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Jewelers’ have talent, are a gem of a match, too

BY DIANE HIANSON
HreciaL WUTER

Nestled on a shady comer iIn
Franklln Village in a slmple little
ehop laden with treasure that
would not only make & pirate
proud but would put the gleam in
an artlst's eye.

Frank and Kim Yanks, of
Yanke Deslgna in Franklin, have
been creating beautiful jewelry to-
gether for nearly 16 years, Fash-
lened from gold, silver, preclous
and semi-precious ctones, thelr
creationn are anythlng but ordi-
nary; from Corvette cufflinks to
hoarts of toss gold to aterling sll-
ver xipper pulls and everything In
betwoan.

“The unique thing s, 98 per-
ont of everythlng you see, we
cke ourselves,” noted Frank
anke. *You're dealing not only

with the owners, you're dealing
wilh the peoplo who wmake the
Jowelry, who deaigned it. You tell
us what you want and we'll put it
together.”

Some of the Yanke designs
have earmmed distingulahed awsrds
for the pair. The couple won first
place for a ring deaigm in tho de-
signer-manufacturer cstegory st
the 1089 Greater Great Lakes
Jewslry Expoaltion. Another ring
design captured a fist placo In
the professlonal goldsmith cate-
giury for Kim ot the 1083 Exposi-
tien.

This year's exposition brought
a second place in the designer-
manufacturer category for Frank
Yanke and employeo, Rudy Van
Wel, for an earring/pendant act
they destmed.

Frank and Kim Yanke

Kim Yanko wan distinguished
by winning not only the flrst place
award in the professional
goldamith category for s stunning
and Innovative palr of dlamond
and gold earrings, sho olso cop-
tured the ‘Best of Show’ with that
entry. Her artintlc creations will
now b entered into competition
at tho Jowelers of America ahow
to bo held in Fobruary, 1996,

Artistic creatlvily appears to be
genetically linked in both the
Yankes, 16 year residents of
Farmington. Art claasos were a [a-
vorite for Frank in high school
and college. Kim was In s science
program at Cass Tech when she
took jewelry making s an elective
and Joved it

“It just kind of fell in my lep,”
Kim sald about her occupation as

a jeweler. “I would have never
looked for it but 1 would never
think of doing anything elso now,
I firmly belleve it was my desti-
ny”

That destiny lead her to an op-
prenticeship at a Detroit jewelry
store where Frank worked. They
wers a matched set and married
in 1979, Two yesrs later they
started thelr jewelry design busl-
ness out of thelr homo. Thelr
cllentelo grew by sppointment,
word of mouth and through art
shows until they opened their
Franklln store in 1989, The
Yankes have two sons, Matthew
is 12 and Kyle [s nine.

While thelr place of busincss
changed, their method of doing
buslpess did not. Initially, they
might sit with a customer for n
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Writer is focused on the present
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findlng out what can be known
about  person through bis or
ber writing.
. Thank you.
E.L.,
Farmington Hills

.. Atihoe present time most of our
“writer'a attention is focused (n the
:hers and the now. Each and overy
*sspect of her dally life holds & alg-
Inificant place. S8he has s strong
‘need lo be someone jmportant
:and I8 esger to impress others,
posaibly by taking the spotlight.
" Thls young woman haa a etrong
* personality and can taks In every-
thing that Is golng on around ber.
She Is outgoing, [riendly and ex-
‘tends the hand of [riendahip to
others. Her manner la often
.upbeat and she somatimes geta
- carried awsy with IL.
" While sociability plays an im-
ttant rols in ber lifs, an element
* of cautlon is oftan present. She is
. careiul never L tevea) 100 much
* about hersall.

her own nteresta also is secn
here. Perhaps anly & llmited num-
ber of peopls know her intimately.
This probably makes her s good
listener. It can also be on asset in
her career.

A tendency to repress Ler foel.
ings also [ observed. When she
feels the noed for protection, she
soeks it within her family.

A tad of bumor runs through
this bandwriting. While providing
fun, It alss can be halpful in keep-
Ing things In perspoctive.

Our wriler has & need to be in
control. Her behavior often con-
forma to a rather strict pattern
ahe has devaloped for hersell. Sho
wants to be understood, but may
not always maka this easy for peo-
pletoda

Thers is a fine sense of order to
this handwriting organization la
one of hee strong points. Her orga.
nized mind {2 a definits asset in

of using her time wisely. EMicien-
cy characterizea her work. In re-
petitive tasks, she can furnish
quick results. Although details
may not be her favarite things,
she can handle them.

Decislon making comes quite
naturally to our writer, She ap-
pears to have Lhe ability to make
deciafons and the determination
and resolve to carry them through
with action. On occasion, howev.
er, sho may Jose intcrest before
her aim ia reached.

Relazation mey come from her
fave of beauty. Seemlngly, she
finds pleasure in the grand dis-
plays which Mother Nature
painta st this ime of the year.

1f you would like your
handwriting anolyzed in thia

s, write to Lorene C.

ified g ist, at

36281 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.
Please use o full sheet of white,
unlined paper, writing in the first
i handedness

gukln] dally plans and carrying p:‘,:m singular. Age, ende:
e out. a {enature are
Bho has losrned the and full sqraturs o1y ol helohul
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half hour to an hour to determine
what is wanted. They msy do a
sketch or & wax mold, paintad to
simulate the real thing. Gems can
even be temporarily added to
clostly resembls the finlehed
product. If the customer hns &
problem with what the finished
product will Jook llke, Kim ex-
plained that they keep making
changes unti] it's what they want.

From the sketches to the waz
molds to the molten metsl to the
stone mounting, everything s
done in the Franklin studio.
Jewelers, Lisa Nizon, Kim's sis-
ter, Ruud van Wel and Kirk Eil-
ertsen complete the team.,

1t takes an average of about two
weeks to creato s piece of artistic
Jewelry but the bours involved
could be eight to 15 or more.

The Yankes find that many

peoplo shy away from coming in’
to have a picce of jewelry designed
becsuse they believs the process
will be too difficult or coraplicat-
ed. The cuatomers may only bave
vaguo ideas of what they want or
may come in with a design from a
noto card or a photograph. Lo
‘The Yankes are also big on re-
cycling. They will enhance aX..
completely redesign an old or oulZ
dated plece of jewelry into a one-™
of-a-kind piece. —_
For Kim Yanke, the best thing,
{s: “You get instant satisfaction:
from creating something and you -
see it a8 it evolves and you mee’)
this finished product and then 1o
have someone just love it Ii.,
makes you feel good.” e
Yanke Designs is located in
Franklin Villoge ot 32611 Frank:
lin Road. Phone: (810) 855-5525. " "

60% OFF - JULY 22-28

70% OFF - JULY 28-AUG.5]
LAST BIG DAY AUG.6

_.80% OFF

RS

CALL FOR DIRECTIONS (

¥ (517)439-93137]

1821 | T

Spot

see

THROUGH

SUN., JULY 16

the dot and save a lot at Oakland
Mmall's seml-annual clearanc
Save at these fine stores...

MERLE NORMAN-

Hot Escapes Travei Kit, reg. $16, now $11.
Full set of tips with acrylic, reg. $55, now $49.

NATURALIZER-

A Select Naturalizer sandals, reg. $25-30, now $19.99.

DONNA SACS-

Leather jackets from $69.99,
tadies' leather full length

coats from $99.99.
Vests from $9.99.
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