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'STREET SCENE

Abcve all others: At 68" tall, R&B artist Montell Jordan
is towering over his peers both in height at success.

Listener-friendly
Montell Jordan
mixes rap, R&B

BY Cl9TINA Froco
BTAFY WHITER

Part of the duties of being an
‘older brother include letticg your
younger sisters live off your popu-
larity. Fifteen-year-old Tracy and
12-year-old Jennifer Jordan aren’t
eny different.

Ever since their twentysome-
thing older brother, thythm and
blues sizger Moztel] Jordan kit

that's different. I'm pot eaying
f'm en innovetor or a creator. 1
took elaments that already exist.
od end did it my way. Tbe result
was something that pleased a lot

and maybe confused & couple peo-
ple in the process,” be added with
2 laugh

A former wember of his bome-
town church choir, Jordan “al-
waye™ takes the feeliops of his
congregation and family la con-
siderntion when he writes his
soT

“There’s 8 reapocaibility that
comes along with dolng sonp like
I'm not s perfect individual,

nae, saven
weeks and went platinum. (Tbe  ing to oe tbe (chance) Lo see that
album is gold ) On July 4, Jardan  I'm s kid from the strest.”
set off his own fireworks by When be sings about drinking,
relessing the second singe and vi-  be sald, be bopes listeners are
deo “Soenethin’ 4 Ds Hooeyz,” amart soough to “realite that
tune be cails the quintessectial they'rs pot old encugh and [ e
QBT $ODL. old snough and if they'r goans
“It's goasie be & ool socg It's  drink, prt & designated driver.”
£t o real summer vibe to it,” be But, be admita, there’s sonp on
said. =This [s How We Do It, that he
Three days later, be hits Pine  doesn't went bis sisters to bea,
Knob Music Theatrs as part of  like the fank “1 Wanna™ and the
Badweiser with  sexy “Midnight Interlude.”

Mary J. Blige and Boyz 1] Men. “At their ages, right now, they
The road to stardom was a know the stoff that they doa't
one for Jorden. He begen nesd to be listming to. If they
pianc at age 10 and by 14 wes & happen (o bear it oo the radlo, my
director of the Carver Missiceary parenis ere the typs of parenta
Baptist Church choir. Music took  thet would rather talk about it
a sideline until be earned a com-  and let them know that you dea't
munications degres from Malic  pesd to be listening to that untl]
ta's Pepperdine Usiversity In  you gt older. It's past of that

. whale respect thing™

For a while be split bis time ba- Howsver, Jordsn fesls thase
twsex end gongs were peceasary for al-
singing in — until bum in order to abow the “com-
planwering rap producer Russel]l  plate™ Moatall
Bimmons gt his hands oo Jor- T tryiag to let them sex all
den's damo tape. The mspect of  the sides of Montall . . . Thare
Jordan'’s tousic thot impresced are difSerent sides of Monteil
him the most wes Jordan'’s ability There's sn emothcnal and social
to combine rhbythm and bloss, side, s party sids, Lazy side, and &
jaxx, bluas and bip-bop, Jordan romantic eide Thers's o Justfal
recalled. aide of Montail Thers'’s » fresky
I think I've tried to make the  side of BMontall. All these things
musle aser-Giendly, | went to by come scross on thls album.”
the Macintoah of the industry. I Haudmwfwaaﬁ
would like [t to be whees biphop [ Men ond Mary J. Bige at 7
ln!haddnun‘nd:'llih Am. Friday, July 7, ot Pine Knob
thiz. This (e bop”; whorw Music Thestre, 1-78 and Besha-
RAB fans the song and sey  bow Rood, Clavkston. Tickets cre
“] like this. This is R&D.'" be $45 pavilion and $20.50 lewn. For
said mory information, call (310) 377-
“1 tried to create scxnothing 0100 or (810} 845-6668.
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To heuy by Speedball 12), Pansy Divison (1o0e-

Btrost
Scane Musie Live st (313) 25 ¢ & Fast-
forwed to the dt by ing 31 Te ropest &
mevergs, prees 4.

By CurigTINA Froco
HTATY WRTER

Spoedball singer/guitariat
Chuck Burns tock @ lot of stock In
the old joke “You can't chew gum
and wulk at the samo time™ when
he formed his rock band throe
years ego in Los Angeles. The
first time the former Westland
and Garden City resident jammed
with his quartet proved to be a
true test of his coondination.

“Thls is the first band I've ever
played gultar and aing (n,” sald
Bums who previoualy bad been a
drummer. “1 put Mike {Alenso,
drummer) and Bill (Kozy, guitar-
{ut) and Jeff (King, basalst/back-
ing vocalist) together one day just
1o got together and jam. It was ac-
tually to see if ! could stand up
and sing end play.”

“[t was cool. We just kind of
cw;lved froe that™ N

peedball — all of whom now
live o the Detroit area — evolved
into a rock band on the indrpend-
ent bard rock label Energy
Records which released tho
band’s debut “Do Usta Otbers,
Theo Split” on Tuesday, June 27.
It was produced by Steve Thomp-
son whoee credita include Guas
N' Roses, Metallics, Soundgar-
den, Madonna, Yoko Ono, Blues
Traveler, and Publle Enemy.

‘The band, which bas a cac-al-
bum, four-slbum option deal with
Energy, calebrates the relesse of
the CD with a party and perform.
ance Saturdsy, July 8, at St. An.
drew's Hall Ia Detroit.

“Do Unto Others, Then Split”
has & lot in common with Bums'

racing. The 35-min-
ute, 10-song CD speeds aloog
with its relentieealy addictive pul-
tar riffs and hook-ladea lyrics un.
ti] it craakes head fint into the
end of the CD before you realize
what hit you.

‘The first singls, “Hog™ s &
hard-rocking testarsent to motor-
cycls riding “Live fast, die young
Get cn your hog end ride,” Burns
aings rolling bis r's. “God of
Slumber” is another highlight of
“Do Unto Others, Then Split”
with its Clutch.like meonotons vo-
cals that build tenslon until they
caplode into the chorus “Refuse
to frel the pain. Some things just
owser change. Refuse to play the
game.”

On "Do Unto Otbers, Then
Split.™ Speedball weaves in and
out cf the rock, beavy metal and
alternative rock lanes. The band's
ability to diversify Is one of

puts pedal to metal
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Speeding along: Detroit rockers

Speedball — from left, drummer Mike Alonso, bassist/

backing vocalist Jeff King, guitarist Bill Kozy, and vocalist/guitarist Chuck Burns —
released their debut CD Do Unto Others, Then Split” (Energy Records) on Tuesday,
June 27, but the single “Hog" has already been added to a number of area radio

stations.
Spoedball’s selling points, Burns
said

“One of our streng pointa is we
like to hint at things. We like to
hint at beavy metal. We like to
hint at grunge. We liko to hint at
alteroative. But we'ro none of
those. We're fust a rock band that
kind of likes to dip Into different
valllea™

Although the band was formed
in Los Angeles, three quarters of
Speedball's members are original-
ly from suburban Detroit. (Bas.
alst/vocaliat Jeff King was a mili-
tary brat who lived all over the
United States.} Alonso moved out
west first in 1988 with his bend

which reconded an al-
tum for Epic Records. Bumns and
Kozy, who ere longtime friends of
Alonso, moved the following year.

‘The three remained friends in
Califarnia — King was Alonso’s
roommate — and got together to
jam after Katmandu fell part.
Burms st the time was playing in
a side project of Tracy Guns of
LA Guns called Killing Ma.
chine, and snother band called
Mother, (If you lock real close on
Alice in Chains’ "Dirt’ altum, one
of the guys is wearing a Mother T-
ahirt.)

As the band practiced, Alonso
sald, it was spparent that Speed-
Lall was their calling.

“Every song we wroto just got
cooler and cooler, (We thought)
‘let's duoit,’ " Alonso explained.

Eventually, Bums put the

1 to the metal, spun his tires
and left Killing Machine, which
released an album on Polygram
Records, end the druma in the
dust.

“It waan't until we started
playing out that I thought, “This
in it.” So [ finally quit Killing Ma-
chine and quit playing drums all
together,” Burns sald.

The fledgling band gigged
around the LA, club circuit until
the presaures of being under the
record Industry microscups got to
them.

*“This was tho first band I ever
played guitar end sang in. and
here wo aro and I'm playing in
Hollywood. Wo immedintely
started  getting  interest  (from
recutt) labels). | didn’t feel that [
was up to par with the rest of the
band. [ needed time to grow a8 a
singer/guitar player. It waas easicr
to come back here and do it be-
cause thero's less pressure here,”

Hurns said during an Interview at
his Oak Park home.

“In L.A. as s0un 83 yuu get any
kind of n buzz, vverybody comen
out and you'rs under a micros
scope. If you don’t get wigned
within the firmat couple of nonthn,
yuu might as well forget it.” !

The band, Including King why
had never been anywhero closo te
Michigan, packed Ita bags and
beaded back for Detroit. The
move was a valuable one, Alons
said.

“Detroil gave u. a litdo chance
to discover aur niche (und dincov-
er) eractly which direction we
wantrd Lo go in. We orero fighting
with it a little bit. Now we'te
focused on eractly what we want
tosound like.”

‘Touring is the next race thnt
Speedball ls up agalnat. Although
their schedule’s still tentative,
Burns isn't taking any chances.
He's getting in atl the deng racing
that ho can.

Specdball, Hoarse and Chicken.
hawh perform on Satunlay, July
8, at St. Andrew'a Hall, 431 E
Congress, Detroit. Doors open at 9
p m. for the 18 and older show. For
more infurmaticn, call (313} 961-
AELT.

Gay band emphasizes the positive

BY CHRISTINA FLOCO
¥rary wrmxs

In the three yesrs that Pansy
Divislon bhas been singing pop
sonp about the bomosexual Life-
atyle, they've paver encountered 8
bomopboblc crowd — untl] they
visited Detroit with Gresn Dey.

|oenocote t, on
July 11, st Alvin’s la Detroit.
The band is touring in
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from left, vocalist/guitarist
Dustin Donaldzon, fo

a5 L
Gay and proud: Mcmbers of the San Francisco alternative rock band Pansy Division —

Jo!"l Ginoli, bassist/vocalist Chris Freeman, and drummer

bocsues Nirvans [xaa took offense
to [t. The band’s leed singer Kurt
Cobaln committed sulcide & year

[

“People are reslly senaitive
sbout Kurt Cobaeln. It's nat &
parody (of the original). lht'l

not &
thlak

' rmer resident and member of Thought Industry —
aren’t afraid to write songs about their lifestyle.

slon hopes to give listetiers a poi-
tive look st the gay lifestyle,
Ginali said

“Part of the idea was to docu.
mant eomathing that reclly was
sexually posliive and rflect our
own ezpetiences which are
cxpatiences n terms of wa're
5 that we're gay. It hasn't been
! ) roses all the tme. Tho st
n

um(nwnﬂe«m-v'n
t about. Bometimes -'gn
t

“When we met him, one of the
things that he sald was he has
naver understood why people gt
80 upset aboul psy lnsuss. It's
never beens an lasye for him. . . .
Ho's very into the ldea of nupport-
ing o oy band aven though he's
not gay,” Ginoll sald.

“It something about us
too. We're In tho rock scens.
We've beenn gay since ws were
ovwn up. We've always had
stralght fHendy who orere in the

1y value our otrulght
fana. It's not & separatlst kiznd of
thisg™

Paney Divicion performa an all-
ages showat 7pm., and an 18 ond



