuther-wrapped steering
wheel and seat tilt odjustment
have been deleted from the GT
model.

Later in the year, Escort will
offer an integrated child seat in
the rear, the firat passenger car to
do so.

‘There are other reflinementa on
the Escort as well, including a
better wunddondcmng package,
a reduction in engine vibration ,

Probo GT. There's now a center
trim pane! between the taillomp
and restyled rear bumper cover
on the GT. Also on the GT, the
rear license plate is incorparated
into the bumper foscia,

Interior changes include a sec-
ond cupholder, new seat fabrics,
restyled interior door pancls and
new grab handles.

No longer avmlnblc on the

standard c base
engino is the 2.0:-liter 16-valve
duanl overhead cam aluminum
engine that pumps out 126 horse-
power. The aweeter engine, called
the Duratec V-6, ia a 2.G6-liter 24
valve rated at 170 horsepower.
The smallest engine in produc-
tion, it's outfi

T Phe Thunderbird also
now comes with a trunk-mounted
CD changer with a power anten-

ne.
1t's been a short three years .

since the Crown Victoria got all-
new sheet motal all around -

and Ford docided to update it just -

a bit. The exterior has been fresh-
oned and thero’s a whole now
interior for the 1995 model year.

On both the front and rear of
the Vic arc new tajllamps, 8
rovized grille, new front and rear
bumper fascios, a new aluminum
decklid that's wider and lower
and now color-keyed body side
molding.

There's o new instrument
panel with new appliques and
woodgrains that are framed by
door trim panels. Power seat con-
trols are now on the door for case
of operation.

All new seata provide 10 extra
track inches for improved kneo
room. There are also front and
rear pnucn[;:r-nenla! handles, o

Kighted window and doar Jock

wit|
tipped spark plugs and calla for
only routine maintonanco —
replacement of fluida and filters
after 100,000 miles on thv road.
Both engines can toa
five-specd manual or Tour- .speed

option Jist; Rear wiper
four-way seat height adjustment,
graphic cqunlizer and heated
dual mireors. Added on the eption
list arc 16-inch, three-apoke alu-
minum wheels and 16-inch, five-
spoke chrome wheels on the GT.
The base Probe comes
equipped with a 2.0-liter four-
cylinder 16-valve engine. while
the optional engine is n 2.6-liter
24 VAlvv V.G. Both engines can be

better perfoming air d with & five-speed manu-
(with a lnrgt't di ) and an  al or fc peed ic trans.
trol system, isni Fuel cffici : 118
The l’rubc ﬂrn introduced in power and 164 k '
1688 as a 1989 model, has a new  respectivel;

rear fascia. The taillamp haa been

Y-
The hot new Mustang, enjoying

automatic

‘The Taurus has no exterior or
interior changen for the 1996
model year. Laok for a restyled
Taurus to debut next year, howev-
cr. Rear window defroster, manu-
al nir conditioning and solar tint-
od winshicld glnss are now stan.
dard equipment.

There's also a new decklid
spoiler on the SE‘models.

The Taurus is available in four
trim lovela,and in sedan and
wagon models. Standard is o 3.0-
liter V-6 engine that has a new
piston and ring combination that
reduces vminaiona, The eoolant
life has been cxtended fram

awitches. All models feature an
on-the-floor 12-point power point
for nccessories like cellular
phones or — ahem — the radar
detector.

Fard's family of automobiles
has rounded out in the Jast few
years, with nearly every model
having either new sheet metal or
major revisions, With a new
Taurus an the horizon, it'l] be
interesting what geta the next
facelift. Bet it's T-bird, What do
you think?

1If you'd like lo se¢ o particular

rnodtl tested or if you have a car ques-
tion, Anne Fracazsa a message ot

AVANTHU 54, Avanti's American
Online maiibox. Or comment through
the Internet ot AVANTII054 6
col.cont.

Anne Fracasso is aenior editor of
Avanti NewsFeaturea
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WHAT DO A, X AND Z PLAN BUYERS WANT?
THEY WANT

FOR THEIR TRADE-INS. “A LOT MORE MONEY”
AVIS FORD GIVES MORE FOR EVERY TRADE-IN.

N 1994 OVER 2000 A x. AND Z PLAN BUYERS
TRADED IN THEIR USED CARS AND TRUCKS AT AVIS FORD.
THE REASON CONTINUES TO BE THAT AVIS FORD GIVES

MIORE MONEY

MORE MONEY ON EACH & EVERY TRADE-IN.

$ HAVE YOUR TRADE-IN APPRAISED AT AVIS FORD BEFORE YOU BUY §

OPEN MONDAY. .*
AND.THURSDAY
7am to 9pm

Fnday

OPEN 7am to nm .




