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2y it ain't 30, Joe. Ah, but when we put

that request to our congresaman, U.S.

Rep. Joe Knollenbery, all he would say
was: Paul Sowerby for mayor.
We hate to say we told you so, but we told you
S0,
The office of Farmingtan Hills mayor is now
such a big deal that, just as we predicted would
happen. here comes some big-time politico to
meddle in our local, nonpartisan elections.

We note with dismay that Joe Knollenberg, o
Republican, is unabashedly supporting Paul
Sowerby (Farmington Observer, June 261 for the
first directly elected mayor of Farmington Hills.

And, if big-name party endorsements are com-
10y to the Farmington Hills political scene, can
big-bucks party contnbutions be far behind?

Now, try a3 we might, we just can't recall Knol-
lenberg, or his predecessor, Bill Broomfield, car-
1 — of even knowing — much about the office of
Furmungton Hills mayor in previous clections.

And that 1s (or was) as it should be.

But the next Farmington Hills mayor is going
to be measurably mere impartant than his pre-
decessors, He's going be elected by the voters,
not named by the City Council. And his term
will be two years, not one, with an option for a
second term. The office could be an express cle-
vator to some loftier political story.

Yes, the new office of mayor of Oakland Coun-
ty's larygest city might be something the politicos
in Lansing and Washington want to stroke and
and cuntrol. A few well-placed words or dollars
would certainly help toward that end.

Butt out, Joe
Nonpartisan politics, please

M tf blg-name party endorsements
are coming to the Farmington Hills
political scene, can big-bucks par-
ty contributions be far behind?

And, too, we can’t help wondering if Knotlen.
berg's endorsement of Sowerby wasn't in same
small measure a partisan political slapping of
Hills Councilman Alde Vagnozzi, the only other
known candidate for mayor.

Vagnozzi, at 63 the Grand Old Man of Fiwm-
ington-arva politics, might be cunsidered the
heir apparent for the new office. However, he
differs from his City Hall cohorts tand just about
everyone else in Oakland County} in ane impor-
tant respect: He's a Democrat and proud of it,
Can the Republican power brukers allow one of
them to ascend to the mayor's chair?

Vagnozzi also distinguished himself last year
by not going into the tank with the rest of the
City Council over Timberervst, the contruversial
development at 12 Mile and Middlebelt roads.
The council approved the project, 6-1, and
Vagnozzi was the lone and consistent “no™ vote.
There might be some payback politics aimed at
him over Timbercrest.

Now none of the above missive should be tak-
en as Observer endorsements or put-downas of
Vagnozzi ur Sowerby or even Knollenberg, for
that matter.

We just wish Congressman Knollenberg and
his partisan pals would stay out of nonpartisan
matters here in Farmington Hilla,

ton these days might best be character-

ized ns one promoting back-to-basics
government. Reaffirmation of so-called tradi-
tional values was the guiding foree behind
Congress’ “Contract with America.”

Because the American flag is one symbal
that characterizes those values, there has
been a renewed push by some to enact legista-
tion making its descerntion by bumning or oth-
er means illegal. While we can urge a healthy
respect for the “Stars and Stripes™ and all it
stands for, we can't support such legislation.

? he mood — and agenda — in Washing-

Respecting flag doesn’t need law

@ Courts have ruled time and again
that bans on flag burning or dese-
cration violato the tenots of freo
spoech laid out in the Constitution.

The flag is already aubject to guidelines set
by legialators and several U.S. Supreme Court
rulings. In 1942, Congress adopted n (=g code
that relied primarily on tradition and common
sense to set fag etiquette. The code has been
amended several times. For example, night-
time flag displays, once prohibited by the
code, arc now permitted. Improvements in
outdoor lighting and the impracticality of rais-
ing and lowering the flag cach day led to the
change.
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Festive Fourth

Enjoy! Area communities will celebrate th
works. The Plymouth-Canton Jaycees present a parade at 1 pan. Tuesday in
downtown Plymouth. Fireworks are set for dusk in the Plymouth-Haggerty
Road-Hines Drive arca. Parking will be available in the west and east Unisys
lots off of Haggerty Road. The city of Westland will elose its annual summer fes-
tival with a fircworks display at 10 p.m. Monday in Central City Park, south of
Ford between Newburgh and Wayne roads.
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e Fourth of July with parades and fire-
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Money does tatk

P4 think it is intercating that Congressman
P Knollenbery said he does not normally

&l give his support ta local campaign candi-
dates, but he made an exception with Paul
Sowerby,

It is interesting because Paul Sowerby has
contributed thousands of dollars to the Knol-
lenberg campaign, while Jon Grant and Alde
Vagnozzi have contributed nominal amounts,
if any money to Knollenberg.

1 guess money speaks louder than character,

Les H. Guthrie, Farmington Hills

Joe disappoints
ongressman Joe Knollenberg snid that
he is supporting Paul Sowerby for
mayor because Sowerby is “an individ-
unl who strives to bring people together nnd
resolve conflict.”

Obviously, Knollenberg does not “pay close
attention to lueal government in Formington
Hills,” us he cluimed in his letter to the editor
of June 22.

Knollenberg obviously does not know the
Paul Sowerby we've all come to know. By
Sowerby's divisive and mean-spirited tactics,
he has tamished his reputation with many of
the residents of Farmington Hilla.

In faet, rumor hos it that many of the city's

dmini 1y

The curreat code already lists prohib
uses of the flag. Using the flag as drapery, al-
tering the flag or using it for advertising are
among the improper uses. Burning a worn
flag is recommended in the code as a proper
way to dispose of it.

But the moat important reason for not pass-
ing such a law amounts to the very thing the
flag represents — freedom. Courts have ruled
time and again that bans on flag burning or
desccration violate the tenets of free specch
laid out in the Constitution.

The most recent ruling came in 1089 when
the U.S. Supreme Court aaid that proteaters
who burned the flag nt the Republican Nation-
al Convention were guilty of nothing more
than expressing their itutionally protect-
ed views,

As we get ready o celebrate the Fourth of
July it is important to remember that respect
for the American flag can and should be advo-
cated — not legislnted.
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ative employees, who've had the
misfortune of dealing with Sowerby in the
past, have vowed to resign if he'a elected.

That is why I'm so disappointed in Knollen-
berg. It is clear poor judgment to get involved
in a local race, where you ore obviously not
aware of the climate of the local government
or the character of the candidate.

Renee McKenzie, Farmington Hills
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Counts her blessings
nD ber of 1994 [ was diagy d with
stage 11 breast cancer. Since than I have
undergone o lumpectomy, chemotherapy

and radiation,

I have seen more doctors and more of a hos-
pital than I ever want to seo again. And I'm
not through with my treatment. Next week I
begin hormone therapy for a minimum of twe
years,

Each phase of my healing and recovery has
had side effects. I have scara and tenderness
in my left arm and breast. I have lost my hair.

1 have radiation burns on my left shoulder
and breast. | have mood swings nnd the two
percent possibility of endometrial cancer to
loak forward ta.

Through each phase of my healing and re-
covery I have had additional side effects. |
have had the love and suppert of my family
and friends. I have hod the love and support
of the staff, students, parents and school
board members of Huron Valley Schoola.

I have had the care and concern of the doc-
tors, technicions, nuraes and support staff of
Beaumont Hospital and the Hematology and
Radiation Oncology departments of the Rose
Cancer Center, [ have had the blessing of God,

I am blessed to not only have a second
chance at life, but I am doubly blessed that
there have been and will continue to be so
many loving, caring and supportive people in
my life.

I know that I have hod to take a very posi-
tive and active role in my recovery. That part
of my healing procesa could not have occurred
without all of you.

[ want to publicly acknowledge your part in
my healing.

Elizabeth K. McConnell,
Farmington Hills

Clean up, folks

t is time for the city of Farmington to

clean up. I offer two specific suggestions to

im prove the image our city projects to it
gucats and residents,
@ At many resi ial and t
in the city, bushes, trees and shrubbery ex.
tend into the sidewalk space or hang so low
over the gidewalk that one must duck or walk
around them, Proper trimming in order o
maintain clear passage along city sidewalka
will help to open up the city to foot travel and
thua make it more visitor friendly.
B8 Refusc on city sidewalks and streets contin-
uca to make our city less attractive that it
might otherwise be. Food and paper waste can
often be found near businesses in tha city. In
the downtown area, the iron grates placed in
the sidewalk around the trees are especially
unattractive due to the paper waste that is
caught in the grates, 1 hopo that city workers,
business owners and residents will pitch in to
help keep the city free of unsightly waste.

Qur city hosta many visitors from out of
town, and this is an appropriate time for resi-
dents and business owners to try to look our
very best for our guests and oursclves,

Michaoel Shelly, Farmington
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