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toom: The “Still
Room” was used by
Geoarge Booth to
take naps. One of
the Booth children
painted an ornate
design on the white
ceiling.
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1 CRANBROOK
HOUSE

The Booths’ home at Cranbrook embodies the
arts and crafts movement

Story by Mary Rlemle, Stoff Writer
‘Phatos by Dan Dean, Staff P

ranbrock House, the home of Gearge
and Ellen Scrippa Booth and thelr
family, has long come into its own &8
one of the jewels of the Cranbrock

grounda.

“To Mr. and Mrs. Booth, the surrounding
buildings of the Cranbrook Educational
Community were important. To them,
their house was just whero they lived.
But Cranbrook Houso i a living trea-
sure, an enchanting embodiment of the
arts and erafts movement that the Booths
<0 strongly supparted and encouragod.
They started what is now called
Cranbrook Educational Community oa a
place where artists could live and work.
Georpo Booth was ane of the founders of
the Detroit Socicty for Asts and Crafta.
Cranbrook House contains many exam-
ples of rtistry. [t in o marker of the arts
a ovement, showing tha glory

futuro.

ouse
Road, between Woodward and Lahser in
Bloomfleld Hills, Guided tours are avail-
able 1:30 and 3 pm. Mondaya and 11
.. and 116 pan. Thursdsys through
ber, Lunch is offered noca
Thursdays with the tour; reservations aro
required.

George and Ellen Booth were married in
1887, The family lived on Trumbull in
Detroit, and enjoyed taking trips out to
Dloomfield Hills, which was country at
that time. Tho Booths decided ta buy

'y in tho area,

propert and sclocted a par-
colof 174 acres in l!lmmﬁlld Hilla.

Kept. The blacksmith'a shop becamo a
library, a silo an obacrvatory. Tho
namo “Cranbrook” was that of Booth’s

villago in En

Cranbrook House is filled with fascinat-
ing features, treasures of all sizea.
Ceilings bear delicate moulding patterns.

obs and sconces aro small works
of art. Peneling is handcarved.

hings aro original, Windows aro
Jeaded {onc contains a likenesa of 8
beloved pet dog).

Treasures from around the world are
here, including arts and crafta period
picces. An antique Chiness plate on ono
‘mantel was used by the Booths ta serve
plum pudding at Christmas.
Fascinating rooms

Tho Ok Room is lined with pancling in
& linenfold pattern, resembling gathercd
cloth, The first pane] was made by hand.
Around tho top of the room are eclarful
cartouches, symbols depicting cvents in
tho Booth family's life. Tiles around tho
fireplace show acenea from the Biblo.

rgo Booth, o metalimith beforo b

& bust of George is nearby.

arby. Another
painting, don posthumously, ia of George-

and Ellen Booth, with Cranbrook build-
ings behind them.
The library, nearly 60 fect long, h&l;

ierco
Cran! lesigned
&-:.ad architeet Albert Kahn, who also

red and built a cabinet in tho recep-

tion hall. The fisst part of the house was

loted in 1908, Two

com major
b Osk Tloom and ibrarys wero
A%:I lates.

Tooths decidod Lo develop an art

educational community on the estate.
Booth

wanted to convert work

ing
farm buildings. This wasn? foasible, Lut
the general shapes of the structuros ware.

beauty of o itoms. Many media

depict wetual figures in tho arts

crafta disciplincs, slong with an inserip-
ton in medieval Ioitering: “Noture 1
Loved; Next to Nature, Art." The piane in
the rocm was used by Leonard in
when he waa at Cranbrook composing
*West Side Story.”

There was alwaya a full table for
Sundsy meals in the formal dining room,
which geata 24. Such luminarios as srchi-
inen as well aa studenta

wero often invited. The chairs were
designed for the room. One of the five
Booth children, a son, sawed the finials
off tho chairn after a maid caught her
sloove on a finial and apilled soup on &
guest.

‘The Tapestry Room cantains 13th and
14th century tapestries, magnificent in
their intricate work. One shows the
Three Wise Mcn on their
tho Christ Child, another
Lady of the Manor coming upon 6 band of
gypaies, another Joan of Arc. The latter
tapestry was don in overlay weaving
that gave it depth. This room was origi-
nally the butler's pantry; it becamo &
family room when the Booths cloe=d
down part of the house during World War
0.

George Booth's gentieman farmer offics
veas @ small, cazy room off the reception
hall. Workers could speak to him through
a oo on the porch without bringing
their dirty boots through the houso.

Later the Booth children mode this into
a room for Ellen, putting up plasterboard
%o make it lighter, Recently tha room was

1o the way it was when Mr.
Booth used it. It was discovered that tho

‘paneling was intact. The fire-
placo with its Pewabic tile, however, had
Dboen taken npart. Powabic Pottery was
sblo to copy tho eriginal tile.

Another emall room was called the “Still
Room.” It was where Mr. Booth would
take naps. A Booth son painted the white
eeiling with ornate, colorful figures and

designs.

The back porch (which contains hanging
light fixturcs designed by Dan Hoffman
of the current Cranbrock architocture
depariment} looked to what is now
Kingwood Lake, farmerly the mill pond.

‘muttered bout how

After Georgo

a low stona wall biocked the vicw, an

enterprising son went to work agaio. This

timo tho younger Booth demolished part o Room: This room contains linenfold

ofthe ﬁ;“ﬂm:’,‘m view s fathet  paneling and cartouches representing events
malsaton is $7 for o houso tour, which 4% the family's life. The portrait is of George

includea visiting Cranbrook Gardens, Booth's father, the bust is of George Booth. .

plus $10 for lunch (availsble only with

Thureday tours). Call (810) 6453148 for i

‘nore inSrmation and harcheon roservations. .




