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- At Home

HOME ELECTRONICS

A generic remote puts control in your hand

Did you ever tum
the rvom upside down
looking for yousr televi-
sion ¢ |

A cheap remote control usuelly will

control just one device. This may be

enough for you. But you may want to
. |

rather than go up o
the sct and change the
channel? Or how about
going through a stack
of remote controla but
be unable to find the
one you noed?

The obvious aalu-
——————— tions are to chain your
remotes to a chair ar tape them togeth.
er. But the best idea may be to buy a
remote control that will replace several,
reducing the clutter and making it easi-
er to keep track of a single unit. Then
put the original remote controls in a
nearby drawer,

Now that infrared remote controls
have pretty much replaced remote con-
trols that used a long cable attached to
the device it controls, you can find
“generic” remote controls at the grocery
or clectronics store.

A generic remote is one made by
someone other than the original manu-
facturer. A generic remote control will
partially replace your cablo remote con-
trol, your VCR remote control, your TV
remote control, your CD remote control
or all of them.
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than you need because the more expen-
sive remotes often have attractive fea-
tures such as over-sizo buttons or night
lighta.

The mare expensive generic remote
controls will replace more than one
original remote cantrol. For $12.85 |
just bought a remote control that pretty
much replaces threo remotes. “Pretty
much" b cach original t
control has functions that the generic
remate control does not For inatance, if
1 want to advance the action ahead juat
one frame st & time on my VCR, I must
use the original remote. And when [
want to program the VCR to record a
program, { must haul out the original.

When you go to the store to buy a
generic remote contral, be sure the re-
mote you select ix listed s being able to
control the kind of device you want to
control. If it says it will, it probably
will. Be sure to buy fresh batterics of
the correct size.

‘T'o use your remote for the first time,
put the fresh batterics into it. Then ait
down in front of whichever electronic
device you want to control. You will

have to program in the correct codes,
but a list of codes is pruvided with the
genetic remote control.

When you have discovered the code
that cantrols one function, you know
that the batteries are good and that the
generic remote control will work for you.
Then just program in the other codes
and you're ready to go.

One warning: some electronic devices
can't be controlled by n generic remote

control. But it's in the interest of the
company that makes generlc remote
controls to control as many devices and
Y 14 as possible. So you shouldn't
have many problems.

Barry Jenzen welcomes your comments
and suggestions for topics for future col-
umns. His telephone number is 313-953-
2125. Thia number has voice mail at-
tached, 50 you con cal at any time.

New zip on screen enclosure
keeps bugs away while dining

Outdoor dining has never been com-
plete without a few swats at insects
luoking to share in the festivities. Now,
you can enjoy sitting bug-free ot the
pocl, patio of back yard with the Um-
brelln Screen Enclosure.

New this apring, the product fits casi.
ly aver a patio umbrella table and fea-
tures a zippered door for casy access.
Made of flame-retardant, vinyl-covered
polyester mesh, the UV  stabilized
screen allows free air circulation while

keeping the insects out. A water-fillable
bag attached to the bottom of the screen
provides stability n windy conditions.
The Umbrclla Screen can be set up and
removed within minutes.

The product fits a 7-Va-foot or B.1A-
foot diamcter umbrella and retails for
$129.98. :

e Umbrella S is at
all English Gardens locations, includ-
ing tho store at 6370 Orchard lake Road
in West Bloomficld (call (810) 8il.
7506).

LOOK BEFORE YOU SLEEP

WE have the most uniquely beautiful, extremely sturdy and
remarkably affordable beds in the world.

Exquisite details and fine craftsmanship make each
iron-gun-metal and brass ted a family heirloom. We offer over 50
different designs, 35 custom finishea and dovetail cast steel
frames; guaranteed for your lifetime and your childrens’ lifetimest
Visit us before you buy; youll appreciate the difference.
CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE BROCHURE

) Mickigan's Exclusioe Distributor for Brass Beds of Virglinia

ASS & TR
OF PLYMOUTN BR BEDS ON OF ROCKESTIA

SO RLTecR i ST ROUTON 7
(315) 4817181 {810) 8582337

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 2.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thurs. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun. Noon-5 p.m.

RODS*RUGS=TOWELS
BATH ACCESSORIES
KITCHEN ACCESSORIES
AND HMUCH MORR!




