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Look to wildflowers to fill the void.
Jocob's Ladder, Polemonium reptans,
Wild columblno, Aquilegi )
Hepatica, H, Americana, Cardinal flow-
er, Lobelia cardinalis, Blua phlox, P, di-
varicata, and Wild geranium, G. macu-
{atum, are o few suggestions, Remember
to buy cnly wildflowers that ars nursery
propagated.

1 like (o dig my tullp bulbs up cach
year and storo them untll fall. What
18 & good way to do this?

After the folisge ripens and dles
down, dig the bulbs and set them in an
niry place to dry. Don't let them get wet,
Clean tho soil off and dust with sulfur,
then put them in nylon bags and hang
to store in a cool, dry room that fa well
ventiloted. Label each bag for quick
identification.

My pecony hasn't bloomed for sov-
ernl years. Any suggcstions?

Peonies begin to produce food for
atorage in the roota for next year's flo-
wers right after they bloom, Don't lot
weeds crowd the plant and competa for
moisture and nutrients, and water them
dudng prolonged dry weather. They
need sunlight to bloam, so check the lo-
cation, capecially If they have been

_ doing well and trees have matured
enough to make more shade.

Aro there any flower soeds (hat

This is the first year I have planted
broecoll. Some of them are getting
littlo yellow flowers, What can I do?

Tho yellow flowers are the mature
fiower heads. The ediblo part is the Im-
mature flower buds. Remave the yellow
heads and harvest the smaller alde
shoots the plant sends up.

My Brussels sprouts are dolng
well. Any tips to ensure a good har-
vest?

Remove a few of the lower leaves to
allow the sprouts moro room to grow.
Don't remove too many, because the
plants nced that foliage for plant
growth,

Why do I noed to tlo the leaves
around the heads of my cauliflower?

White cauliflower is caused by being
shaded from the sun, so pull the leaves
up aver the head and tio the, Purplo or
green typea and self-blanching varieties

‘ will do lino without this step.

I'm growing sunflowers. Any tips?
Dan't apply too much fertilizer before
Mower heada appear. If you want tall

ko

sunflowers, pour on the nitrogen. Phos-
phorus and potassium help with flower
size.

Marty Figley is on advanced master
gardencr based in Birmingham. You can
leave her a messoge by dising (313) 953-
2047 on a touch-tone phone, then her

can be sown directly In the @ d
this month?
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We're Specialists!
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12 (810) 644-1314.
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