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At Home

THINKING OF

APPLIANCE DOCTOR

{ have met thou.
sands of consumers
who have replaced the
burners on the top of
theiz range or the ele-
tments  inside their
ovens. Many of these
folka have told me of
the frightening expen-
ence that oceurred
when the alement
failed

They've described
explosicns that sent flame and hot mol-
ten metal flying in all directions, unu-
sounds or & bole shot into
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Avomons: KiTeHens Bams
AND MIORE

cast-iron pot with navy pes beans and
chicken legs mized tugether innido this
large vessel, This secret family recipe
would sit in this bole for hours white he
continually kept the firo going on top of
it. He did this many, many limes using
the principle of boiling sand. My family
atill speaks of the great taste of foodd
that was prey 1 using this prehistoric
method. Let me explain how we are atill
using nand todsy and how it can create
an explosion.

When the bumers and elements aro
made for your stove, thera ls a amall,
thin wire run through the burner and

1 t that is d with sand.
When the wire is provided with electric-
ity, the sand begins to boil and the part
can become red-bot. During the period
of cooking wo somctimes have 8 splllage
of & food item that has en acid bese to
it. If a0, it is important o clexn the af-
fected ares as 3con as fezsible. Without
cleaning, what occurs is s pitting action
o tho burner or element, much tike the
rust fprming on the chrome bumper of &
car. Eventually, the pitting oction will
eat through the burmer or element until
it gets through to the boiling sand.
When this bappens, atmosphetic air

Keep burner elements clean

comes in contact with Lhe bolling sand
and an explosion takes place that ian’L
loud but is certainly very frightening o
anyune who obecrves this. Sparks can
fly along with plecea of the hot meta)
and cause m severe burn to someone

nearby.

Muny of the owner's manuals with
ranges inform us never to use a product
with an acid baso to clean our ovens un-
feas we cover the elements. Use rogular
household tinfoll to placs over the elo-
ments and then make sure to remove it
when done cleaning. A product I enjoy
using d msjor sppli when
cleaning is called Bon Ami. It's avail.
able st Damman Hardware and comes
in » bar form that lasts forever, Aa In
the words of my French father, 1 bope
this column makea a don ami out of
you,

Jor Gognon, the Appliance Doclor,
will answer your questions cbout main-
taining and repairing large appliances.
Gagnon is president of Carmack Appli-
ances in Garden City and does a weekly
rodio program on WJR-AM. He is ou-
thor of “First Aid from the Appliance
Doctor,” book
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“Trace in @ cro-tme $40 SLIP LCOrEoe hee, L Ny! €8 wOrm 4 10 Qwt On Liree?

Th |
e E E g @ This little hunk of software is only $19.95* a month.

O if you want to really save moncy—$190 a yeur,
Whichever.

 Because what you have when you get O&E On-Line! is ternfic.

' Fot starters there are no time limits; that’s like renting a car with
unlimited mileage! And there acen’t any houtly charges lurking
i the bushes either. Plus you have full accets to all the great

| computer stulf you've read about in thoe computer magazines
they keep sending you; Internet, the World Wide Web,

§’ computer shopping, chat groups, games...we ¢could goon and on.
! Just one moce thing, you're going to love the high speed, high
resolution of OXE On-Line!
‘, So if you're ready, we're ready.




