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Hills woman urges support of ‘mercy clini¢’

BYPAT MURPHY
STATY Waimex

Concerned that Dr. Jack Kevor-
Rian's new “mercy clinic” may be
closed by state officials or de-
stroyed by vigilantes, the founder
of the state’s Hemlock chapter is
calling on the medical profeasion
in making physi-
an-asaisted suicide accessible to
those who need it.

“This should be the clarion call
for the medical profession,” Janet
Good, a Farmington Hilla resi-
dent who founded Hemlock of
Michigan, said Tuecsday as state
and local officials grappled with
the epparent suicide of Erika
Garcellano.

*Doctors over the years have re-
peatedly told me they agree with
what Dr. Kevorkian is doing
{counseling them on suicide), but
they don't like his methods,”
Good said Tuesday. “If physi-
cians don't agree with the way he
does it, they thould come forward
and do it the right way.”

Garcellano, 60, of Kansas City,
Mo, Monday became the 24th
person in the past five yean to
take his or her own life alter con-
sulting with Kevorkian, a retired
West Bloomfield pathologist who
is internationally known because

of his advocacy of phynician-as-
sisted suicide.

Garcellano ~ who suffered
from amyotrophic lateral sclero.
ais, better known as Lou Gehrig's
disease — was found in a nondes.
cript, frame building on Dixic
Highway in Springfield Town.
ship.

The building, a one-time hard-
ware store, had been vacant until
Kevorkian leased it to establish

the Margo Janus Merey clinic
*for the purpose of alleviating the
suffecing of patienta.” Margo
Janus was Kevorkian's aister and
supporter who died last year.

Kevorkian han long advocated a
series of centetm where people
with terminal illnesses or excruci-
ating, untreatable pain could get
medical attentlon and, at their
choice, counseling on taking their
own lives.

The Springfield Township fa-
cility was helieved to be Kevorki-
an's atterupt to establish the first
of the envisioned mercy clinics.

The clinic could be “ideal for
people who want the option of the
ultimate freedom ... taking
their own lives,” vaid Good, who
founded Hemlock in 1989 with
sbout 25 membera.

“We now have 499, largely be-
cause of the controversy sur-
rounding asaisted suicide,” said
Good, who is Hemlock of Michi-
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] think something will happen
to that building very soan,” Good

Let's talk business

sald. On the basis of televised
commenta from people in tho area
of the clinic, Good said she de-
tected hostility that could tum
into violence. )

Some of those interviewed said
if they had been aware of what
was happening in the building,
Good said, “they would have tak-
en care of it. Some of the threats
weren't even velled. Same relig-
jous people were making horrible
threats."”

Michigan Attorney General
Frank J. Kelloy seemed to raise
the poasibility of the state taking
action to cluse Kevorkian's clinic
in a radio Interview Tuesday
moming. Neither Kevorkian nor
the Springfield Townshlp facllity
haa a license, Kelley said an the
J.P. McCarthy show. “Nobody
can operate without a licenss,” he
nald.

on the same pro-

past p
well as its chief spokesperson.
Like most good things, Kevor-

geam, Kevorkian's lawyer said no
licenses were needed because no
medical d wero  per-

kian's fledgling clinic pi

won't laat long, said Good. If state
officials don't find a way to shut
the clinic down, itu neighbors in
Sorinefield

hip will, she

what the physi s
Geoffrey N. Fieger, described as

said.

formed. Furthermare, “thete is no
law in Michigan ngainst assisting
in a suicide,” said Fieger, a West
Bloomfield resident who practices
in Southfield.

Medical society spokesman calls change unlikely

BY PAT MURPRY
SYarr Warran

“The attempt by Dr. Jack Kevor-
kian to establish a “mercy clinic”
for people thinking sbout taking
their own lives will not likely
prompt the sate’s medical com-
tunity to change Ita position on
physician assisted suicide, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the
Michigan State Medical Society.

“We have cur policy, and i
been explained in great detail,”
said Dr. Peter A. Dubamel, a Ro-
chester Hills general surgeon who
is chairman of the boand of the
medical society.

Dubamel made his comments
Tuesday, shortly after the body of
Erika Garcellano, 60, was found
in a frame building ip Springfield

Garcellano is believed to be the
24th person to take his or her own
live after consulting with the re-
tired pathologist and is the first
to do so in what Kevorkian’s law-
yer referred to as “the Margo
Janus Mercy Clinic."”

Dubame! reiterated a policy he
said was adopted by the medical
society after extensive discussion
within ita ranks . . . namely that
assisted suicide is a private mat.
ter between physician and pa-.
tient.

“We met in May,” Dubamel

a2id, “and the itaue of ph

prompted Duhame! to raise a ba-
sicissue.

“I'm not a neurologist,” he said,
“but to my knowledge, people
with Lou Gebrig's discase are not
particularly beset with pain.” Vie.
tims are diaabled and lose body
control, he said, but they don't
usually experience excruciating
pain.

The problem, the physician
said, is essentially emotional and
paychological, because tho vie-
tims are mentally alert, know the

disensc is incurable and that
nothing can be done. Victims
know they will be dependent on
other people, he said.

“From what | know about Mrs.
Garcellano, ehe was alert, but she
had no particular complaints
about pain, although other people
had to do things for her'”
Duhamel said. “I don't know
that's a reason to end somebody’s
life, and it's not an overwhelming
case for mercy killing."

Formington's Downtown Development Authority
wants to talk business with Obssrver readers

Tne DDA Is asking a simple question: e
What kinds of now businossos would
you like to soe in downtown Farmington?

To respond, just filt in tha coupon, clip and mall to:

Judy Downey. director, Fatmington DDA,

33515 State Street, Farminglon 48335,

Tho DDA will hold an informational moeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Juty 11, in the Farmington City Hall to discuss the 1esponsos,
The meoting is open 1o the public.

Now businoss idozns:

T T Uso skt ioral shodt A necessary  Thank yau for your rosponse -

Give them the business: Share your opinfons on new |
businesses in downtown Farmington, anyway Farm- .
ington’s Downtown Development Authority hasa
simple question for Observer readers: What types of
new businesses would you like to sce in downtown %
Farmington? To participate in this survey, readers  °
should fill out the coupon above, clip and mail it to
the DDA at the address indicated. The DDA will
discuss the responses at an informational meeting at
7 p.m. Tuesday, July 11, in the city council chamber
of the Farmington City Hall, Liberty and Grand
River. The meeting is open to the public. For more
information, call the DDA at 473-7276,

assisted suicide didn't even come
up. That's a pretty good indica-
tion the society isn't going to
change ita position.”

G {lano guffered from amyo-

Township leased to Kevorkian,
the retired pathologist who is
acmetimes called “'Doctor
Death.”

trophic laternl sclerosis, better
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.
While it is debilitating and incur-
able. the nature of the disease

Providence Hospital is pleased to

announce that

E. Albert Tzeel, MD
has joined its staff in
the establishment of a
pediatric medical practice

at

39500-W. 10 Mile Rd.

Novl, 241 48375
(810) 471-4300

Hours by appointment.

E. Albert T2ee!, MD, graduated from the Univorsity of
Michigan Medical School in 1986. He completed a rosh
dency in Pediatrics a1 the Universityof Califomla In 1880.

Dr. Tzee! Is board-certified and is a Fellow of the American

yof F anda oftha
Collega of Physician Exscutives.
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The Detroit Medical Center
Huron Valley Hospital
and Northwest Ambulatory Services
are pleased to announce the association of

Ruth D. Kozlowski, D.O.

Internal Medical
Rheumatology
with the practice of

Norman AKrieger, M.D.

Internal Medicine

402 Unlon Strest
Milford, Michigan 48381

{810) 685-1800
effective May 1, 1995

Wayne State University
The Dotrolt
Medical Center
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