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“Comin’ of Ags,” Attic Theater,

" Third at West Grand Boulevard,

' New Center Area, Detroit. Shows

.8 pm. Thureday-Sunday to July

16, matines 3 p.m. Sundays. Tick-

" ets $19-24, Call (313) 875-8284 or
" Tichetmaater (810} 645-6668.

By TaMI TADACCITY
Hrzcial Wres

What do you get when you tako
a cast and crow of theater profes-
sionals who have been scasoned
worldwide in the arta? Don't look
much further than your own
“backyard, and you may just come
up with the dynamlc new musical
comedy “Comin’ of Age,” by
olo Caplan of Bloomfield Hila.

Whether you're old, young, sin.
gle or marrled, comfortable or
restlesa, “Comin’ of Age,” now
playing ot the Attic Theatro in
Detrolt, is a sparkling reflection
of life.

Caplan Is not only a musical
playwright, but s wife, mother,
grandmother, and Interior design-
or who turned her design studio
into a muslc room. Working with
Wayno State Unlversity jazz pro-
fessor Matt Michaels, and pianist

‘Comin’ of Age’ is

Bernie Kate, Caplan has davoted
the st seven years to *Comin’ of
Age" — an experience that has
obviously reaped many rowards.

Director Daniel Yurgaitls hea
mads this production a joy to
ace.Chip” is our parmtor who
foels slighted by life's hardships
and dreams that seem to bo tak-
Ing & long timo in coming true.
One by one, be introduces the au-
dience to the other main charac-
tera, His father Frod gave him &
rather “simplified” version of
adulthood. Aunt Carolyn and Un-
cle Prank are upbeat relatives
who have a curfously “too per-
foct” relationship. Emily i the
neighbor looking for lovo after
finding out her husband had an
affair.

The voice of Emily (Nina
Kircher) Is lovely, particulasl

kceps the wudience captivated.

LIl Koufmann and Paul
Hopper are a blast to watch as
Aunt Carolyn and Uncle Fred.
‘Their satircnl lines and catchy
musical numbers auch as “Make
a New Friend Again,” and “Head-
lights, Taillighta” are show
stealers. Laurle Mocker of Red-
ford also deserves honorable men-
tion for playing various characters
throughout the pley, notably as
Carolyn and Fred's daughter,
Suzlo during the hilarious musi-
cal number “Bandwich, Sand.
Wlth;“

With book, music and Jyrics all
written by Caplan, one might
have suspected sume slower
moments in the play, but not with
“Comin’ of Age.”” Each area
been carefully constructed to cap-
tivate and [acilitste the aeudl.
ence's imaginath

during hor solo “I Just Want to
Love Agaln.” The performances of
Chip {Bran Schuls) and hle fa-
ther Pred (Mike Evans) show ob-
vious signe of hard work, and
years of dedication to the theater,
While this atory does have a
hi It Is def-

Tho plot seems faitly aimple,
yet it hits home in a specin] way
by addressing issucs that wo all
eventuslly deal with, “Comin’ of
ape™ (s a play that we may be soe-
ing for many years to come.

. Tami Tabacchi of Dearborn ia a

rather
{nitoly the muslc and comedy that

free- writer who speciolizes
in theater.
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i'eﬂection of life

Talented cast: The Generation Gap shrinks when the cast of “Comin’ of Age" sings and
dances in the Attic Theatre production written by Carole Coplan. Left to right (top
row) Mike Evans, Laurie Mecker (Redford), Brian Schutz and Lily Kauffman with

(bottom row) Paul Hopper and Nina Karcher.

Tour some of Detroit’s historical landmarks

Tour some af Detroit’s historic
tandmarks on day, Jul.

tage 'l“our" begins st 10:30 am.

luly 8.

The tours — the African Amer-
lcan Hetitage Tour, The Man.
sions of Ferry Avenue, and the
Magnificence on Woodward Ave-
nue: The Hecker Smiley Mansion
-~ center around life in Detrolt
from the late 1800s through the

For more information about any
of the tours, call (313) 222-0321.
B “The Afdcan American Her-

y, July 8, st the Detroit
Historical Museum,

Sitea visited on the 2'%-hour
walklng tour Include Detroit's
first African American hospital
Dunbar Memorial, the Lewis Col-
lege of Business and the Omega
Pel Phl Alumni House, all of
which Preservation Waymo calls
“a vital part of the community
created by Detrolt’s African
Americans in response to the seg-

DSO festival

One of the richest periods in
muaical history — the Baroque
Era — which dycsd some of

lodics on B

fute and hammered dulcimer.
P  acltbviti

tho great musical genjuses of all
time, including Bach, Hands) and
Vivaldi, will bo abowcased July 7-
8 during this year's summer De-
trolt Symphony Orchestra Hall
Festival — *Go Por "

F will begin
at 6:30 p.m. cach night and last
through Interminsion.

Fridsy night's concert will fea-
ture & full program of music by

regation in housing, employment
and basic servicea of tha era.™

“The Mensions of Ferry Ave-

pue” focuses on two major reno- .

vation projocts on Ferry Avenuo

— The $4 million rehabilitation
of the shingle-style Froer House
and the multl-building $4.6 mil-
lion Founders Inn bed and break-
fast. The 10 am. tour starts at the
Detroit Historical Museum sudl-

Johann Schastian Bach. Perform-
Ing Bach's Concerto for Vialin
and Oboe in C miner, will be vio-
linist Dmitri Sitkovetsky who
also conducts Featival programs,
uni DSO principal oboe Donald
Baker.

torjum with a brief alide overview
about the area, a former country-

firn Charfoos and Christensen,
Sweeping etaircases, rich stained

torical Socicty and Detroit-Ares
Art Deco Society Members, and

side that became a
neighborhood in the lats Victori-
an era.

Tho Hecker-Smiley Meansion in
one of the most stlking sights on
Wood Avenue. The home,
bullt by wealthy industriallst Col.
Frank Hecker, was once cad-
quarters for Smiley Brother's Pi-
gnos. The 100.year-old Gilded
Age mansion now bouses the law

.. music

showcases Baroque Era

Saturdsy night’s concert in-
cludes “Chacony” by Purcell.
Britten, an excerpt from the First

Suite of Symphenies by Mouret, |

Handel's Water Music Suite and
Vivaldi's hugely popular “The
Four Seasons.”

Tickets rango from 39 to $40.

glass d and 1

carved woods are the hallmarks of
the home featured on the “Magni-
ficence on Woodwan] Avenue--
The Hecker-Smiley Mansion™
tour. A brief slide show of the
house will be shown st 11 a.m. at
the Detroit Historical Museum.

310 for "

8 On Saturday, July 15, Prescrva-
tion Wayne is offering its own
tour of Detroit'a Historic Theatre
District. The three-hour guided
walking tour will give vizitors
anedeotal and architectural histo-
ry of the cinemas and theaters in
the area. Tickets for that tour arc
$10 for members, and $15 for non
members.

Ticketa are $8 for each tour for
Preservation Wayne, Detroit His-
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Maine Live Lobster Dinners $14.95
Lobster Pot (obster, shrimp, Mussell, Clams) $22.95

10% OFF YOUR NEXT MEAL
Excludes Buffet and Holidays. Expires 7-12-95

R CHARD LALE ROAD AND 14 MILE ROAD - Formington HIts
TOKYO JAPANESE STEAM HOUSE WikC HONG EXPRESS
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