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SMART changes bus routes,
schedules public hearings

By PAT Munriy
BYAYY WEsTRR

For Jefi Kline, the proposed
changss In the SMART bus
routas are almosat God-aent.

“My warkers won't bave to welk

0 lu. uld Kline, nnernl mana-
goe of Tick in

SMART flset — that traveled
maln arteries ks Woodward and
parts of Rochester Road. While
the line-haul buses wers filled to
near capacity at peak periods,
they sometimos ran nearly empty

often p Ing derisive,

vice maln corridors l!nkinl the
wuburbs to doemtown Detrolf
But amall buses and vm will
be the worihoru. accarding to
SMART p and flexibllity
will ln tho byvon‘l. Riders will, fnl

Farms,

Kllne estimates that 10 porcant
of bis 500 workera roly on
SMART (Suburban Mobllity Au-
thority for Regiona! Transporta-
tion) to pet ta their jeba, Since
1989, however, most bav taken a
SMART bus to the intersection of
Twelve Mile Road and Telcgraph,
and then walked last hall & mile
to the tmaster office at 30160
Telegraph.

“h'a OK in good weather,” he
uld. “But in the winter, it's

ough.™

'I‘Nt ia scheduled to change,
however, once the new SMART
routea are in place, probably in
January. One of the new routes
calls for SMART buses to travel
Telegraph Road from the down.
river community of Taylor to 14

Mile Roed [n Bingham Farms
and Franklin.
Previoualy, there was no

SMART servico along T

“They'ro like dincsaurs,” sald
Oskland County commissloner
Shelley G. Taub, R-Bloomfleld
Hills, ullin‘ them haldovers from
s bygone age.

Suppo:un — including Oak-
land County Ezecutive L. Brooks
Patterson — acknowledged
SMART was Inefficient. But he
urged voters to approve higher
taxes with the undsmstanding
drastic changea were forthcoming.

Rebuilding SMART might be
dlfficult, Patterson scknowledged.
But scrapping the tranait system

starting over — as some crit-
fes wanted to do — would be im-
practicsl, if not impoasible.

Approve the June G millage,
Patterson promised, “snd wo'll
convert SMART Into a world
class transit system that people
will went to join."”

Tho “want to joln" comment
wea a n!ennclol to !;aﬂuen\hl

1ol ike Neld

SMART buscs might Intersect
with Telegraph. But thers wea no
direct service along the major tho-
roughfare.

‘Tho new toute along Telegraph
is one of the changes SMART will
begin outlining moxt week, as
trunait system offlcials begin a se-
riea of mestings designed to tall
voters what they will get for the
tax hike they spproved last June
6.

“This is cutting-edge stuff,”
sald Bloomfleld Hills resident
Matthew M. Wirgau, who Is
chairman of the SMART board.
“And it's just the beginning.”™

To bear Wirgau and other
SMART officials tel]l i, the
changes will indecd make
SMART » first-class transit sys-
temn. ‘They clcim to have incorpo-
rated features from other syatema
and tallored them to Oukland
County needa.

Critics havoe long eccused
SMART of being an expensive,
ineflicient bureaucracy, saddled
with indifTsrent workers protected
by bountiful union contracts.

Often cited as the symbol of
that inefliciency wers the 40-foot
lire haul buses — largest in the

Hilla, Rochester Hills and West
Bloomfleld that decided against
taking part in the June 6 SMART
millsge election.

When those communities “opt-
ed out” of tho election, thelr maln
th with SMART were severed.

ART buses — the 40-footers
as “ll as small shuttles that in
some communities provided rides
to the handlcapped and the elder-
ly — no longes operated in those
communities.

Patterson, Wirgau and others
hope that changes in the routes
and service will prompt sowme of
those communitles to “opt back
in.” that is, to rejoin SMART.

John L. Grubba, dzputy county
executive, sald soms communities
have approached hlm about re-
joining SMART. But they're
doing so quietly, and none of
those communities are ready to
publicaly commit.

Officials hope the changes —
with new routes and innovative
service — will help chenge all
thst.

To hegin with, there will be
fewer 40.foot buses. Some will be
eold off and replaced with zippler
29-footers. The glant will still eor-

be able to:
[ 'rnia . SMAR‘P shuttls fmm
McCann Erckson in Tyoy to
Norm's North I’.aum Street Sta.
tion in Birmingham for lunch.

B Call a tazl — at SMART ex-
pense — Iif they ride the tranalt
system Into s deslgnated “Job
Zone™ and have to leave carly be.
cause of an emergency, such as
having to pick up a alck child at
echool.

# Ride s SMART bus to ope of
two “Job Zones™ - ons In Auburn
Hills and the other {n Troy-Bir-
mingham — then catch a shuttle
to the job location. Another shut.
ts will pick the wotker up at an
appointed time for the retum trip.
& Ride SMART (rom Livonlas to
the Farmington Hilla campus of
OCC, and then a shuttle to a job
site along Northwestern Highway.

“We had to make changes,”
aaid Dirks. “But we have to Initi.
ate thooo changes from the com.
munity up. We can't design the
system, lmput from the commu-
nity will shape our routes and our
"M“"

Some proposed changea are
routine, even fundamental. When
the changes are approved and Im-
plemented — probably in Decem-
ber or Januasy -~ SMART riders
will be able to:

@ Get from Southfield to Royal
Osk — along 10 Mile or 12 Mile
rosds — without tranferring.

® Go from the Eastland Mall to
Telegraph Road without transfer.

ng.

SMART has schaduled e eeries
of aix meeatings, two each in Ma-
cormb, Oskland and Wayne coun.
ties. The Oakland meetings will
be at 1:30 p.m., Thursday, July
27, in the Senlor Conter Commu-
nity Room of McDonnel! Towers,
24400 Civic Center in Southficld,
and 7 p.m. on the same day in the
Pontisc Public Library st Pike
and Wide Track.

A public heating on the
SMART changes Is scheduled for
noon on Aug. 17 at SMART head-
quarters on the 9th floor of the
First Natlonal Bullding, 6560
Woodward, in downtown Detrolt.

Oakland County meetings listed

Suburban Mobility Authority
for Reglonal Tr Jon will

routes are designed “froma the

begin saries of six mestlngs In
Mzcorod, Oskiznd and Wayne
counties next week to outline pro-

Wmcﬁdmﬂd&b!ﬂlﬂ'
board of directors, who sald psw

up.

‘There will bs two public meet-
inge in each of the throe countles,
foliowed by a public besring «t
tbs SMART headquarters o
do;:.m DouolL

Oukland mect!
:;’I.wp.m..'n:um Julyz’l lt

24400 Civic Centar in Southfield,
and 7 pum. on the same day in the
Pontisc Public Library at Piks
and Wide Track.

‘The public hearing ts sched-
ulvd for noocn on Aug 17, at

8enior Cen
Room in the McDonnell Towers,

headquarters on the Sth
llmf of tho First anloul Build-
ing, 680 Wood
Detroit.

"RMA PHYSICIANS ASSUME OWNERSHIP OF TWO OF
ST. MARY'S HEALTH CARE CENTERS

“Aeply In Porson AtThe Medical Fitnoss Center
179840 Farmington Rd. (between 6 & 7 Mile Rds), Livonia
This Saturday & Sunday 9:30-1:00 PM

s 1 0 & T 1 LR
302 $. Washington ¢ Royal Osk » 810 543-0470

Let 'em eat plel

Any way you slice it: One
of the best places to be on
Thursday, July 13, dur-
ing the recent Farming-
ton Founders Festival
was the basement of the
First United Methodist
Church, site of the judg-
ing of the Festival Pie
Bakhing Contest. In the
above photo, judges
Karen Lakatos of Merle
Norman Cosmetics and
Mark Ziegler of Heeney-

Sundquist Funeral Home §

sample Junior Division
entries, At right, Raun
Young helps a contestant
by taking her name tag
off the pie plate. The 12-
year-old said he only has
baked cookies. He
couldn’t enter the contest
anyway, he said, because
his mom, Sherry, helped
run the contest. Only two
pies were entered in the
Junior Division (I8 and
under). Jolie Skwiercz
won with an apple pie,
and Ellic Harding was

second with a blueberry.
In the Senior Division
(19 and over), Janey

Teevin won with a lemon,

Grace Tocco was second
with a cherry, Julie
Skwiercz took third with
a blueberry, and Sherry
Carnell was fourth with a
strawberry. Farmington

Observer Editor Tom
Baer joined Lokatos und
Ziegler as a Junior Divi-
sion judge. Senior Divi-
sion judges were Carol
Dave of Omega Travel,
Marion Tobkin of Three
Qals Furniture and
Glenn Schafer of Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home.
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