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cony seat in the
grand old Al
hambra Theatre,
1 couldn't bhelp
but be pumped.
This was an sc:
tion movie crowd
poised for its
(irst look at what
Sylvestar Stal-
lone does best —
4—————— bring comic book
fharmcters to life.
» \What a disappointment that
Fudge Dredd” is sa, [ dare to say
it — dreadful. Remeraber, this
tomes from one of the few critics
fxho actually liked the new Bat
man movie and who, aler a week
Ln vacation without movies or
even television, wus ready to enjoy
even the trushiest summer block-
buster.

Here Stallone plays an armot-
plated, by-the-book policeman of
the future who is cop, judgr, and
etecutioner all rolled into ooe.
He's ot his bands full in “the
wursed earth,” which is overrun
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Stallone doe

by thugs and rioters.

When someone frames Dredd
for the murder of his barshest
ceritic, he is sent to a penal coluny
in Aspen. This is where the action
sturts — sart of.

Fur a movie as loud and esplo-
sive as "Dredd™ few of the action
scenes stand out. There's lots of
potential in a giant robot that
should bave a climactic battle
with Dredd, but he's defused —
fiterally — by the comic reliel
sidekick played by Rob Schneid-

er.

Blame the failure of “Deedd™
oo the robot-like direction by
British newcomer Danny Cannon.
He seems overwhelmed by the
project, trying to bold the reins in
on the ing story and apecial
effects, which grow gaudier with
each scene.

More intercsting than "Dredd”
is the number of great films it ripe
off including
& “Bladerunner’s™
design.

8 ~Star Wars' ~ Obi Wan Kenobi,
here in the hooded form of wise
o!d Max Voa Sydow. Not to men-
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s little justice t

tion the scrolled opening credita
with volce-over by James Earl
Jones.

B A duel atop the Statue of Liber-
ty ala Hitcheock.

A Tho family of sadistic caani-
bals from “Texas Chainsaw Mas-
sacre”

For his part, Stallone plays it
$tiff and straight, dispatching vil-
lains with lines like “case cl -~
and his tradematk “1 knew you'd
say that.”

His battle against arch nemesis
Armand Assante’s cloning
scheme bas little that we havea't
seen a hundred times before.

Statlone has msde recent pleas
to the press to take action movies
more seriously though “Dredd™
doea little to sdvance the art. Hia
shock at the MPAA for giving this
very violent movie an R-rating In-
stead of PG-13 shows how out of
touch Stallone is with reality.

The applause that usually
greets the end of an even so0-s0
premiere didn’t  follow “Judge
Dredd” Like me, the San Fran-
cisco audicnce spilled onto the
streets more woen out than stimu-
lated bry the experience.

To leave a messuge for John
AMonaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-

Adventure film: In a fiendish plot to overt
Stallone) is framed for murder and banis

bax number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, faz him o note at 538-7279,

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
aftematve movie heaters across
metro Detrort as reviewed by
Jonn Monaghan.
@ MAGIC BAQ THEATRE
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
(B10) 544-3030 for information.
($4: $3 studenta/seniors)

»Pulp Fiction™ (USA — 1935).
9 p.m. July 11. The theater has
tumed Quentin Tarantioo's su-
percharged comedy thriller Into &
“Rocky Horror™ of sorts, with in-
termitsion twist contest and T+
shirt and poster giveswayn. You
can count on one hand the sudi-
ence members who haven't men
the movie already.

~Quad:rophenia” (Britaln —

Rockers battle in 1960 Britain in
this well-made youth rebellion
film based on the hit album by
The Wha. Look for s very young
Sting as the Mod idol who is actu-
aily a bellboy.

E MARY ARTY

THEATRS
118 N. Maln Strect at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Films play through at
lewst Thursday, unless noted oth-
erwise. Call (810) 542-0180 for in-
formation and showtimes. ($8.50;
$4 atudents and matinee; $3
twilight}

“The Postman” (1 Postino™}
(ltalizn - 1995). The story of ex-
i1ed Chilean poet and diplomat
Pablo Neruds (Phillppe Noiret)
end his relationship with an

(;gJudge Dredd’

or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-

*The Bridges of Madison
County” {USA - 1995). Skepti-
ciam greeted Clint Eastwood
when he decided to bring Robert
James Waller's much-loved,
equally maligned novel to the
screen, but [t's not bad st all.
Mery} Streep plays the lowa farm
wifs whose chance encounter with

RUCHARD BLANSHARD

hrow the Judge System, Dredd (Sylvester
hed from Mega-City One for life.

papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48150.

chironlcled In this scclalmed new.
doxu mcnl;rny. -
B RIDFORD THEATRE .
17360 Lahser, Detrvit. Call (313)
537-2560 for information. ($2.50)
“Steamboat Bill Jr.” (USA -
1928). 8 p.m. July 6 only. Organiat

Pennls James will accompany o
screening of the Buster Keaton -

a worldly photographez (East. classle sbout tha son of a burly,
wood) changes her life forever. brawling riverboat captain who
“The Underneath” (USA - has to prove his mettle. Capping a
1995). This new peychological ] fon of the Amer-
thriller reunites “nes, lies, and vi- | ican Theatre QOrgan Society

deotape” dlrector Stephen Sodez-
bergh and sctor Peter Gallagher,
“Wigstock: The Movie™ (USA -
1995). RuPaul, Lypsinka, Crystal
‘Waters and Doce-Lite ars among

“Hello, Dolly!” (USA - 1969). 8
p.m. July 7: 2,8 p.tm. July 8 (or-
gan overture begins a half hour
before showtimo). Barbra
Streisand stars In tho film version
of the Brosdway favorite as
matchmaker Dolly Levi. Dirccted
by Gene Kelly and featuring Mi-
chael Crawford, long before mak-
ing it bigas “The Phantom.”

P
1979).9 p.m July 12. Mods and uneducated postmnan. the luminaries who celebratad the
toth i ry of Wigstock last
year. The multl-media event, &
glamorous drag version of Wood-
e stock held in New York City, Is
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