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What'’s in store?
Local DDA was right to ask

R, goud for the DDA, They buthered
w to ask the community this time und,

the way we hear it, the community
is responding in & most positive manner,

~They™ in this case are the people who run

Farmington's Downtown Development Au-
thonty. They've been asking, through a
Farnungton Observer clip-and-mait coupon,
what sort of pew businesses readers would
like 10 see in downtown Farmington.

Appareatly, a lot of people botheerd to
comment, clip and mail, and that docan’t sur-
prise us one bit. Farmington folks usually en-
joy telling you what’s on their minds

We remember the time ubout o year and a
half ago when the Great Mascaic Temple Sign
Debate was ragng tn Farmington. The Ob-
server set up a telephone survey on the sub-
jeet.

We expected a few phosie calls about the
controversial grevn sign ot Farmington Road
and Grand River. What we got was i ventable
Niagara of opton — at least 40 calls :n about
30 hours — with moat callers trashing the
sign.

Maybe officialdom should kave asked the
community for its thinking befure attempting
to tinker with that corner. Perhaps a couple
of acrimonious debates could have been
avoided.

But that was then; this is now. We're
pleased that the DDA is «as concerning itsetl
more with the business climate of downtown
Farmington, and ‘bt asking the community
for input oa the subject.

|

B The economic salvation of sub-
urban downtowns like
Fermington's iles with the small
businoss paople, the so-called
entroproneurs.

As we've said in this space before, enough
with the fancy signs, clock towers, 100-pound
pumpkins and go-cart ruces. Let's huve some
koing businesses in these atore fronts and
strip malls.

The DDA, the city, the Chambere of Com-
mercr and. yes, even the Realtors and land-
lords must work together to get as much
budincess as possible downtown.

Most people understand that the economic
salvation of suburban downtowns like Farm-
ington's lies with the small business people,
the so-called entrepreneurs.

Let's make it as easy and pleasant as pos-

* sible for such people to be in business here.

' Let's not make them jump through hoops

with nagnng sign ordinances, unrealistic
rents and other restrictions.

So many suburbanites — especially those
Living tn «ubdivision cities ltke Farmington
Halls and Livonia — seem to be looking for a
point of identity and a sense of community
that are s0 often associated with an old-fash-
ioned city crater.

Duwntown Farminyton is that peint for
tens of thousands in this arca. It will costin-
e to be as lung as officials take care of busi-
ness and histen to the pecple.

Drug tests’ focus: saving lives

sured to act in the wake of the recent
LS. Supreme Court ruling allawing
student athletes to be tested for illegal drugs.

Even though the “Just Say No™ eras
pase, it's still politically papular to target
drug abuse.

Drug abuse remains a major problem, es-
pedially among young people.

Yet, school officials need to think the is-
sue through clearly. Young lives are at stake
here. A drug policy based on punishment, or
worse, on inccnsistency, ¢an cause more
harm than good.

Oce question demands answering right at
the start: Why ahould socicty limit it to ath-
letes?

Certainly, there is a legitimate cause to
. test student athletes for steroids. Steroid
abuse not only poses  serigus health risk to
the users, but also poses a serious injury
risk 1o non-users as they compete against
these artificially bigger. stronger and swifter
foes.
 Steroid abuse, though, isa’t réally the is-

sue here.

This ie really an attampt to change atu-
dent behavior by holding out athletic partici-
pation as 8 reward for those who forswear
illegal substances.

_ Again, it bears asking: Why athletes? The
* high eourt holds them cut to be role models,
but are they any more so than Acxdemiz All
Stars?

Why should students face 8 drug test 1o
. bounce a basketball but not to toct a tuba?
 Why should the football team be subject to
© drug testing if the chess team ian't?

Mars to the point, what do we do with

E ocal school buards no doubt will be pres-

these athletes who fai) their drug tests?
Profeasicnal sports have provided a dubi-

" ous example at beat. The New York Yankees®

sizning of admitted drug abuser Darryl
Strawberry is just the latest example of pro-
feysional teams being mare than happy to
give second, third, fourth and fifth chancea
for more) to talented, but troubled, athletes.
The same shifting standards shoald not ap-
ply to student athletes.

Even the locsely enforced professionn}
rules require athletes to enroll in treatment
programs as a condition of their return.

it's even more important that school
guidelines offer ways for studenta to get pro-
fessional help.

Schoals have an obligation to help trou-
bled students. Kicking a drug abusing stu-
dent off the track team does nothing to help.
Directing that student into treatment does.

That brings another quention: Who pays
for treatment?

Ifthe dent’s pa: are d by
health insurance, and if that health insur-
ance policy covers drug treatment, it's not an
issue. But, remember, we live io a country
where millions of adults are uninsured, let
slone children.

What will be done to encourage the unin.
sured into treatment?

. These are all tough questicns, but they
caust be answered before echool districts
adapt a drug testing policy.

It’s ensy to adopt rules, tougher to enforce
them.

It's easy to say you've done eomething to
combat drug sbuse, tougher to actually do
something, tougher still to zave young lives.

But that is really what's at issua,

“t Ik 10 show
off my hat.”

LETTERS

Yo a good teacher

n any given duy, we can find an article

or an editorial in our local newspapers

discussing the problems of public edu-
cation. On the other hand, we rurely see or
hear of the successes in our local clnasrooms.

[ was very pleased to write the following
note to my son's scventh-prade English and
math teacher, Mr. Koponen, at O.E. Dunckel
Midd!e School.

This teacher cxemplifies “excellence in edu-
eaticn® and as parents we have been very for-
tunate to have had our son in his class.

“Dear Mr, Koponen,

Thank you so much for the wonderful edu-
cational experiences which you have provided
for our son, Erik, this past ycar.

Your dedication and hard work have moti-
vuted the students 1o go beyond the basica and
apply the skills they have learned to meaning-
ful real-life situntions.

The endless hours that you spend pl

I ece no political dereliction on his part in
supporting Sowerby. In fact, your contention
that politica in the Hills is supposedly non-
partisan is an asinine assumption. It never
was despite ballot designation to the contrary.

You chortle sbout Vagnozzi's “distin.
guished™ stance on the Timbercreat flasco. May
§ remind you that ho was part of the “gang of
seven™ who raised our taxes again recently.

Joyes Sterling’s letter, following Grant's
rambling mea culpa, falls into your pattern of
only publishing lotters 3, hetic to your
philosophical bent. Both writers directly quote
“dirty politics” in condemning anyone who dif-
fors with them. A remarkable coincideace,

You have committed a great disservice to
this community by impugning Mr. Sowerby’s
integrity as well as engendering bitter unimos-
ity between neighbors of differing political hus,

What a far cry from Mr. Power’s contention
that hia mission is to serve “as caring citizens
of tha itica where we work.”

projecta, working with studenta nfter school,
and attending school functions are greatly ap-

preciated.
Have o safe and enjoyable summer.”
Walt and Jeancite Bohland,
Farmington iille

Go, Mr. Editor
hank you for your June 29 editorial and
lotters. Now we citizens of Farmington
Hills can sec for ourselves, beyoad nny
doub, the reality of politics, Obscrver-style:
either suppart this paper In all of its perfidy,
or “Butt out, Joe!™™

Consequently, Mr. Editar, | say to you, in
paraphrasing Mr. Welsh when ho admonished
the then notorious Sen. Joe McCarthy, “Go, in
God's name, go. You have outlived your use-
fulnecss here.”,

Albert Rosen, Farmington Hills

Great open housa
ho Farmington Hills Police and Fire De-
partments should be very proud of the
held here this month.

exceptionally fine open house that was
The officers and fircfighters were very
friendly and forthcoming with much useful,
it : :

Some simple analysis reveals your |
tencien and conteadictions. In fnct, your own
words, be they couched by readers Guthrie or
McKenzie, or the editorial itsolf, cond
you for the political tricksters that you are.

Examples: Guthrie says Sowerby gave
thousands 4 Knsltsnberg, but Grant and
Vagnozai gave nomina) amounts — if any.
McKenzie adds, "Rumor has it® Knollenberg
in 8 "local® mce the “climate” of kel govern-
ment “charnctes” of Sowerby.

ditoria) says, “Knollenbery's
ment of Sawerby is a political slapping of
Vagnozzl.” But nowhore do you admoniah
Vagnozsi for refusing to resign from Council
while running for mayor. Is not auch reticence
on your part pure political chicanery of even
worse degree?

Purthermore, where do you got the effron-
tery of chaatising Knollenberg for “butting in®
in Hills politica? Is ho not our awn ropresents-
tive in Congrees with hands-on communlea-
tion In our dlstriet?

e, an ing data pertaining
to their particular fields.

It's almost unbelicvable that these people
have so much knowledgo and information
available to them through their own personal
experiences and sophisticated equipment.

There ia a knack to ovary vocation and it
xecms tho officials horo know their trade,
thoroughly. I fearned somothing about police.
canine tralning, firo truek procedure, and
fircarms. Thera wasn't really enough time to
cover everything, and 1 wish it were hold at
least four times por year.

The visiting public seemed to enjoy the dis-
play greatly, as 1 did. When one sces this kind
of show Envolving the public, it makes you kind
of glad that you live (n Parmington and Farm-
ington Hilla. This is a good example of commu-
ity relations with the citizens living in our

ares,

Police Chief Dwyer, take a much deserved
big bow,
Leen L Schoichit, Parmington Hills
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Our Mawon: *Because we publish community

)

we think about community journalism

in a fundamentally differant way than our bigger compwtition. They consider themseloes (o be

hey cover,

independent from the storles and iti

{ and than dashi

ping in to write the unusual or

off to cover something else. We regord ourselves ae both accurate

Journalists and os caring cliizena of the comniunities twhere e work.” g
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