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LET'S REMODEL

0O1d house’

s cracks

need more than paint

Q: We havo an old bome with peel-
ing plaster and cracks on the walls
and wo aro having trouble restoring
the surfaoes. Do you have sugges-
tions for using textured palnt or
other methods to restore the walls?
A:lt {8 dmoy t to first determine the
cause of the cracks. Molsture problems

d by faulty plumbing or roof leaks
aro a common cause of plaster damege.
Start by locating tha plumbing fixtures
in the home. Ie the problem located di-
rectly below a major plumbing fixture,
such as a tub or toilet? .

it might indicote that a fixture h
doveloped a slow leak, or tho caulking
around the tub or toilet has falled,
cauning water to eaturste tho plaster

d this area. R lking tha bath-
room is a fairly eany projoct, but you
naight ider contracting 8 prof

sional to deal with the plumbing}

A thorough inspection of the roof
would also be a good idea. Shingles that
are overly hrittle, having curled edges,
with moat of the stone surfaces worn
off, are usually in need of repair or ro-
placement. Also check all flashings on
chimneys, pipes, and walls to ensuro
that no water can penetrote these areas:
uso a good quality roof mastic to scal
around eny problem areas. ¥ water
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Q: Wo'ro thinking about Installing
a whirlpool in our homo, The torms
whirlpool, spa and Lot tub ave
confusing. What are the differences?

A: Whisipool bath tubs are designod
for installation inside of tho home.
They come in many shapes and styles
and colors to fit almost any homs. They
all offar therapy jots that are opersted
by a pump located on the base of the
whirlpool. Options such as inlins heat-
ers, mood lighta, and multiapeed pumps
aro availzble. Unlike spas and hot tubs,
whiripool tubs must be filled up with
water and dreined each time you usc jt.
Spas are available in cither an scrylle or
a oon_:lbl'nalion of vinyl &nd Styrofoam

damage is the causo of the problem, you
need to completely remove all of the
d d plaster before p ding with

In a wida cholcs of colars, The
units are jfrw-nundlns fnd.un .l')c in-

patching tho areas. Since thers are nu.
t 3 -0 .3
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o! a spa iln fairly simple because the
bing I .

ypes ¢i D P J
you should ecnsult your local hardware
or fumber yard for the product that is
best for your application. Beforo palnt-
lnpbesuntomatlhmumwitba
stain killing primor.

Another common cause of pl

',

T d within the unit.
The epa ia fillod with a garden bose,
and the water can be circulated for
three to four montha, As with a swim-
ming pocl, this water must be treated
:dth ib‘cmlmls in order to keop it free of

cracking s the movement of walls in on
older home. Homea conatructed using
underatzod floor jolsts, causing floors to
wag dus to loading, are not

mon. This would cause movement of
the floor and ceilings, and could be the
reason your plaster is crackles and peel-
{ng. The best solution to thia problem
would bo to brace, or ‘shore up' the
st 1 bers as to P t fur-
ther movement. Depending on your
leve! of expertl hould evaluate if
this Is & job that you can handle on your
own. Tha beat way to repair the plaster,
an [n the case of the water damago,
wrould be to remaove all areas of plastor
that aro cracked or peeling, Once re-
moved, you can safely patch theso areas
with patchlng plest a ber of
other products thet 'aro ml;:u ,Il‘;ha
ares is quite large you t consider
removing all the plaster from this wall
and replacing with a combination of two
layers of drywall to achieve the samo
thickness as the original plaster.
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Special wiring is
pooded for the operation of the heating
and filtering systems of most spas and
it is rocommended that a licensed elec-
trician porform the nocessary work.
Similar to the spa, a hot tub is the origi-
nal Califomls-type rocreational pool.
The tub is made of vertical slats of rod-
wood secured with metal bands. Howov-
or, hot tubs do not have any therapy
jota, All of these products have ono
thing In common; they ars designed for
soothing relazation.

Joff Moss, Advance Plumbing &
I;‘e;‘zm Supply Company, 810-669-

If you have home improvement ques-
tiona, call Gayle Walters at the Michi-
gan Remodeling Association (MRA) at
810-335-3232, or send gquestlons to
“Let’s Remodel,” 2187 Orchard Lake
Road, No. 103, Sylvan Lake, MI 48320,
A are p P 4 of
the MRA, the local chapter of the Na.
tional . Associstion of the Remodcling
lnd:uu'y ('NARI? Members Il'aclude

T conclude I would only
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using textured paint if your aro 1 g
for & low cost or temporary solution to
your problem.

Steve Ramaeckers, Mainstreet Resto-

... pation, B10-644-6330, v s ARSI O R e

ors, and P

ing all faceta of realdential and ligh
commercial remodaling. For more infor.
mation or a froe copy of our member-
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Pennsylvania House Har
Conover Chair Kichols & Stone
Bradington-Young Stanley
Hooker Canal Dover
Hekman Universal

2y Peters-Revington Durham

[} The Custom Shop Enob Creek

and many more!
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that will heip you pick the bast look for you il yorr home.
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