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Screens are an extraordinary decorative tool

Just as thero Is an
inordinate variety of
scroens there s an
{nordinate number of
ways to usae them.
They should never be
overiookod =a an ex-
treordinary decorative
tool.

AT First ot us explore
NAOM! STONE tho various kinds —
existing antiques, new,
and those made to or-
der. The Orlent has historically been
the primary source and origin of
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screens in literary sources dates from
% Chou Dynasty (208 B.C, to A.D.

).

The ultimats, most rare and most ex-
ceptional Is an antique Chiness “Coro-
mendel” (17th century). This name ln
given lscquered pancls that [ 1

@1 think my personel fa-
vorite is a screon by El-
teen Groy who was Irish
and a most Innovative de-
signer of tho years around
1907. This screen was cre-

painted an exemplary four-pantel scroen
in an abstzact sea motif of exquisite col-
ors and fi din p Tt f 1
Creativity never ceases!

Anse! Adams, the world-famous pho-
tographer, used some of his finest ex-
emples of eilver finished pictures. One
of very enlarged pina needles fashioned

many layers of material, the last of
theso coatod with a colored lacquer.
Into this thickness, figures or designs
are cut Ln intaghio, an Inclsed procesa.
This required great skill and extraordi-
nary patience. The rare ones can be cin-
nabar red, lvory or black, and even in a
lustrous wood graln. They are known to
have boen made in even-nuabered pan-
els, from two to 12

Nezt, and much coveted (also an-
tique?, were those paintod on paper, of-
ten gold-leafed, by distingulshed 161h,

ated of lacquered wood s fascinatingexsmple. | ber scroc,

squares held togother tooled or palnted. Incredibly cxquisite

with long alumlnum rods, embroideries and tapestiies exist in the

no hhge& Sho was many ll'z::lt;:ry of screens, sometimes French or
yenrs ahead of what we Aspirations

now conslder Coatempo- Wo have explored the ultimate in

ravy. scroens, but for most of us thess are

i B e 3

many others tow wo can asplre. Wo

g B g L o e voms cnj. a0 fashion our OWN by buying &

om. ’ 7 b}.&k:vm;&um&mﬁfudc-

[ ‘e can palnt or uer the framo

A singlo penel scrocn at the dootvy ', color that is permissible, but blsck

owner's wealth and status. i always “‘f'ﬂ?“m"‘“' center pancls

Modern times S b staator 8 bird and o

o,
I bave written at Jength about theori-  ral patiern, n evailsble In & wide varie-

gins of screens in the 17th century, but
1 would bo remiss i I didn't include the
wondrous contributions of the 19th and
20th centuries,

Louls Comfort Tiffany, of Tiffany
Jamp fame, around the tum of the cen-
tury exscuted a three-pane] opalescent
stalned glass scroen that was framed in
bmnt.n'. lt.lllwod daylight to edd to its

17th and 18th century Jap artists,
The pancls wera often bordered by wide

brocade ribbon when mounted.
Ono that | particuloarly recall was of &
huge chrysanthemum in pure whites,
(eaised from the back) and

Bome of the reversd and venerable
artists of these eras creatsd examples
that are incredible. Pablo Picasso got
Into the act with what §s the equivalent

highlighted with flecka of ap d gold
called Morishege. It could only be do-
sctibed 28 divine. Many of thls type
wero {rom = set, as many as 12 pleces,

of & four-panel painting entitled *Two
Muslcians” dated

1921, ezecutod In
12k 1

ty of qualities, from handpalntod by
skillod Oriental artists, to other costly
printed papers. Thers are also more
moderately printed pepers of similar
foeling, polych or multicolored
There aro mural wallpapers, also in a
variety of qualities. Or why not find a
fabric you love? It could be a printed
chintz or an incredible, beavily textured
doth in divine colors. Create your own!

Uses

Now for the uses of this creation. A
screen can be hung on & wall. You will
jocate appropriate hardware to accom-
?}l'h. this st a shop euch as Russell
E

mizod medla on ch pres-
sionist painters also applied their
akills, but the 1ist is too long to include.

I think my personal fmurito is &
mbylillmcny-homlﬂnh
and o most innovative deaigner of the

ated of L held to-

in Birmicgh It will be
sturdy brass, Oriental in description. A
scroen can occupy a corner, with ita bi-
fold hinges ensbling the panels to fold
in elther direction and, hand, 1
placed, merely for its decorative value.
A acreen can be pragmstic, and

>

years arcund 1907. This scroen was cre-

gether with long sluminum rods, no

binges. She was many years shead of

what wo now conaider Contemporary.
Thomaa Hart Benton, clres 1925,

] & Murphy bed during d.yum'e

DaxX DEANETATY PHOTOCAAFITR
Screen star: Eileen Grey, an in-
novative designer around 1907,
created this screen that was
made of lacquered wood squares
held together with long alumi-
num rods, no hinges.

od panels on each side.

At one time I used an unparalleled
very amall four fold screen as a pair of
doors to conceal a televialon that was
built into an sicove in the wall. I ob-
tained concealed hinges to hang them,
also st Russell Hardware. It was a dex-
xling wall decoration as well as & mar-
velous unobvious fake during the TV’
unused hours,

Review in your mind your personsal
needs, and then scarch out &n incredi-
ble screen to fulfill the peed, at the
same time being an awesome decorative
scceasory. : Y

Noomi Stone Levy, ¢ Franklin resi-
dent, is en interior designer and a for-
smer secretary of the American Society of
Interior Designers. You can leave hera

hours, at the sams time being b
ous with the mtof l.fw dacor.

we by dicling (313) 853-2047 on
touch-tone then her mailbox

Another app
closing off an archway, using three fold-

ber, 1897. Her fax number is {810)
644-1314.
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Retractable
Fabric Awnings

» Protnct yoursalf trom tho sun's rays.
« Easy Oporation - Manual of Motoxtrod
« 5 Ypar Waranty - Excolont Qualty

+ Aetractabio & Solf-Storing
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Superior Awning
1
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Mon-Fri. 9 am.-8pm.«Set-Sun. 11 am.-3pm. |




