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, At Home

BOOK BREAK

" The pope’s a target in Father Koesler mystery

The clergyman as
maater sleuth, set
§ egainat the back-
ground of the sacred
and the sinister. This
has been a winning
combination for West
y Bloomfield author
William Kienzle, Be-
i ginning with hia it
novel “'l”ho' Rcu.{y
A 5 n

ther Koealer, havine witneased too nfian
the devastating rrsults of unwelcome
parenthood, wizhes that something
would keep the pope in Rome. What
none aof them realizes, however, is that
their controversial visitor ian't the only
ane in danger,

William Kienzle, who has ncver seon
the movie verison of his **Rosary Mur-
ders,” comes by his knowledgo of Cath.
olic dogma and custom firsthand. Or-

— 1987 as 'a motion ple-
ture, Kienzla's publications ncw num-
ber 17, with po sign of abatement.

Like its predecessors, “Call No han
Father” (Andrews and McMeel, 1995,
$1B.95) is another Father Koealer mur-
der mystery. Thia time, the devout yet
by no means dogmatic priest looks for-
ward to the pope'’s appearance in De-
troit. Yet anticipation tums into appre-
hension when the purpose of the papal
visit bocomes clear: To state infallibly
“that artificial birth control is wrong lor
everybody, 21l the time, no matter what
the circumstances.” What most non-
Catholics and, I suspect, many Catho-
lica don’t know is that the current papal
position on birth control isn’t an infalli-
ble doctrine but one that invites (or
strongly suggests) “religious assent.”

Now the pope becomea the target not
only of -putou n.nd uutmuu but
also of the
Catholics who, nmﬂheleu. view birth
control as an economic and sociat ne-
ceasity,

‘The stakes are high for people like
Inspector Komicki of Homicide, whese
department is responabile for the Holy
FPather’s security. Would he be willing
to take a bullet for @ man whose Intran-
sigence will surcly drive his married son
from the Church? Then there's David
Wallace, a widowes still grieving for his
young wife who would be alive todsy
bad she not been forced to bear a child
ezzinst the doctor’s orders. As choir di-
rector, Wallace will havo access to the

. pope. Dare he take revenge? Even Fa-
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peizea, 1030 s.m. Sunday, July 9.

......'.,.PouhonmPaanbﬂdnoohll
-

- sges are invited to Join us noon to 1

dained to the prieathood in 1954, he
spend 20 years as parish priest and 12
years as editor-in-chief of the Michigan
Catholic. After he left the prieathood,
Kienzle served aa director of the Center
for Contemplative Studies in Dallas,
Texes, Then came the Father Koesler
scries.

Since “nuns and prieata had made up
my principal life,” says Kienzle, “I de-
cided to follow the adage and ‘Go with
whaxt you know.” ™

As a oneo-time inslder, Kienzle pro-
vides plenty of inslght, both positive
and negative, into Church polities and
practice. Yet from a purcly literary
point of view, his commentary some-
times becomes excesalve. The author is
clearly at his beet when“showing”
rather thnn“telllng. The opemng chap-
ter, for lssa —a
study in dxveuionary ucﬁcs to helzbt-
en the el of Also
ful are the ckapiers devoted to a group
of bored and delinquent teens in

" Bloomfield Hills, for whom rape and

murder of tho average mortal is anticli-
muuc and who now seek to enact the

“gitimaty media mnt by assasinat-
ing a celebrity. The cterization of
their psy:bopathle leader rngs true,
and the action is shocking in its atark
brutality.

Kienzle's religious instructions are
interesting but need a lighter touch.
Nevertheleas, an eclectic caat of charnc-
ters, multiple murders to maintain
suspenro, and the familiar figure of Fa-
ther Koesler, whose faith is always wed-
ded to reason, add up to an enjoyable

p-m. Saturdsy, July 15, as we make Po-
cahontas-inspired crafts and pley
games besed on this summer’s black-
buster movie. Look forward to learning
more about our local American Indian
culture from a storyteiling sesslon by
area storytellers.

Jimn Samaras, oca! suthor, will sign
“Mom, I'll Stop Crying If You'll Stop
Crying,” a book about parcatal loss.
6:30-9:30 p.ra. Friday, July 21.

Book Clulx Readers will discuza
“The Celestine Prophecy” by James
Redfield 7 pm. Wednuday July 26.

urdar. he writes:

"Call No Man Fathcr"is lel:am Kwnzle '8

latest Father Koesler murder mystery.

summer read.

Esther Littmunn, a Bloomfield Town-
ship residnet, is a lecturer in English
and German at Lawrence Technological
University in Southfield. As an only

child, she grew wp regarding books as
substitutes for siblings. You can leave
her a mestage from a touch-tone phone
at (313) 953-2047, mailbox 1833, Her fax
number is (810) G44-1314.

126 MainCentre
downtown Northvliile

(810) 3481213

Monday thru Saturday
. 30:00-G:00




