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e're still surpnsed that some busis
W feas sharpie 1we believe the modern

word 14 “entreprencur”) hasn't
cashed in on our wonderful idea for a bumper
~ticker with a bocal tlavor,

1 SURVIVED THE FARMINGTON
FOUNDERS FESTIVAL? the bumper stickers
would 23y Thes'd be fur sale at booths along
Geand River dunng the festival next week.

Wotldnt that be something to sev on vans
: truck« arvund here?
1lers Festival, that old standby
myiaking, 18 coming up.

Y Over the past three
ery Featival has bevome
Farnunglon summes

e Founders Festival
with a chicken barbe-
emple at Farmington
Uver Foe the better part of
v Thuryday throuzh Sat-
the festival will rtge in

o lots of downtown

e

et emphasize that we're not being
featival

cal whoop-de-do was a great idea

ted tn 1964 [2's sull a good
years later It wasiand sull v an us-
0 ¢rafl an ecenomic eventoa to a

£ serse of communuty,

34 we do every year, let us remind
faeet the founders i the featival.
crignal intent was to henor the

Survive — and enjoy
Founders Festival coming up

community’s past s Michigan's first Quaker
settlement.

But, with ¢neruaching cummereinlism, it's
easy for the historiea) flavor to fude. One way
to remember the cummunity’s roots i3 to visit
the Furmington Historical Muscum, the for.
mer Warner Mansion vut Grand River just
west of downtown.

The muscum, owned by the city of Furm.

! ington and operated by the Furmington His.

torical Society, will be open 18 pm. Friday,

July 14, and from t-5 p.m. Saturday, July 15
QOf course, the big event of the festival is the

parade, scheduled for the morning of Satur-

day, July 15, on Grand River Avenue.

On that day — s on every day dunng the fes-
uval, really — prople will be packed tightly into
downtown. To make the event fun for all, veter-

! an parde-watchers offer the following advice:
| @ Amve at the parade carly enough to find o

safe and legal parking spot. 1€ you are parking
11 2 netghburbood, be considerate of the peo-
ple who live there, Dun't block drivewuys or

. park 1n no-parking zones.
- @ Don't grt into a tussle over what appears to

bee a chuice spot fur viewang the parade. You
can be sure there are many goud locations

| from which to sev the parade.
' B Small children should be kept out of the pa.

rade route and 1n sight at afl tmes, I you're
taking young kids to the parnde, talk to them
tefurvhand about what they should do if they
become separated. Tell them to find a police
officee. Make sure they know their addrvesses
and their parents’ full names.

1f a bit of common sense is employed during
that hectic week, youl! survive — and enjoy
— the 31t annual Farmington Founders Fes.
tval.

ﬁu unpredictable as the fire-

w13 ard bottle cuckets that prosecu-
wrs, business caners and police wrangle aver
eierTy Wwms

The round-robun legal battlea — that gener-
ally fizzle when July Fourth celebraticns have
cozme and gone — iustrate the need for a
change in the state fircworks law.

Greater definition and clarity are required
in the s2aiute that in geeeral makes illegoal
anything that maves, spins, leaves the
ground, emils a report or shoots.

State law allows the sale and use without 8
permit of anly o mited type of fireworks, such
ns sparklers, fountains and emoke bormbs.

The legal maneuverningy, in response 1o
locphales devised by business owners and
- their altorneys, circumven? the lxw that is

clearly intended to proteet the public.

The law's lack of specific definitions and eon-
- ditions has beeome a breeding ground for cre-
- ative loopholes znd loose interp ions. One
. such rcheme used by a Canton fireworks busi-
: ness, which holds a wholesale permit, had coo-
: sumers join an association in the belief they
* could buy prohibited fircworks, return July
+ Fourth and shoot them off at a specificd site.
. Anocthar angle is used by busincaaes that
{.stat~ sales of prohibited

0

sell to Michigan retail consumers on the
premise that they will take them out-of-state

Fireworks law

i

i
i
i
i

needs

fixing

peTe

BLL Fe2aLznYTArY MW rvraastas
Confiscation: A Michigan Stale Police
officer loads alleged illegal fireworks
into a semi-trailer. The confiscation
has taken the fircicorks issue to courts.

wha buy are breaking the law, as are the basi-
neses who sell. Police are doing their job by en-
fuzcing the exieting law, despite its
imperfoctions.
The vague fireworks law has allowed 2
myriad of interp i ive loophol
and mounting coots on taxpayers for a court
syite that can'’t come to terms with the law.
If something is broken, fix It. The stato fire-
works law is surely broken and necds mending.
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in Canaca lshing was in Flonds c ogas in
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Thanks, Observer

1 behalf of conductor Paul Barber and
0 the 60-plus members of the Farming-

ton Commumty Band, we would ke to
thank the Fartmngton Obseover fur voverige
of vur events durnn the 19948405 reason

Your enveraye and hatsng of uur cuncerta
helped to communicate to the community the
support and cultural vojoyment the FCB
brings to the Farmungton and suerounding ar-
cas.

Thank you again for your support. W look
forwand to working with you fur the 1995896
season which will be the J0th concert seisan
fur the FCB.

Robert ¥, Whaley, vice president,
The Farmington Community Band

y personal and heartfelt thanks to the

We should be proud
Farmington Beavtification Commuttee

M for 1ts wonderful work, and fur mak.

g my moming walk mare enjoyable.

The beautiful flower pota that have been
placed all throughout the dewntown area and
the care that has been gaven to alt of the de-
tazls are o joy to see. I've watched st all evolve
for the last severul montha and [ for one, ap-
preciate their hard work and devotion.

Our city should be very proud of the people
who give so much of their ime and effurt to
this wonderful project.

Pat Thoresen, Farmington

Thanks for coverage

n behalf of the Farmington/Fammington
o Hilla MultiracialMulticulturat Com-

munity Council, I want to extend my
appreciation to Hifl Coutant for the excellent
anticle which appearcd in the June 12 edition
of the Farmington Obtervrr conceening the
town mecting eonducted at the Farmington
Hills Activities Center on Wedneaday, June 7.

The article cifectively eaptured the commu-
nity's commitment to reansuree thefackaon
fasmily that the barrible vandnlism which took
place ot their home in no way reflrcted the
values and norma of the Farmingtan commu-
nity.

Wao are alao grateful far the ongoing cover-
age of the council’s’ monthly "forum™ meet.
ings.

. This is olao an appropriato opportunity to

i remind your readeres that the council is cam-
mitted t our mission W amprove nwe relas
tions and to pruwote o climate that includes
all people,
By the end of the summer, U council wil)
tdupted new guals for fubfilling vur over.
! all misaion
i Residents and other intereated parties are
1 also remindisd that the monthly forum meet-
Uings ure ~scheduled for the second Taesday
from 3 n.m. to 9,15 a.m. nt the Furmington
Traning Center.
The fiest forum for 199596 ix scheduled for
Tuesday, Sept. 12
Additional information is avialable from the
city managers’ offices in Farminpton t471-
55000 and Furnungtan Halls (4730500, umik
i the superintendents office of the Farmington
Schools (IRH-33380,
0. thanks to the Observer for effective
ul thee eouned’s activities and, partie-
| ularly, for ats rensitive treatment of the com-
! munitys responase to the vandalism at the
Jackson home,
Ann Therese O'Sullivan, chair,
Farmington/Farmington Hills Multira-
clalMulticultural Community Council

|

Farmers do better

or many years | used to think vighth.
F geade farmers rometimes could do better
than the politicinns in Washington.

Today } wish to xay [ believe sometimen
cighth.grade farmers can do better than some
lawyers are doing.

Interestingly, the Bible reada, “For the wis-
dom af this warld is foolinhness with God.” An-
other tranalation better puts it, “For thes
warld's cleverncas is stupidity to God.™ (1 Cur,
J:1;

Today if n person drives an nutoe and makea
plana (participates) robbing a bank with a acc-
ond perron, both are guilty. Both would be
punished.

If n man engineerm a plan, firninhes the
equipment, defivers it to the individual with
inatructions to kil (to kil s the purpose or in-
tentl, the lawyers cannot make up their minda
conerming Dr. Jack Kevorkinn,

1t a time to bring in some eighth-grmde
farmern, T undeestand businesa ia burinean
{lawyers aced money), but 1 think the people
of Michigan have waited long enough fur some
good scrvice.

Leslle E, Bwanson, Farmington
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, e think about community journalism

pup

in 6 fundamentally different way than vnr bigger competition, They conaider themaclves to b

independent from the storics and itiext

hey couver, ping in to write the unusual or

sensational and then daxhing off to cover something else. We regard oursclues as both accurnte
Journalists and as caring citizene of the communities where we swork.”

~ Philip Power




