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Lose the bad stuff: Marcus Warren takes the contaminants out of the newspapers that are turned in for rccycllng

Recycing from page 1A

Shut the big mouth: Wide-mouth plastic jugs are discour-
aged by recyclers because they tend to clog the system.

“We wanted to be involved in
recycling because of the environ-
mental beaefit and it's a commu-
nity responsibility,” said Farm.
ington City Manager Frank
Lauhoff.

Laudable as that may be, there
are plenty of practical and eco-

But the savings in landfill
space and energy costs will far
outstrip the cost of such an opern-
tion.

"By ge:un[ into recycling, we're
atal ing the growth of land.
fitls,” said Farmington Hills City
Manager Bill Cssllck, “Waste

romic reasons why
are becoming more actively in-
volved in recycling.

“The proceasing cost for our
44,474 RRRASOC households is
almost $128,085 a year,” said
Mike Csapo, general manager of
the .\!HF on Eight Mile and Ever-
green in Southfield. “What we
would get from selling materials
is about 3360000 a year. But
whers you lose money is with the
cotlection. And that varies within
the communitiea.”

costs were We had
three increases in one year. It was
acrisis.”

thy:ling paper instead of us-
ing virgin materials reduces ener-
& use by 23-74 percent, air pollu-
tion by 74 percent, water pollu.
tion and ufe, said Csapo, quoting
a recycling study. It also saves in
terms of energy and pollution
costs for glass, aluminum, and
iron and steel producta.

A lot of people can't relate to
those numbers and how it affects
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them directly. Heidi Jo Wayco,
MRF recycling coordinator bas an
answer,

“Recycling one tin can can save
enough energy to keepa TV on for
three hours of viewing" Wayco
said. “That's an energy savings
people can relata to.”

And Farmington, Farmington
Hills, Southfield, Novi, South
Lyon, Lyon Townahip, Walled
Lake and Wizom are getting in
deeper, 30 o speak, as a deal
negvll-ud with Waste Manage-
ment, Inc., the largest waste han-
dling company in the world, will
give them eventual ownership of
the opesation.

Those communities signed a
15-year contract two years ago to

have Waste M, t build

to be recycled.

and operate the MRF in South. *

field, and turn ownership over to
the authority.

The recycled materials from the
communitics make up 22 percent
of the total, with many communi.
ties in the area and industrial
concerns such as Chryaler also
use,

Paper makes up 85 purtenl ol‘

cantinues to grow.”
And a8 tho demnnd xww: and

the material recycled. R
newspaper continues to sell well
and white office paper commands
a price of $385 a ton, almost three
ﬁmu tho price of nowaprint, Csa-

“Therv‘l no sign that the prices
will drop,” he said. “In fact, the
demand for white office paper

new
and recycle more mnurinh, the
{acility adapta.

Wayco said Increasingly school
groups and others Interested In
recycling como to tour the facility.

Information about tours, pres-
entations and recycling lo avail.
ablo by calling (810) 208-2270,

The facility has a tt
truck scale that keeps track of
eech truck, its origin, what type of
material and how much it brings
in. A system of conveyors, separa-
tors and compactors separates
plastic from aluminum while an-
other conveyor system takes
newspapers and bales them up for

* Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc. Cost: $5.95

» Item No, 9821: Vchicles: Used lmd(s. vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.
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