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At Home

Swag adds color

BY SANDRA DALKA-PRYSBY
Srecia Werres

When Vivienne McCracken of South-
field redecorated ber living room, she
bad a large space on the wall over the
new couch that needed something. Pic.
tures wouldn't do. She wanted some-
thing “really eye catching.” Something
that matched her new color acheme.

The solution: & four-foot swag made
with a large paper twist bow, preserved
eucalyprus hranches and silk flowers.

This remedy also worked for the bare
space over the new gaa fireplace in my
recreation room. And, thanks to Vivi-
enne who helped me with this project,
the swag not only looka beautiful, but it
perfectly matches the flowers in the
drapea. Also, I have the antisfaction of
knowing that I made it myself.

Thia swag crcation takea less than
three hours and materials are about
$30. (Of course, mare expensive silk {To-
wers will bring the coat up!) This com-
pares to the $100 and up that is charged
for these wall hangings at craft showa,

*l am thrilled when my projects turn
out so well,” Vivienno said of her swag.

“{ enjoy saving moocy,” aaid the
mother of two active sana, “but my
homemade projects also have to look

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Six packages
of cucalyptus branches; one 12.inch by
four-inch by two-inch Styrofoam block;

] CRAFTS

ono small package of paper twist rib.
ben; one package of Ting-Ting (spiky
accent for flaral atrangementa); four
large silk flowers; smaller vilk flowers,
berrien, ete. far filler; Moriat wire.

TO MAKE BOW:

1. Soak paper twist and flatten, ac.
cording to directions on pack.

2, Cut two two-foot lengths for
streamers.

3. Make a small loop around palm.

4. Hold at back of loop, secure with
fMorist wire. (This is center of bow.)

5. Mako four large loopa on cither
aide of conter; secure with {larist wire.

6. Pull loops apart and arrange to
make bow,

7. Fold streamers in half; trim bottom
at an nn;lc aluch to bow using the (1o~
rist wire on the

TO MAKE S\VAG

1. Put bow up to center of 12-inch
side of Styrofoam block and mark how
far how extends; remove bow and put
aside,

2. Sort eucalyptus branches according
to aize,

3. Select the longest branches and
place them in block on the bottom of
four-inch by two.inch side, angling
down. (There will be three Inyers deep

Special touch: A swag with large paper twist bow, preserved
cucalyptus branches and silk flowers is a creative, colorful way
to adorn a wall,

of eucalyptus, and at least zix layers
high.)

4. Sclect the next longeat and insert
thens in next layer up.

5. Continuo inserting branches, ac-
cording to size (longest ot bottom, shor-
test at top), until aido of block is filled.

6. Insert amall branches in top of
block to form a semicircle.

7. Insert a long picco of florist wire

into back of bow. Place bow In center of
block and secure by winding floriat wire
around block two to three times.

8. Decorato with Ting-Ting and large
and small flowers, a3 desired, and keep-
ing nemicircle shape,

9, Make a hanger by wrapping floriat
wire first around the base of one tu-
calyptus branch near center top, then
another,

Area r931dents recelve classic car honors

The 1995 Eyes on Classic Design

Honomry Chmnmm (] Awnrd has been
d to Lee N af Birmi

ham for his 1961 Jnguar XKE Roadsur.

Other award recipients from the area
and their honors included Leo Pawloski
of Lake Orion, an Automotive Design of
Exceptional Merit Award (GM) for hia
149 Hudson Commodore Eight Coupe;
Ted Cram of Rochester Hills, an Auto-
mobile Az Art Award (American) for his
1957 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz Con-
vertible; Robert Sage of Franklin, a
Best of Show Award (Exterior) for his
1961 Merceden Benz 300 SL Roadetes;
and Jobn Denyer of Farmington Hills,
the Eye of the Deslgner Awnrd for his
1985 Porsche 911 Caryera Coupe,

Record crowds were on hand to honor

and
owners at thc annual Eyes on Classic
Design car ahow, which took place on
the grounda of the Edsel and Eleanor
Ford House in Groase Pointe Shores.

Eyea ou Claasic Design is the only
automotive design show in North Amer-
ica focusing exclusively on all aspecta of
vchxcle dca:gn and on the designers

Proceeda benefit the De-
lm:t Institute of Opthalmology, a non.
profit organization conducting pro-
grams in reacarch, education and ser-
vices for the visually challenged.

1995 Grand Marshal *Willie G” Da-
vidson of Harley-Davidson famo pre-
scnted the Grand Marshall’s Award toa
1947 Harley-Davidson FL74 Custom

Chopper owned by Dan Walters of Ann
Arbor.

The most unusual award of the show
was the Visually Impaired Young
Adults Award, which was given to a
1929 Aubum Speecdster owned by Terry
and Rita Emcst of Port Huron.

New thin year, the show recognized
the top three artists participating in the
annusl art pavilion, “Through the Eyo
of the Artiat."” More than 30 profeaaion-
al artists displayed their work with
firat, sccond and third place h

Denign of Exceptional Merit A is to
Ted Zgrzemski of Riverview, Mich., for
his 1951 Ford Custom Country Squh'e,
and RM Classic Cars of Chatham, On-
tario, for their 1931 Packard 810 Con-
vertible Victoria by Walter House; the
Gordon Buchrig Trophy to Fred Bruhn
of Grand Haven for hia 1955 Ford
Thunderbird Convertible; an Automo-
bile As Art Award (European) to Peter
Davis of Sportiva Motorcars of Dear-
bom for hl- 1953 Aston Martin DB.2;
Best E: lo of Craftamanahlp Award

going to Reagan Dukadanavic, Wu
Huang Chin and Don Wicland respec-
tively.

Spirit of the Marque Award to G.J.
Billmeier Jr. of Memphia for his 1963
Studebaker Avantl R-1; Automotive

to James Kymer 11 of Summit, NJI., for
hls 1952 Porsche Split Window Coupe,
and o Best of Bhow Award (Interor) to
L. Jack Ruacill of Columbus, Ohlo, for
his 1959 Ferrari California Spydcr
250GT LWB No, 1503.

Go under cover when buying upholstery

Next to your hoase and car purchase,
furniture ranks tight up there. 8o, it
makes scnse to spend some time getting
up to speed on what makes for s smart
upholstery purchase.

Workbench Furniture offers con-
sumers these tips when buying uphol-

atery:
@ Beauty is only skin deep.

While the fabric of the picce is im-
portant, you must {ook beneath the sur-

to buy the best plece you csn afford at
the u:ne. It will definitely psy off in tae
jong run.”

So what should you look for?

2 Do some heavy lifting.

The frame is the akeleton of your
furnishing. Firat, lift one end. If it is
Nghtweight, there’s no way the frame
can be adequate — a good ono is made
of thick, lnrdwood Jumber. Next, twist
the end ¥nu re holding. Ar_l'y di:amiblo

face to see if yous beauty will be
inayearorso.

“There are 30 many places selling in-
expensive upholstery that is, to put it
biuntly, pretty cheap,” says Kendma
Creig, the buyer foc Michigan's Work-
. bench Fumiture storea.Upholstery is

Tan ?nmtment. wo'your should attempt - -

structural weakness. Third, whila ynu
have an end off the flocr, Jook beneath
it to sec how tho legs are connected.
‘They should be attached directly and
securely,  Workbench's upholatered
pieces uss kiln-dried budnood for. opﬁ\
munydurability and fit. -~ e

W Check the padding and fabric.

ARer testing tho frame, check to seo
bow the padding and fabric are applied
over [t. Pinch, poke and prod. Thers
should be a healihy layer of padding
vnder the fabric for comfort and dura.
bility. Fabric steetchod directly over a
hard frams wears out quickly, This is
especially important on the arms. An.
other good test of upholstery involvea
bending your knees slightly and then
quickly dmppin; into the seat. If you
“hattom out,” then the piece isn't ada-
quately padded or cushioned.
& A word about pmacunu.

Protective finishea liko S
and Zepel are chemical finiahes that are
-sometimes sprayed onto fabrica to belp

PN pury

kowever, gradunlly wear off. You can
buy these products In spray cans for use
at home to refresh the finish. Once fab-
rics bave been sclled, these sprays
won't be useful in cleaning them.

B Fibers and formation,

Should you buy upholstery with nat-
ural or synthetic fibers? That (s your
cholee, but hers are nome of the facta.
Tho synthetics, which aro essentially
petroleum-based fibers, are gonerally
more durable than natural fiber uphal-
stery such as cotton, wool, linen and
silk. From a cost standpoint, synthetica
were for less cxpensive but aa petzole-
um-based chemicals becoms more ex.
penalve, the gop is decreasing. Gener-
.ally spesking, the nstural fibera are

resist soiling. This protection- does, »+ more. pleasing, i +( /17, .,



