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For a healthy lawn, water light

We garden writees
& - receive & lot of mail
sbout our special sub-
ject, and frankly, some
of it ls very confusing
Take watering the
tawns, for instance.
Ouoe repost aayw to
“avoid light, shallow
weterings -lnanﬁ.zm

GARDEN SPOT

roots to grow strong, and a few weeds
here and there in the lawn don’t bother
us. Grass in the summer will tum
brown, but we know that is a temporary
thing.

One point to keep in mind: & healthy
lawn can better handle the atreas of
heat, innecta, weeds and moisture loss,
By using the correct kind of grass seed
{or -od).in’our on0 5, many problems

can pr
root growth,” while an-
other says to water in-
frequently, but decply. All of the infor-
mation pgreea that watering during the
evening or at night may increase the
chance for discases to occur, therefore,
water between noon and 4 pm; the

laop is most thinszy then.

We surely had soce bot weather Igst
mouth, and July and August are tradi-
ticnally pretty hot and dry elso, 30 we
zmust first decide the best wxy to care
{or our Lewns 80 they will look the way
wo want them to look.

If we want a perfuct Lawn, we must
then make thet commitment to Certilize
- regularly, keep weeds under control snd

- woter when Decessary. If on the other
hand we just want greea out there, wo
can eliminets most of the fertilization

.- — orow 8 you is enough.

Fall is an excxilent time to allow the

‘Troy garden

By MasTY FicLey
Yrecia Wervza
The Troy Garden Club, a branch of
the Womsn's National Farm and Ger-
den Association, will have its 2152 an-
nua! garden walk, “A Sprinkle of Flo-
wers,” 230 s, to 2 pm. and 6-8:30
p.n. Wedneaday, July 12, rain or shine.
Tickets are 35 for ths walk only, $12
for the walk and » boz lunch. Lunc

can

Graases used in our part of the coun.
try are called cool-season grusses be-
cause ibey peefer the moderate tem-
peratures of spring and fall for their
best growth, They become dormant dur-
ing the winter and in the summer if
1hey aren’t kept watered when tempera-
tures are very hot. Kentucky blurgrass,
perennial rye and fine fescues are best
suited for us.

1 recently spoke with Greg Patchen,
Ouklond County Extension agent, and
he explained that the paw l.tdnkl&::

) ing is

ly but often

ki

about freq
best.
Graas roota normally get shorter duz-
ing the summer months and are only
two to hroe inches fong This ls be.
uﬁu}hmhmﬂul?ﬁw

y the
So light irrigation, applied frequent-
ly, will kecp the root rone moist, the

walk set

tended by Les and Lynoe Nurey of
‘Troy.

This couple ia {rom England, and the
variety and color in the prdm speaks

Troe time: Herb Broughton of Franklin recycled trees to make an
arbor and seating arca on his property,

thatch area will be moist and the organ.
ismms in the soil will get busy and keep
everything moving and beallby. Heavy
watering, especiaily on our urban lawns
with compacted soil, will just run off or
o beyond the ruota. So, the wond is, [re-
quent watering, about one to 1.4 inches
a wrek (or %-inch a day) Is best.

Peesonally, 1 till like a lawn around
my house. 1 don't have to have a perfect
lawn — a few woeda don't bother e, 1
love the violets in the spring. Now if
only we could grt the English Daisiea to

re!

Wo know that the pew composting
law is in effect in many communitics, 50
| urge you to compost, compoat, coin-
post. A mulching mower allows prasa
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elippings to be left on the ground and
DOESNT cause thatch. Gruss clipp-
ings can alswo be used to keep weods at
bey, as do other mulchea. Cail your lo-
cal public works department for theis
guidelines about yard wasts.

Herb Broughton of Pranklin lost a big
boz elder tree snd hed much of it
ground into chips. He Is lucky to bave
soma property, so be used the
chips to form an outdocr area at Lhe
edge of the lawn nesr the wooda. He
made an arbor of the large logs to form &
perimeter [or the area and used some of
the logs 83 seats, making & nice place
for entastaining. Nothing was symoved
from the property, thus asving a Jot of
refuse from going to » landfill,

*1t would have been a couple of tons
of refuss!™ Broughton sald.

Composting and using the leavvs
from ous Lrees, and otber grrden wasts,
cutting the Lewn to not lens than 2.4 Lo
throe inches will go a bag way to belp
this ofd Earth recover from the abxss It
has sustained the yeans
from a “throoswsy”™ mentality, This Is
s challenge that we all can be & part of,
and our grandchildren and thetr grand-
childrn will thank ua for It.

cane

TIMELY GARDEN TIPS
The Avant Gardenet reporta:

8 Cedar shavings and chipa make sn
effective insect-repelling mulch ~ some
gardeners say they can keep plants such
as tomatocs totally froe of insect dam.
age. An Oregon gandence reported they
also repelled stugs from bee prrenbouse
when Lhe walks were mulched with
cedlar chipe.

B From the same publication: Rhubarb
leaves, which cantain oxsllc scid, are an
escellent weedkiller. One gardener re-
porta the leaves kill dandeliona,
chickwred, etc. when lsid on the weedy
urea.

M Bosh bean, carrota, cucumbers and

jussh can )| now.

2ol

8 Chrysanthemums and astzrs can be
set [n the garden this month.

8 MOLE-MED has been Lested ot
Michigan State Unlversity and works to
repel moles, We spraysd it mround the
petimeter of the grrden and seem (o
have it \ groundb

ried our 14

 To receive o free brockure on Lhe fol-
lowing subject. prtables, fra-
grance gardening, pest-free gardening
cut flowers or pruning guide, send &
stamped, sclf-sddressed envelope to
Ames Lawn and Garden Toola, P.O.
Boz 1774, Packenburg WV 25102, Indi-
cate the title of the brochure you want.

Marty Figicy is an advanced moster
gardener based in Birmingham. You ¢cun
leaoe her o measage By dialing (313)
§53-2047 o a touch-tone phone, Usen
her mailbos number, 1653. Her fax num-
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